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Distinguished Authorship  
and Complete AP Alignment 
Known for the clear, singular voice of renowned historian Alan Brinkley and its  
comprehensive, balanced scholarship, American History: Connecting with the Past  
has long been a respected and reliable text for AP U.S. History. Through a rich set of 
pedagogical tools, American History guides students to think like a historian about  
the many forces shaping and re-shaping our dynamic history.

Accessible to students at all levels, the narrative is brought to life through compelling  
features and rich visuals, images, and graphics. The organization and coverage 
perfectly align to AP U.S. History Framework with unit and chapter content that 
supports the understanding of Historical Developments. Students are provided with 
opportunities to apply Historical Thinking Skills and Reasoning Processes throughout 
the book to support their success in the AP U.S. History course and on the Exam.

 
Crafted for AP Success

•	 Thematic Learning Objectives put historical events into the context of  
overarching themes. 

•	 Historical Developments are included in a timeline and Making Connections  
and Connecting Concepts features aid students in contextualizing content.

•	 The Debating the Past feature allows students to analyze historiography, evaluate  
historical arguments and evidence, and understand historical viewpoints.

•	 Consider the Source features provide opportunities to interpret arguments and 
sources and use historical evidence to develop a well-supported argument. 

•	 Multiple choice, short-answer, and long essay questions match the complexity  
of the AP Exam.
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5 STEPS TO A 

practice exams 5 MINUTES TO A 5 Section:
Daily activities to reinforce key AP topics!3*A
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TEST PREPARATION

Teacher-Recommended & Expert-Reviewed

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Daniel P. Murphy teaches U.S. History at Hanover 
College in Hanover, Indiana, and scores AP U.S.  
History exams during the summer.

 INCLUDES A 5 MINUTES 
 TO A 5 SECTION:  
 180 Questions and Activities for 

every day of the school year, reinforcing 

the most vital course material to give  

students the edge!

THE 5-STEP PLAN

STEP 1  Set up a plan with three model schedules

STEP 2  Determine readiness with an AP-style Diagnostic Exam

STEP 3  Develop strategies to get an edge on test day

STEP 4  Review terms and concepts to achieve the highest score

STEP 5  Build confidence with full-length practice exams

5 Steps to a 5: AP U.S. History guides students 

through an effective 5-step study plan to help 

them build skills, knowledge, and test-taking 

confidence for AP Exam success. Expertly 

authored by veteran AP teachers and presented 

in lock-step alignment to the College Board 

outcomes, 5 Steps to a 5 provides support to 

reinforce the retention of concepts and skills 

covered in American History: Connecting with 

the Past. 

THE PLAN FOR THE  
PERFECT SCORE INCLUDES:

• 3 full-length practice exams that reflect the

 latest exam requirements

• Hundreds of practice exercises with thorough  

 answer explanations

• Comprehensive overview of the AP U.S. History  

 exam format with step-by-step explanations

• Rubrics and overviews of essay sections 

 and/or free-response questions

• Extensive glossary of key terms 

• Proven strategies specific to each section 

 of the test

• Everything students need to know to succeed  

 on the AP U.S. History Exam
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5 Steps to a 5: AP U.S. History  
guides students through an  
effective 5-step study plan to  
help them build skills, knowledge, 
and test-taking confidence for  
AP Exam success.
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Resources Designed and AP-Aligned for  
Teacher and Student Success
Developed in collaboration with veteran AP teachers and College Board consultants, the teacher resources for the 
16th edition of American History: Connecting with the Past provide solid guidance and innovative strategies fully 
aligned to the AP U.S. History framework. These engaging, interactive resources were mindfully created to support 
student mastery of the skills needed to achieve course and Exam success.

Teacher Wraparound Edition
This comprehensive toolkit supports the planning and delivering of lessons and assessments as well as providing differentiated 
instruction for students with varying levels of readiness for the course material, with features including: 
•  Unit- and chapter-level activities where students can apply Historical Thinking Skills and Reasoning Processes contextualized 

within Themes.
•  Discussions and Activities that incorporate multiple skills and processes. 
•  Go Online, which connects the digital Content Reviews, AP Assessments, and SmartBook to the printed chapter content for a 

truly blended learning experience.
•  AP Exam Practice to help students fully prepare for exam day.
•  AP Exam Tips that can be paired with Historical Thinking Skills or Reasoning Processes activities for a more robust experience.
•  Unit- and chapter-level pacing guides that help prioritize key AP content. 
•  A timeline that opens each unit to provide a chronological overview of key event covered in the following chapters.

Dynamic Online Resources
Adaptive digital support levels instruction for all learners, while resources deliver 
the rigor needed to develop students’ AP-level skills, including:
•  Activities to deepen understanding of Historical Developments and Themes, and 

a vast array of Primary and Secondary U.S. History Sources.
•  Maps, graphs, images, labeled visual aids, and illustrations to support visual 

literacy and analysis.
•  Unit Reviews and complete AP Practice Exams to build mastery and confidence.
•  Customizable, auto-graded assignments and test banks that save time.
•  A powerful gradebook that tracks student progress in real time.
•  The online Teacher Manual that supports teaching in a digital environment.

AP®, Advanced Placement®, and Advanced Placement Program® are 
trademarks registered by the College Board, which was not involved in 
the production of, and does not endorse, these products.
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Robust digital resources include the eBook, 
SmartBook, mapping activities, primary and 
secondary source activities, assignable  
unit reviews and test prep, and tools to  
customize assessments to help to meet  
individual learning styles and needs.

Available in print and as an eBook, 
the Teacher Wraparound Edition 
includes Unit and Chapter Pacing 
Guides, a variety of Historical 
Thinking Skills and Reasoning 
Processes activities and AP Exam 
Practice and Tips throughout 
the book to help students fully 
prepare for exam day.

AP®, Advanced Placement®, and Advanced Placement Program® are trademarks registered by the College Board, which was not involved in the production of, and does not endorse, these products. 
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