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Background Information
An r following a vowel gives the vowel a sound that is different from its usual short or long sound. The 
letters c and g can stand for hard and soft sounds. 

In this lesson, students will review the r-controlled vowel sounds and the hard and soft sounds of c and 
g. They will hear, say, and explore the sounds in the initial, medial, and final positions in words. They will 
also connect the sounds to letters.

Objectives
• Review and produce r-controlled vowel sounds. 

• Review and produce the hard and soft sounds of c and g.

• Associate the r-controlled vowel sounds with their corresponding letters.

• Associate the sounds /k/ and /s/ with c and the sounds /g/ and /j/ with g.

• Recognize, read, and spell words with r-controlled vowels or the letters  
c and g.

• Build words with r-controlled vowels and words with the letters c and g. 

• Practice and review previously taught high-frequency words. 

• Write words with the review skills.

 
R-controlled vowels can be challenging for English language 
learners. When pronouncing them, students may roll the r, drop 

it, or substitute /l/.

Distinguishing the hard and soft sounds in words such as giant, gate, cat, and 
cent can also be confusing. Students may:

• substitute /s/ for the hard c, and substitute /k/, /ch/, /sh/, and /th/ for the 
soft c

• substitute /j/ or /k/ for the hard g, and substitute /g/, /zh/, /sh/, or /h/ for the 
soft g

See the Program Overview for pronunciation strategies.
See also ELL Lesson 59: Review and Monitor for specific strategies to support 
English language learners.

 Write the following sentence on the board, and read 
it aloud:

�Fern�saw�a�huge�cow�and�a�nice�
pig�curled�up�in�the�dirt�in�the�
barn.

Ask students to read the sentence with you. Then ask what vowel sound they 
hear in Fern. Invite a volunteer to circle the letters that stand for that sound. 
Repeat with the words curled, dirt, and barn. Then ask students what sounds 
they hear at the beginning of cow and curled and at the end of 
huge, nice, and pig. Have volunteers circle the letter that stands 
for each sound. 

 As you say each word, have 
students identify the vowel 
sound: horse, smart, birch, burn, 

perch, charm, shore, squirt. Follow a similar procedure to 
have students tell whether they hear the hard or soft c or g 
sound in these words: gem, fence, page, gold, cape, cell, 
log. Then write all the words on the board. Ask students to 
read each word aloud.

 Use the Management System CD-ROM for practice and 
assessment on the skills in this lesson. 

Use the online version of the Management System  
CD-ROM to develop oral fluency on the decodable book.

Reinforce

• Have students work with the interactive version of the 
decodable book Seasons on the Interactive Decodable 
Books Print and Read CD-ROM.

• Use the Decodable Books Print and Read CD-ROM to print 
out the take-home version of the decodable book Seasons, 
The Whale, or The Story of Cat and Rat.

Lesson 59 Blackline Masters pp. 164–166

Interactive Writing 15 minutes

Work together with students to write rhyming 
sentences. Write these words on the board: shark, mice, 
cage, corn, twirl. Have students think of rhyming words 
for each word. Then help them use the rhyming words 
in sentences: I see a huge white shark. It likes to swim 
in the dark.

Have partners work collaboratively to write their own 
sentences with rhyming words that have r-controlled 
vowel sounds or the hard or soft sound of c or g.

Apply and Assess
Independent Practice Use Blackline Master  
p. 166 to give students more practice reading and 
writing words with r-controlled vowel sounds and 
the hard and soft sound of c and g. Be sure students 
understand the directions. Have them complete the 
page during center time. 

Word Center Have students work in pairs to make 
word webs for each r-controlled vowel sound and for 
the hard and soft sounds of c and g. Display word webs 
on a bulletin board and invite students to add to their 
webs throughout the week.

Writing and Publishing Center Write each 
r-controlled vowel sound and an example word on 
chart paper. For example: /är/ card, /ûr/ bird, /ôr/ fork. 
Tell students that they will each make three pages for 
a class book of words with r-controlled vowel sounds. 
Have students write each r-controlled vowel sound and 
example word on the top of each page. Ask students to 
write as many words with the same r-controlled vowel 
sound as they can on each page. Invite them to illustrate 
their words. Then combine their pages together into a 
class book.

You may wish to complete this part of the lesson 
during your writing and/or spelling time.

Review High-Frequency Words 
5 minutes

Review the high-frequency words again, away, 
number, once, upon, walk, and write. Write the words 
on the board and read them aloud with students. Have 
students take turns acting out the meaning of one of  
the words on the board. Have other students guess  
the word. 

Spelling Practice 10 minutes

Have students number a sheet of paper from 1–8. 
Dictate the following review words and high-frequency 
words for students to spell. You may wish to use the 
sample sentences provided.

 1. large—A lion is a large animal.
 2. cage—My pet gerbil lives in a cage.
 3. chore—My favorite chore is washing the floor.
 4. curly—She has curly hair.
 5. race—Let’s run in this race.
 6. again—Will you read the poem again?
 7. once—Mom and I went to that zoo once.
 8. number—What number comes after ten?

Dictation Practice 10 minutes

The following sentences contain words with r-controlled 
vowels, words with the hard and soft sounds of c and g, 
and review high-frequency words. Have students write 
each sentence as you dictate it.

 1. A huge bird paces back and forth on my porch.
 2. I walk my dog to the farm once a day.
 3. The goat came in first place in the race again.
 4. I will walk to the store to get corn and ice.

The following Wright Group 
and trade books can be good 
resources for reviewing  

r-controlled vowels and the hard and soft c and g.

Wright Group Books
My Camera (Gear Up!, Level D)
Be Careful (Gear Up!, Level E)
Masks (Gear Up!, Level J)

Trade Books
Hungry, Hungry Sharks by Joanna Cole (Random House Books  
 for Young Readers)
Once We Had a Horse by Glen Rounds (Holiday House)
The Magic Purse by Yoshiko Uchida (Margaret K. McElderry)

Print out the parent letter for this lesson from the Management 
System CD-ROM. The letter gives an overview of the skills 
students have been learning in Lessons 55–58. It includes 
instructions for using the decodable books and suggests home 
activities for reinforcing the lesson skills.

Review and Monitor

Kit Materials
• Blackline Masters pp. 164–166
• Picture Cards:

acorn (107)
bird (1)
scarf (187)

shark (216)
shirt (214)
skirt (191)

thorn (223)
unicorn (121)
yarn (77)

yogurt (79)

• Phonetic Element Cards: a–z (1–26); ar (87), er (89), ir 
(90), or (88), ur (91)

• Management System CD-ROM: Phonetic Element Cards: 
a–z (1–26); ar (87), er (89), ir (90), or (88), ur (91); Parent 
Letter, Practice and Assessment

• Decodable Books: Seasons, The Whale, The Story of Cat 
and Rat

Classroom Materials
pocket chart, drawing paper, chart paper, index cards

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 2
0
0
7
 W

rig
ht

 G
ro

up
/M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill

164

Name

Lesson 59: Review and Monitor

Directions: Have students identify the pictures. In the top three rows, have students circle the pictures in each row whose names 
have the same vowel sound. In the remaining rows, have students circle the pictures whose names have the same 
beginning sounds.
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 force   fake   face cage   cake   sage

 start   stork   skirt born   burn   barn

 shout   short   shirt cent   gent   sort

Lesson 59: Review and Monitor

Directions: Have students write the word that names each picture.

face cage

stork barn

shirt cent
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Lesson 59: Review and Monitor

large   shore   bird   north   face

Do you see that  flying over the sea?

It is white with a black  and head.

This  bird has a name. It is a tern.

This tern flies  each spring.

Terns are sea birds. You can see them at the 

.
Directions: Have students write a word from the box to complete each sentence.

bird

face

large

north

shore
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Several times throughout the day, say one of the 
sounds from this lesson. Ask students to name 
as many words with that sound as they can.




