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The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American People is respected for its clear
narrative voice and impeccable scholarship.  This 9th edition provides enhanced coverage
on the diverse experiences and perspectives of Native Americans, African Americans, and
women throughout American history and integrated coverage of global events within chapters
covering the first half of the 20th century of US history to invite students to think critically
about the many forces that continually develop the unfinished nation that is the United States.
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CONSIDER THE SOURCE

In 1765 Parliament passed the first internal 
tax on the colonists, known as the Stamp Act. 
Benjamin Franklin was a colonial agent in 
London at the time, and as colonial opposi-
tion to the act grew, he found himself repre-
senting these views to the British government. 
In his testimony from Parliament he describes 
the role of taxes in Pennsylvania and the 
 economic  relationship between the colonies 
and the mother country.

Q. What is your name, and place of abode?
A. Franklin, of Philadelphia.
Q. Do the Americans pay any considerable 

taxes among themselves?
A. Certainly many, and very heavy taxes.
Q. What are the present taxes in 

Pennsylvania, laid by the laws of the 
colony?

A. There are taxes on all estates, real and 
personal; a poll tax; a tax on all offices, 
professions, trades, and businesses, 
 according to their profits; an excise on 
all wine, rum, and other spirit; and a duty 
of ten pounds per head on all Negroes 
imported, with some other duties.

Q. For what purposes are those taxes laid?
A. For the support of the civil and military 

establishments of the country, and to 
discharge the heavy debt contracted in 
the last [Seven Years’] war. . . .

Q. Are not all the people very able to pay 
those taxes?

A. No. The frontier counties, all along the 
continent, have been frequently ravaged 
by the enemy and greatly impoverished, 
are able to pay very little tax. . . .

Q. Are not the colonies, from their circum-
stances, very able to pay the stamp duty?

A. In my opinion there is not gold and silver 
enough in the colonies to pay the stamp 
duty for one year.

Q. Don’t you know that the money arising 
from the stamps was all to be laid out in 
America?

A. I know it is appropriated by the act to the 
American service; but it will be spent in the
conquered colonies, where the soldiers
are, not in the colonies that pay it.

Q. Do you think it right that America should 
be protected by this country and pay no 
part of the expense?

A. That is not the case. The colonies raised, 
clothed, and paid, during the last war, near
25,000 men, and spent many millions.

Q. Were you not reimbursed by Parliament?
A. We were only reimbursed what, in your 

opinion, we had advanced beyond our pro-
portion, or beyond what might reasonably
be expected from us; and it was a very
small part of what we spent. Pennsylvania,
in particular, disbursed about 500,000
pounds, and the reimbursements, in the
whole, did not exceed 60,000 pounds. . . .

Q. Do you think the people of America 
would submit to pay the stamp duty, if it 
was moderated?

A. No, never, unless compelled by force of 
arms. . . .

Q. What was the temper of America towards 
Great Britain before the year 1763?

A. The best in the world. They submitted 
willingly to the government of the
Crown, and paid, in all their courts, obe-
dience to acts of Parliament. . . .

Q. What is your opinion of a future tax,
imposed on the same principle with that 
of the Stamp Act? How would the
Americans receive it?

A. Just as they do this. They would not pay it.
Q. Have not you heard of the resolutions of 

this House, and of the House of Lords,
 asserting the right of Parliament relating to 
America, including a power to tax the 
 people there?

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, TESTIMONY AGAINST  
THE STAMP ACT (1766)
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