Reading Mastery Plus, Level 4
Level 4 Placement Test Directions

Instructions for Part 1

Reproduce the one-page Placement Test
that appears on page 82. Make one copy
for each student that you are to test.

1. Call a student to a corner of the room,
where the test will be given.

2. Give a copy of the test to the student.

3. Point to the column of words at the
top of the test. Tell the student:
“Touch word 1." (Wait.) “That word is
California.”

4. Repeat step 3 for words 2-5.
5. Point to the passage on part 1.

6. Tell the student: “You're going to read
this passage out loud. | want you to
read it as well as you can. Don't try to
read it so fast that you make mistakes.
But don't read it so slowly that it doesn’t
make any sense. You have two min-

utes to read the passage. Go."

7. Time the student. If the student takes
more than three seconds on a word,
say the word, count it as an error, and
permit the student to continue read-
ing. To record errors, make one tally
mark for each error.

Count all the following behaviors as
errors:

* Misreading a word (Count as one
error.)

* Omitting a word part (Listen carefully
for s and ed.) (Count as one error.)

» Sounding out a word but not saying
the word at a normal speaking rate
(Count as one error.)

» Skipping a word (Count as one error.)

* Skipping a line (Immediately show the
student the correct line.) (Count as
one error.)

« Not identifying a word within three
seconds (Tell the word.) (Count as
one error.)

+ Reading a word incorrectly and then
reading it correctly (Count as one
error.)

Also count each word not read by the end
of the two-minute time limit as an error.
For example, if the student is eight words
from the end of the passage by the end of
the time limit, count eight errors.

Instructions for Part 2

After you've administered Part 1 to all the
students, present Part 2 to those students
who made no more than six errors on Part
1. (Part 2 is a group test.)

1. Assemble the students.

2. Give each student a copy of the
placement test.

3. Make sure the students have pencils.

4. Give the group these instructions:
“These are questions about the pas-
sage that you read earlier. Write the
answers to the comprehension items
at the bottom of your paper. You have

five minutes to finish the guestions.”

5. Collect the test sheets after five
minutes.

Answer Key Part 2

1. Idea: Because the ship was on fire
2. Linda, Kathy 3. lifeboats

4. Linda 5. 13 6. 10 7. hand

8. Idea: In a lifeboat 9. Japan

10. Idea: To see their father 11. 3 days
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Placement Criteria

Use the table below to determine place-
ment for each student.

Errors

Placement

If a student makes

Seven errors or

more on Part 1
OR

three errors or

more on Part 2

Place the student
in a reading-
language program
more elementary
than Reading
Mastery Plus

Level 4

If a student makes

no more than six

errors on Part 1
AND

no more than two

errors on Part 2

Place the student
at Reading
Mastery Plus
Level 4, lesson 1

If you suspect that some students are too
advanced for the program (students who
score 0 or 1 on the placement test and
who exhibit good comprehension skills),
present the main story from lesson 103 to
them. Present the tasks specified for the
main story oral reading, and assign items
1-10 (17 responses) from lesson 103 in
the workbook.

If the student makes no more than eight
story-reading errors and no more than two
workbook errors on lesson 103, place the
student in a higher-level program, Reading
Mastery Plus Level 5.
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