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TEACHER GUIDE 
Supreme Court Case Activity 
 

Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972) 

 

Extension Activities 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. Why is it important that the Supreme Court clarifies the importance of the Amish objection to compulsory 

education based on religious grounds? 

2. What is the difficulty in applying Justice Douglas’ assertion that “The child, therefore, should be given an 

opportunity to be heard?”  

3. In this case, the Court ruled that a religious sect was exempt from one section of the law. What other laws 

might religious groups take exception to? 

 
FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
 
In some cities, the placement of eruv – wire or PVC piping that serves as a symbolic boundary – has resulted in legal 

action between municipalities and communities of observant Jews. The boundaries allow observant Jews to carry 

out a range of activities, including carrying keys, canes and walkers, and even children, which otherwise are 

forbidden on the Shabbat. Research eruvin (the plural of eruv) and determine whether the controversies 

surrounding the placement of eruvin constitute a challenge based on First Amendment claims. 

 

Answers to Student Assignment 

PART I: MAPPING THE DECISION 
 

1. Describe Burger’s assumptions regarding the State’s responsibility for the education of its citizens. 

The State has a high responsibility for requiring universal education, in that some degree of education is 

necessary to prepare citizens to participate effectively and intelligently in our open political system and 

education prepares individuals to be self-reliant and self-sufficient participants in society. 

 
2. What other factors does Burger claim must be considered when mandating education requirements? 

The majority opinion claims that states must balance the responsibility of regulating education with 

fundamental rights and interests of individuals, including those protected by the Free Exercise clause of the 

First Amendment. 
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comprehensive coverage of the essential knowledge statements, and 
provide students with opportunities to apply disciplinary practices 
and reasoning processes to support success on the AP United States 
Government and Politics exam. Accessible to students at all levels, 
the narrative is brought to life through compelling features, such 
as rich visuals and graphics and the “Then, Now, Next” framework, 
helping students gain a comprehensive understanding of American 
government yesterday, today, and through the development of 
critical thinking skills, tomorrow. Updated discussions of the current 
political context include the impact of the pandemic and the upsurge 
in movements calling for racial justice, as well as new considerations 
about the role of the media in politics and ideological debates on 
topics such as health care and election interference.
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• A variety of graphs, charts, illustrations, photos, political cartoons,  
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AP®, Advanced Placement®, and Advanced Placement Program® are trademarks registered by the College Board, which was not involved in the production of, and does not endorse, these products. 



Table of Contents
UNIT 4  American Political Ideologies and Beliefs
Chapter 10 Political Socialization and Public Opinion
Chapter 11 Economic Policy
Chapter 12 Domestic Policy
Chapter 13 Foreign Policy and National Security
UNIT 5  Political Participation
Chapter 14 Campaigns, Elections, and Voting
Chapter 15 Political Parties
Chapter 16 Interest Groups
Chapter 17 The Media
Chapter 18 Politics and Technology

UNIT 1  Foundations of American Democracy 
Chapter 1 People, Politics, and Participation 
Chapter 2 The Constitution
Chapter 3 Federalism
UNIT 2  Interactions Among Branches of Government
Chapter 4 Congress 
Chapter 5 The Presidency
Chapter 6 The Judiciary
Chapter 7 The Bureaucracy
UNIT 3  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
Chapter 8 Civil Liberties
Chapter 9 Civil Rights

AP21M19599

American Democracy Now 
AP® Edition (7e) ©2022, Harrison

ISBN List
Standard Student Print and Digital Bundle (Student Edition with Online Student Edition) ......6 year: 978-1-26-440502-2 | 1 year: 978-1-26-440498-8

Online Student Subscription ........................................................................................................... 6 year: 978-1-26-431917-6 | 1 year: 978-1-26-431915-2

Online Teacher Subscription ...........................................................................................................6 year: 978-1-26-431918-3 | 1 year: 978-1-26-431916-9

Printed AP Teacher Manual ......................................................................................................................................................................... 978-1-26-431914-5

AP Student Edition Sample Only ................................................................................................................................................................ 978-1-26-431913-8
Access to the Online Student Edition includes access to a SmartBook adaptive ebook and additional teaching and learning resources.

More Personalized. More Productive. More Prepared.

Smartbook® delivers personalized, adaptive learning tailored to 
each student’s individual needs by pinpointing knowledge gaps 
and focusing instruction on the concepts that require additional 
study. Teachers can assign a specific chapter, topic, or concept  
and access advanced reporting features that track individual  
and class progress with actionable insights to inform instruction.

Request a Sample Today  |  1-800-338-3987


