The placement tests for Reading Mastery Plus,
Levels 3, 4, 5, and 6 are similar in many
respects. In part 1 of each test, individual
students read a passage aloud as you count
decoding errors. You will need to make one
copy of the appropriate test for each student
and mark that copy. You should administer
Part 1 in a place that is somewhat removed
from the other students, so that they will not
overhear the testing.

How to Count Decoding Errors

Use the following guidelines when counting

decoding errors on Part 1.

» If the student misreads a word, count one
error.

« If the student omits a word ending, such as
§ or ed, count one error.

Guidelines for Placement Tests, Levels 3, 4, 5, and 6

If the student reads a word incorrectly and
then correctly, count one error.

If the student sounds out a word instead of
reading it normally, count one error.

If the student does not identify a word
within three seconds, tell the student the
word and count one error.

If the student skips a word, count one
€rror.

If the student skips a line, point to the line
and count one error,

If the student does not finish the passage
within the given time limit, count every
word not read as an error. For example, if
the student is eight words from the end of
the passage at the end of the time limit,
count eight errors.
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Level 3 Placement Test Dirvections

Instructions for Part 1

Reproduce the Placement Test that
appears on page 80. Make one copy for
each student that you are to test. Then
follow these steps:

1. Call a student to a corner of the room,
where the test will be given.

2. Show a copy of the test to the student.

Part 1 Vocabulary Reading
* (Teacher reference:)

1. expert 7. difference
2. clinie 8. mirror

3. interest 9. through
4. changes 10. practicing
5. themselves 11. questions
6. people

@

Point to the column of words at the top
of the test. Tell the student: T
word 1. (Wait.) That word is expert.

4. Repeat step 3 for words 2-11.
B. Y urn 1d those

8. Word 1. What word?

7. Repeat step 6 for words 2-11.
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Parl 1 Passage Reading
8. Point to the passage in Part 1.
9. Tell the student: You're going to read

10. Time the student. If the student takes
mare than three seconds on a word,
say the word, count it as an error, and
permit the student to continue read-
ing. To record errors, make one tally
mark for each error.

Use the guidelines detailled above when
counting decoding errors in Part 1.

Also count each word not read by the
end of the two-minute time limit as an error.
For example, if the student is eight words
from the end of the passage by the end of
the time limit, count eight errors.

11. Collect the test sheet.




Instructions for Part 2

After you've administered Part 1 to all the
students, present Part 2, which is a group
test. Administer Part 2 no more than

2 hours after students complete Part 1.
Here are the steps to follow:

1. Assemble the students,

2. Give each student a copy of the place-
ment test.

3. Give the group these instructions: A
the bottom of the page are questions
1ibout the passage that you read ear-
lier, Write the answers. You have two

minutes to fimsh

4, Time the students. Collect the test
sheets after two minutes.

Answer Key Part 2
1. What was the first name of the man in

the story? Bill

2. Underline 4 things he did to try to be
more interesting.

« frown more » talk louder
= smile more » talk softer
« whisper » talk faster
* ask questions * talk slower
* answer questions
3. His problem was that he
* was old « had five dogs

* ptipeogie fo sleep
4. He practiced in front of
* his wife « the mirror
s the TV
5. Who came over when he was
practicing?
* asleeper * adog expert
* asleep expert
6. Name the place where she worked.
Sleep More Clinic

Use the table below to determine place-
ment for each student.

Errors

Placement

no more than 6
errors on Part 1
AND
no more than 1
error on Part 2.

If a student makes | Place the student
7 errors or more in a reading-
on Part 1 language program
OR more elementary
2 errors or more than Reading Mas-
on Part 2 tery Plus Level 3,
possibly Reading
Mastery Plus Level
1 or Level 2.
If a student makes | Place the student

at Reading Mastery
Plus Level 3, les-
son 1.

Placemeant Test, Level 3
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