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TEACHER GUIDE 
Supreme Court Case Activity 
 

Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972) 

 

Extension Activities 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. Why is it important that the Supreme Court clarifies the importance of the Amish objection to compulsory 

education based on religious grounds? 

2. What is the difficulty in applying Justice Douglas’ assertion that “The child, therefore, should be given an 

opportunity to be heard?”  

3. In this case, the Court ruled that a religious sect was exempt from one section of the law. What other laws 

might religious groups take exception to? 

 
FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
 
In some cities, the placement of eruv – wire or PVC piping that serves as a symbolic boundary – has resulted in legal 

action between municipalities and communities of observant Jews. The boundaries allow observant Jews to carry 

out a range of activities, including carrying keys, canes and walkers, and even children, which otherwise are 

forbidden on the Shabbat. Research eruvin (the plural of eruv) and determine whether the controversies 

surrounding the placement of eruvin constitute a challenge based on First Amendment claims. 

 

Answers to Student Assignment 

PART I: MAPPING THE DECISION 
 

1. Describe Burger’s assumptions regarding the State’s responsibility for the education of its citizens. 

The State has a high responsibility for requiring universal education, in that some degree of education is 

necessary to prepare citizens to participate effectively and intelligently in our open political system and 

education prepares individuals to be self-reliant and self-sufficient participants in society. 

 
2. What other factors does Burger claim must be considered when mandating education requirements? 

The majority opinion claims that states must balance the responsibility of regulating education with 

fundamental rights and interests of individuals, including those protected by the Free Exercise clause of the 

First Amendment. 
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American Democracy Now engages students in American politics 
through relevant content and a rich set of pedagogical tools that 
develop enduring understandings, align with learning objectives, offer 
comprehensive coverage of the essential knowledge statements, and 
provide students with opportunities to apply disciplinary practices 
and reasoning processes to support success on the AP United States 
Government and Politics exam. Accessible to students at all levels, 
the narrative is brought to life through compelling features, such 
as rich visuals and graphics and the “Then, Now, Next” framework, 
helping students gain a comprehensive understanding of American 
government yesterday, today, and through the development of 
critical thinking skills, tomorrow. Updated discussions of the current 
political context include the impact of the pandemic and the upsurge 
in movements calling for racial justice, as well as new considerations 
about the role of the media in politics and ideological debates on 
topics such as health care and election interference.

Complete Coverage of the AP U.S. Government Framework:
•	 Chapters are organized within Units to directly align with the  

AP Framework.
•	 Clearly identified AP-specific features help students apply the  

AP Disciplinary Practices and Reasoning Processes to the content  
to develop skill mastery.

•	 Unit openers introduce AP Big Ideas and chapter openers spotlight  
AP Enduring Understandings and focus the learning ahead.

•	 Required Supreme Court cases are highlighted and supported with 
annotations and activities for in-depth analysis and understanding.

•	 Integrated coverage of essential foundational documents provides 
opportunities for a deeper analysis.

•	 Integrated data-analysis activities help students consume political  
data in a meaningful way.

•	 A variety of graphs, charts, illustrations, photos, political cartoons,  
text-based documents, and commentary provide additional  
source-analysis activities. 

•	 AP Exam Practice at the end of each chapter and unit emulate the  
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