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About the Decodable Takehomes
The SRA Open Court Reading Decodable Takehomes allow your 

students to apply their knowledge of phonic elements to read simple, 

engaging texts. Each story supports instruction in a new phonic element 

and incorporates elements and words that have been learned earlier.

The students can fold and staple the pages of each Decodable 

Takehome to make books of their own to keep and read. We suggest that 

you keep extra sets of the stories in your classroom for the students 

to reread.

How to Make a Takehome

1. Tear out the pages you need.

2. Place pages 4 and 5, and pages 2 and 7 faceup for 8-page books.
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3.  Place the pages on top of each other in 

this order: pages 8 and 9, pages 6 and 

11, pages 4 and 13, and pages 2 and 15.

4. Fold along the center line.

5. Check to make sure the pages are in order.

6. Staple the pages along the fold.

3.  Place pages 4 and 5 on top of 

pages 2 and 7.

4. Fold along the center line.

5. Check to make sure the pages are in order.

6. Staple the pages along the fold.

For 16-page book For 8-page book
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Just to let you know...

A message from 

Help your child discover the joy of independent reading with 

SRA Open Court Reading. From time to time your child will bring 

home his or her very own Pre-Decodable or Decodable Takehomes 

to share with you. With your help, these stories can give your child 

important reading practice and a joyful shared reading experience.

You may want to set aside a few minutes every evening to read these 

stories together. Here are some suggestions you may find helpful:

• Do not expect your child to read each story perfectly, but 

concentrate on sharing the book together.

• Participate by doing some of the reading. 

• Talk about the stories you read, give lots of encouragement, and 

watch as your child becomes more fluent throughout the year!

Learning to read takes lots of practice. Sharing these stories is one 

way that your child can gain that valuable practice. Encourage your child 

to keep the Pre-Decodable or Decodable Takehomes in a special place. 

This collection will make a library of books that your child can read and 

reread. Take the time to listen to your child read from his or her library. 

Just a few moments of shared reading each day can give your child the 

confidence needed to excel in reading.

Children who read every day come to think of reading as a pleasant, 

natural part of life. One way to inspire your child to read is to show that 

reading is an important part of your life by letting him or her see you 

reading books, magazines, newspapers, or any other materials. Another 

good way to show that you value reading is to share a Pre-Decodable or 

Decodable Takehome with your child each day.

Successful reading experiences allow children to be proud of 

their newfound reading ability. Support your child with interest and 

enthusiasm about reading. You won’t regret it!
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High-Frequency Words

 1. Pre-decodable

 2. Pre-decodable

 3. Pre-decodable

 4. Pre-decodable

 5.  Pre-decodable

 6. /s/ spelled s,

   /m/ spelled m,

   /a/ spelled a

 7. /t/ spelled t, tt

 8. Review

 9. /d/ spelled d

 10. /n/ spelled n

 11. /i/ spelled i

 12. /h/ spelled h_

 13. Review

 14. /p/ spelled p

 15. /l/ spelled l, ll

 16. /o/ spelled o

 17. /b/ spelled b

 18. Review

 19. /k/ spelled c

 20. special spelling al, 

all

 21. /k/ spelled k, � ck

 22. /r/ spelled r

 23. Review

 24. /f/ spelled f, ff

 25. /s/ spelled ss

 26. /g/ spelled g

 27. /j/ spelled j

 28. Review

 29. /j/ spelled � dge

 30. /u/ spelled u

 31. /z/ spelled z, zz

 32. /z/ spelled _s

 33. Review

 34. /ks/ spelled � x

 35. /e/ spelled e

 36. -ed ending: /ed/, /d/

 37. -ed ending: /t/

 38. Review

 39. /e/ spelled _ea_

 40. /sh/ spelled sh

 41. /th/ spelled th

 42. /ch/ spelled ch, �tch

 43. Review

 44. /or/ spelled or, ore

 45. /ar/ spelled ar

 46. /w/ spelled w_

 47. /w/ spelled wh_

 48. Review

 49. /er/ spelled er, ir

 50. /er/ spelled ur

 51. /er/ spelled ear

 52. /ng/ spelled �ng

 53. Review

 54. Schwa

 55. -le, -el, -il, -al

 56. /nk/ spelled �nk

 57. /kw/ spelled qu_

 58. Review

 59. /y/ spelled y_

 60. /v/ spelled v

 61. /∫/ spelled a, a_e

 62. Review

 63. /μ/ spelled i, i_e

 64.  /s/ spelled ce, ci_

 65.  /j/ spelled ge, gi_

 66. Review

 67. /∂/ spelled o, o_e

 68.  /Œ/ spelled u, u_e

 69.  Review

 70. /¥/ spelled e, e_e

 71. /¥/ spelled ee, ea

 72. Review /¥/

 73. /¥/ spelled _y, _ie_

 74. /¥/ spelled _ey

 75. Review

 76. /s/ spelled cy

 77. /∫/ spelled ai_, _ay

 78. Review

 79. /μ/ spelled _igh

 80. /μ/ spelled _y, _ie

 81. Review /μ/ 

 82. /∂/ spelled oa_, _ow

 83. /Œ/ spelled _ew, _ue

 84. Review

 85. /m/ spelled _mb

 86. /n/ spelled kn_, gn

 87. /r/ spelled wr_

 88. /f/ spelled ph

 89. Review

 90. /∏/ spelled oo

 91. /∏/ spelled u, _ue

 92. Review

 93. /∏/ spelled _ew, u_e

 94. /oo/ spelled oo

 95. Review

 96. /ow/ spelled ow

 97. /ow/ spelled ou_

 98. /aw/ spelled au_, aw

 99. Review

 100. /aw/ spelled augh, 

ough

101. /oi/ spelled oi, _oy

 102. Review

 103. Prefixes un-, dis-

 104. Prefixes im-, in-, re-

 105. Review /∫/ and /a/

 106. Review /μ/ and /i/

 107. Review /∂/ and /o/

 108. Review /Œ/ and /u/

 109. Review /¥/ and /e/

 110. Review consonant 

digraphs

 111. Review r-controlled 

vowels

 112. Review /oo/ and /∏/

 113. Review diphthongs

 114. Review inflectional 

endings

Sound/Spelling Correspondences in Core Decodables
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4
5

W
hat kind of trash did we find?

W
ell, we see a bike tire!

T
his wide bag is m

ine.
I filled it with paper.
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“I can’t,” G
race grinned.

“You do not have cash?” asked Vince.
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4
5

“Do you have a pencil?” Vince asked.
G

race sm
iled. “I do.”

“C
an you make a shopping list?

Ice, rice, spice?” asked Vince.
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G
o! G

o! G
o!

T
hey like this part best!

C
o
p
yrig

ht ©
 2

0
15 M

cG
raw

-H
ill Ed

uca
tio

n

A
ll rig

hts reserved
. The co

ntents, o
r p

a
rts thereo

f, m
a
y b

e 
rep

rod
uced

 in p
rint fo

rm
 fo

r no
n-p

ro
fit ed

uca
tio

na
l use w

ith 
SRA

 O
p
en C

o
urt Rea

d
ing

, p
rovid

ed
 such rep

rod
uctio

ns b
ea

r 
co

p
yrig

ht no
tice, b

ut m
a
y no

t b
e rep

rod
uced

 in a
ny fo

rm
 fo

r 
a
ny o

ther p
urp

o
se w

itho
ut the p

rio
r w

ritten co
nsent o

f 
M

cG
raw

-H
ill Ed

uca
tio

n, includ
ing

, b
ut no

t lim
ited

 to
, netw

o
rk 

sto
ra

g
e o

r tra
nsm

issio
n, o

r b
roa

d
ca

st fo
r d

ista
nce lea

rning
.

Send
 a

ll inq
uiries to

:
M

cG
raw

-H
ill Ed

uca
tio

n
8
7
8
7
 O

rio
n Place

C
olum

b
us, O

H
  4

32
4
0

M
H
Eonline.com



3
6

G
ing

er
 a

nd
 G

em
 li

ke
 th

is 
rid

e.
It 

is 
ca

lle
d 

Sp
ac

e 
Da

ng
er.

T
he

 la
st

 st
ag

e 
is 

a 
lar

ge
 d

ro
p.

G
ing

er
 a

nd
 G

em
 fa

ll!

19



20

4
5

G
inger and G

em
 go up the giant ride.

T
his stage of the ride is gentle.

T
hen G

inger and G
em

 stop.
T

his is the second stage.
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T
he path twists and turns.

It passes the concert shell.
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A
t the top, the path turns.

It starts down the hill.
T

he path is flat at first.
A

nd it is cement.
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6
11

A
fter the bridge, the path changes.

It is not as flat.
T

he path is on a giant cliff.
A

 fence makes it safe.
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T
he hill is gentle at first.

T
he ride is not bad.

T
hen the ride is hard.

Tires slip on the cinders.
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T
he entire yard had frozen.

M
om

 had made an ice rink!
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D
id M

om
 go out?

D
id M

om
 have a hose?

C
had looked in his yard.

A
 big spot was open.
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A
t last, H

ugo made music for M
use.
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M
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is 
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.
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M
use liked the forest.

B
ut M

use liked music the most.
H

ugo cut branches and traded them
.

M
use had to lug the branches on his back.
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W
hat is the problem?

Doctor H
ugo will tell us.
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A
 fuse is not the problem

.
Is this robot unit broken?

T
hey make robots.

T
hey made a robot mule.

W
hat for?
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A
 li
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ule
 is
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ute

.
W
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Doctor H
ugo is checking the fuel.

Is fuel the problem?

“G
o!”

N
ope! A

 live mule will not go!
It is stubborn.



43

10
7

T
his
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.
It 
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Is this robot mule stubborn?
W

ill it do what humans tell it?
W

e will have a test.
Rose will talk to the robot mule.
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So has the zebra left?
O

r is he just well hidden?
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W
e 
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W
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T
hese horses have a big secret.

A
 zebra runs with them

.
B

ut which is the zebra?
T

hese horses will not tell.
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2
7

Jean sticks her two feet in the sea.
Dean feels the sea breeze.
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Je
an

 a
nd
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“Time for the beach you two?” asks M
om

.
“Yes!” yell Jean and Dean.

C
ars fill the streets.

T
hey drive east to the beach.
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T
he
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ex
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A
t last, the river is not so fast.

Each kid takes a deep breath.
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s 
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 to
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op

 u
p!

T
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Lee leads rafting trips.
She has a team

.
H

er team
 keeps kids safe.

T
he rafts go faster.

G
reen River has little, white bubbles.
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ch

 k
id 
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life
 ja

ck
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Ki
ds
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T
he kids and team

 have three rafts.
T

he kids sit on raft seats.
T

he kids paddle hard and deep.
T

he river splashes faces.
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A
t 

fir
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e 
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go
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9
8 Kids paddle past big rocks and green trees.
T

he sun shines on G
reen River.

Lee looks up.
She spots an eagle.
T

he kids see it.
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N
ellie gets more yum

my treats.
“N

o more help, please!” yells N
ellie.
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N
ell
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d 
B
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N
ellie gets a table. B

illy sets the table. 
Every puppy helps.

N
ellie makes funny party hats.

B
illy tapes ribbons on every hat.
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T
he fans will cheer, “D

udley! D
udley!”

T
he fans will toss me roses and carrots!
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I 
am

 D
ud

ley
 th

e 
do

nk
ey

.
I 

am
 a

 jo
ck

ey
.

If
 I

 a
m

 th
e 

wi
nn

er
, I

 w
ill 

ge
t 

fa
me

.
I 

wi
ll e

ve
n 

ge
t 

a 
ke

y 
to

 th
e 

cit
y.
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5

I will race Tracey the turkey.
She is a jockey, too.

Fans come to the valley to see the race.
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T
hese ideas helped C

asey with her gift.
It seemed so easy.
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C
as

ey
’s 

ho
me

 w
as

 n
ex

t t
o 

M
ag

gie
’s.

M
ag

gie
 w

as
 C

as
ey

’s 
be

st
 b

ud
dy

.
M

ag
gie

 li
ke

d 
th

e 
cir

cu
s.

H
er

e, 
M

ag
gie

 w
as

 s
m

ilin
g 

at
 th

e 
fu

nn
y 

ma
n.
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M
aggie liked to see homes go up.

She liked to see trucks on the street.
B

ut M
aggie had to go.

H
er mom

 got a job in a big city.
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M
ag

gie
 li

ke
d 

to
 s

ka
te

 o
n 

co
nc

re
te

.
M

ag
gie

 s
ka

te
d 

fa
st,

 e
ve

n 
wi

th
 p

ad
s.

T
he

re
 w

as
 g

oin
g 

to
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e 
a 

blo
ck

 p
ar

ty
 fo

r
M

ag
gie

’s 
fa

m
ily.
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M
aggie sang on key.

M
aggie danced to the beat.

C
asey was sad to see M

aggie go.
She was going to m

iss M
aggie.
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C
as

ey
 lo

ok
ed

 a
t 

M
ag

gie
.

It 
he

lpe
d 

C
as

ey
 th

ink
 o

f 
me

mo
rie

s.

Ki
ds

 p
lan

ne
d 

gif
ts

 fo
r 

M
ag

gie
.

So
me

 s
ho

pp
ed

 fo
r 

gif
ts

.
So

me
 m

ad
e 

gif
ts

.



76

9
8

C
asey could not shop for a gift.

She had only ten pennies in her piggy bank.

W
hat could C

asey create for M
aggie?

C
asey had to think.

W
hat did M

aggie like?
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M
om

 m
ad

e 
ho

t, 
sp

icy
 te

a.
“I 

fe
el 

be
tte

r,”
 s

aid
 N

an
cy

.
“H

ot
, s

pic
y 

te
a 

is 
fo

r 
wi

nte
r.”
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N
ancy’s teeth chattered.

“Yes, it is lacy,” said N
ancy.

“It isn’t for winter.”
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N
an

cy
’s 

fa
nc

y 
jac

ke
t 

wa
s t

hin
.

Sh
e 

co
uld

 fe
el 

th
e 

wi
nte

r 
ch

ill.
M

om
 h

ug
ge

d 
N

an
cy

.
“T

ha
t 

fa
nc

y 
jac

ke
t 

is 
th

in,
” M

om
 s

aid
.
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N
ancy wished she could run.

B
ut the sidewalk was icy.

She could fall.

M
om

 looked at N
ancy.

She could tell N
ancy was freezing.



81

B
o

th
e

ll
, W

A
 •

 C
h

ic
a

g
o

, I
L

 •
 C

o
lu

m
b

u
s,

 O
H

 •
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, N
Y

8

A
 G
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“I 
wi

ll p
lay

,” 
sa

id 
Ja

y. 
“I 

lik
e 

to
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lay
 w

he
n 

it 
is 

ra
iny

 a
nd

 g
ra

y.”
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Kay went back to find Jay. 
“It is gray and rainy!” said Kay.
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“W
ill 

yo
u 

pla
y 

fo
r 

us
?”

 a
sk

ed
 K

ay
.

“I 
wi

ll p
lay

 o
n 

a 
gr

ay
, r

ain
y 

da
y,”

 s
aid

 J
ay

.
Ka

y 
se

t 
up

 th
e 

gr
ay

 p
ain

tin
g. 

T
he

 h
os

e 
sp

ra
ye

d.
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Kay liked to hear Jay play. 
Kay had a way to make Jay play.

Kay made a gray painting. 
T

hen Kay fixed the hose to spray.

84



B
o

th
e

ll
, W

A
 •

 C
h

ic
a

g
o

, I
L

 •
 C

o
lu

m
b

u
s,

 O
H

 •
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, N
Y

8

S
k

at
in

g
b
y 

M
a
rt

ha
 W

oo
d

ill
us

tr
a
te

d
 b

y 
D

ia
ne

 P
a
te

rs
o
n

C
o
re

 D
ec

od
a
b
le

 7
8

T
he

se
 k

ids
 s

ka
te

 a
ll d

ay
.

H
av

e 
yo

u 
ha

d 
a 

ch
an

ce
 to

 s
ka

te?
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A
t some places, G

ail races on ice.
A

t some places, G
ail races on pavement.

Stay out of her way!
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So
me

 k
ids

 s
ka

te
 o

n 
ice

.
So

me
 k

ids
 s

ka
te

 o
n 

pa
ve

me
nt.

Si
nc

e 
Ra

y 
wa

s t
hr

ee
, h

e 
ha

s 
sk

at
ed

.
H

e 
sa

ils
 d

ow
n 

th
e 

pa
ve

me
nt

 o
n 

sk
at

es
.
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Kay takes lessons at C
ity C

enter.
She always skates in fancy circles.

A
iden also ice skates.

H
is aim

 is to be fast, not fancy.
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It 
is 

tim
e 

fo
r 

sle
ep

. 
T

he
 o

po
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um
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ay
s 

wi
th

 h
er
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ab

ies
.

T
he
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er
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nig
ht.
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2
7

T
he opossum

 returns to her tree.
H

er babies wait for her.
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O
po

ss
um

s 
do

 n
ot

 li
ke

 th
e 

lig
ht.

 
Da

yt
im

e 
is 

br
igh

t. 
A

n 
op

os
su

m
 s

ee
s 

be
tte

r 
at

 n
igh

t.
N

igh
t 

is 
ov

er.
 It
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eg

ins
 to

 g
et

 lig
ht.
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4
5

W
hen it is night, an opossum

 wakes.
She hunts for insects to feed her babies.

A
 dog frightens the opossum

.
T

he opossum
 freezes. 

She stays still and plays dead.
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“M
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ins
 B
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2
7

“Is Bly too shy?” asks a child. 
“I am

 not too shy,” Bly replies.
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Bl
y 

lik
es

 h
er

 h
ea

d 
in 

dr
y 

sa
nd

. 
H

er
 p

als
 d

on
’t 

un
de

rst
an

d 
wh

y.
“W

hy
 n

ot
 f

ly 
in 

th
e 

sk
y?

” a
sk

s 
Ea

gle
.

“I 
ca

n’t
 f

ly. 
I 

am
 to

o 
big

,” 
re

pli
es

 B
ly.
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4
5

“W
hy not lie in the sun?” asks Snake.

“I get too hot in the sun,” Bly replies.
“W

hy not hang in trees?” asks C
him

p.
“I can’t hang in trees,” Bly replies.
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!



98

2
15

Ray was riding alone.
“I am

 flying, Dad!” he yelled.
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3
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“W
ait

 fo
r 

me
,” 

ca
lle

d 
Ra

y.
B

ut
 th

e 
kid

s 
we

re
 w

ay
 a

he
ad

.

Ra
y 

pe
da

led
 fa

st.
Da

d 
let

 th
e 

bik
e 

go
.

C
ou

ld 
Ra

y 
te

ll?
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4
13

It was like this every day.
Ray kept trying.
B

ut he could not keep up.

“Try riding this way,” said Dad.
Dad held the bike as Ray pedaled. 
Dad ran next to him

.



101

5
12

T
his

 ti
me

, t
he

 k
ids

 st
op

pe
d 

on
 th

e 
co

rn
er.

B
ut

 th
ey

 c
am

e 
rig

ht
 b

ac
k.

Ra
y 

wa
s 

gla
d.

B
ut

 h
e 

wa
s 

a 
lit
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m
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ing

 w
he

els
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T
he kids passed Ray.

Ray turned his bike.
“W

ait for me,” he called.
Ray spotted his bike in the bright sun.
It did not have training wheels!



103

7
10

T
he

 n
ex

t 
da

y, 
Da

d 
ca

lle
d 

Ra
y.

“G
o 

to
 th

e 
dr

ive
wa

y,”
 s

aid
 D

ad
.

W
hy

 w
as

 R
ay

 a
lw

ay
s 

fa
r 

ba
ck

?
H

is 
bik

e 
st

ill 
ha

d 
tr

ain
ing

 w
he

els
.
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T
hat night, Ray was sad.

“W
hy do you feel bad?” Dad asked.

“I cannot ride fast,” said Ray.
“M

y bike still has training wheels.”
“W

e can fix that,” said Dad.
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“T
his boat only floats,” mum

bled C
row. 

G
oat groaned.
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C
ro

w
 a

nd
 G

oa
t 
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nt

 to
 th

eir
 b

oa
t. 
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oa
t 
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pe
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to
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ee
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eir
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al 

To
ad

.
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e 
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nd
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w,

 a
nd

 th
eir
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at
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id 

no
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go
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T
he

ir 
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at
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id 
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t 
go

 fa
st

 o
r 

slo
w.
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“Let’s go fast, not slow!” said G
oat. 

“W
e will go fast in this boat!” boasted C

row.
“Let the wind blow!” bellowed G

oat. 
“H

ere we go!” yelled C
row.
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Yes, let’s not argue. Few
 value the cat like you. 

You can rescue the cat.
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A
 c

at
 m
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s 
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?
Le
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4
5

T
he cat continues to mew. 

I will rescue the cat.

You will rescue the cat?
N

o, I will rescue the cat.
Few

 like the cat as much as I do.
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B
ut then I got it.

Fuel meant stuff to eat.
T

he men were hungry!
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M
y 

na
me

 is
 J

oa
n.

I 
ow

n 
th

is 
sh

op
.

T
he

 s
ho

p 
is 

on
 th

e 
co

as
t.

I 
wa

s 
co

nfu
se

d.
Sa

ilb
oa

ts
 d

o 
no

t 
ne

ed
 fu

el.
W

ind
 m

ak
es

 s
ail

bo
at

s 
go

.
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4
13

M
y shop is a drive-in.

C
ars drive in and out.

D
rivers get a meal at a value price.

T
he men talked to me.

“W
e need fuel,” they said.
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I 
ma

ke
 a

 fe
w

 y
um

my
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ish
es

.
I 

ma
ke

 m
y 

ow
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gg
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as
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I 
ma

ke
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ow

n 
me

at
loa

f.
A

 ro
wb

oa
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he
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T
he sun went down slowly.

I looked at the sea.
A

 lone boat sailed on the waves.

Still I could see the boat.
It was sailing to the coast.
T

hen it stopped.
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A
 g

en
tle

 w
ind

 w
as

 b
low

ing
.

T
he

 s
ail

bo
at

 w
as

 n
ot

 fa
r 

aw
ay

.

I 
ha

d 
to

 st
ay

 a
t t

he
 w

ind
ow

.
I 

ha
d 

to
 h

an
d 

ou
t 

din
ne

rs
.

I 
ha

d 
to

 d
o 

it 
fa

st.
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Lots of boats have passed this way.
B

ut few
 have stopped.

W
hy did this boat sail closer?

B
ut I could not look.

Lots of cars were in line.
T

hey filled the road.
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Da
d 

ca
n 

ge
t 

Sa
m’

s 
lam

b 
of

f 
th

e 
lim

b.
H

e 
did

 n
ot

 e
ve

n 
ha

ve
 to
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lim

b 
th

e 
tr

ee
!
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T
hum

bs and crum
bs did not get Sam’s lam

b.
Sam’s lam

b is still on a lim
b.
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Is 
th

at
 S

am
’s 

st
uf

fed
 la

m
b?

Ye
s!

 It
 is

 h
is 

lam
b 

on
 th

at
 li

m
b.

I 
ha

ve
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ru
m

bs
 fr

om
 m

y 
sa

nd
wi

ch
.

C
ru

m
bs

 a
re

 n
o 

he
lp 

to
 g

et
 S

am
’s 

lam
b.
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4
5

W
e can get Sam’s lam

b off the lim
b!

Let’s think of a plan.
C

an we grab the lam
b with a thum

b?
C

an thum
bs get Sam’s lam

b?
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2
7

T
he knight got down on his knee. 

“I know
 I don’t want to be a knight.”
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Ki
ng

 K
no

x 
as

sig
ne

d 
th

ing
s 

fo
r 

his
kn

igh
t t

o 
do

. “
Ti

e 
so

me
 k

no
ts

,” 
he

 o
rd

er
ed

.
Ki

ng
 K

no
x 

wa
s 

ge
tt

ing
 m

ad
. “

Yo
u 

do
n’t

 
kn

ow
 m

uc
h. 

W
ha

t 
do

 yo
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kn
ow

?”
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4
5

“A
nd sharpen this knife,” King Knox ordered.

“I don’t know
 how,” replied his knight.

“I want you to knit socks,” King Knox ordered.
“I don’t know

 how,” replied his knight.
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2
7

A
 girl came into the yard.

“H
ere’s the wrench!” she yelled.

“N
ow

 we can fix my bike.”
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O
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4
5

“C
an you write with it?” asked M

om
.

M
om

 rubbed it. It made no marks.
“W

hat is it?” asked Dad.
H

e tried wriggling under it, but it was too big.
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2
7

Phillip looks for phantoms. 
Ralph whispers, “W

ait. Let me take a 
photo of this frog.”
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Ph
illi
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an

d 
Ra

lph
 ta
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at
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“D
on

’t 
be

 s
illy

!” 
sc

old
s 

Ra
lph

. “
Ph

an
tom

s  
ar

e 
ph

on
y.”

Pe
ep

, p
ee

p, 
pe

ep
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“T
he

n 
wh

at
 is

 it
?”

 a
sk

s 
Ph

illi
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4
5

Phillip finds leaves like elephant ears.
Ralph takes photographs of birds.

Peep, peep, peep.
“T

hink that’s a gopher?” asks Ralph.
Phillip whispers, “M

aybe it’s a phantom!”
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T
he note said, “Please lend me a wrench!”

G
ram

ps grinned. “T
hank you, rider,” he said.
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To
ny

 lo
ok

ed
 a

t 
ph

oto
s. 

“W
ha

t 
wa

s t
he

 
Po

ny
 E

xp
re

ss
?”

 h
e 

as
ke

d 
M

om
.

To
ny

 k
no

ck
ed

 tw
ice

. K
no

ck
, k

no
ck

. “
I 

am
 

th
e 

To
ny

 E
xp

re
ss

! I
 h

av
e 

ma
il,”

 s
aid

 T
on
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13

M
om

 smiled. “In old times, riders on horses 
would take mail from

 place to place. T
hat 

was the Pony Express.”

Tony’s horse was strong. A
 wrong step 

m
ight mean a bad fall.
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“I 
wo

uld
 ju

st
 us

e 
a 

ph
on

e!”
 sa

id 
To

ny.
“T

he
re

 w
er

e 
no

 p
ho

ne
s b

ac
k 

th
en

,” 
sa

id 
M

om
.

T
he

 T
on

y 
Ex

pr
es

s s
ta

rte
d 

his
 ri

de
. H

e 
cli

mb
ed
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ow

n 
hig

h 
ste

ps
.
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11
6 “Pony Express riders rode fast. Few

 riders 
could do it,” M

om
 explained.

“Look out for gopher holes and tree lim
bs!” 

M
om

 yelled.
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 A

 r
ide
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igh
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hit
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 tr
ee

 li
m

b!
” M

om
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aid
.
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Tony had an idea! H
e stuck his thum

b 
up and yelled, “Yes!” T

hen he left the den.
Tony was back. H

e had an old hat.
“I am

 the Tony Express!” he said. M
om

 
sm

iled.
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T
he riders spotted a goose flying below.

T
hey could see a jet zoom

 high over them
.
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A
t 

fir
st,

 th
e 

ba
llo

on
 ju

st
 d

ro
op

ed
.

B
ut

 it
 p

um
pe

d 
up

 fa
st.

So
on

 it
 w

as
 f

ille
d 

an
d 

re
ad

y.

T
he

 r
ide

 w
as

 s
mo

ot
h.

T
he

 b
all

oo
n 

dr
ift

ed
 fo

r 
m

ile
s.

Ri
de

rs
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ou
ld 

se
e 

fo
r 

m
ile

s, 
too

.
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4
5

Riders clim
bed in the basket.

A
 man set the balloon loose.

T
he balloon floated higher and higher.

It passed over roofs.
“C

ool!” said a rider.
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2

Ruth had glued a paper bird on the stick.
It was not a true bird.

7
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Su
e 

sp
ot

te
d 

a 
bir

d.
W

ha
t 

kin
d 

wa
s 

it?
 

Sh
e 

did
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

on
e 

clu
e.

Su
e 

sp
ot

te
d 

Ru
th

 in
 th

e 
ya

rd
.

Ru
th

 h
ad

 a
 st

ick
.



152

4
5

T
he bird had one blue wing.

It had one ruby red wing.
B

irds don’t have wings like that!

A
nd birds fly.

T
his one just jum

ped a bit.
“Is this a true bird?” asked Sue.
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A
n

ts
: T

h
e

 T
ru

e
 

S
to

ry
b
y 

Ro
b
er
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B
ri

d
g
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ill
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te
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Jo
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So
 th

is 
is 

th
e 

re
al 

sto
ry.

It 
is 

all
 tr

ue
.

A
nts

 fo
ol 

hu
ma

ns
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2
15

I can float on my back.
I can see the moon.
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A
nts

 fo
ol 

hu
ma

ns
.

H
um

an
s t

hin
k 

we
 ju

st
 d

ig 
ne

sts
.

T
he

y 
th

ink
 w

e 
dig

 li
ke

 b
ug

s.

A
nts

 g
et

 e
xe

rc
ise

, t
oo

.
W

e 
sw

im
 in

 a
 p

oo
l u

nd
er

 a
 g

las
s 

ro
of

.
So

me
 a

nts
 d

an
ce

 in
 tu

tu
s.
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4
13

B
ut that is not the truth.

W
e use tools to dig.

W
e use drills and spades.

Some ants read.
Some read papers.
I am

 reading a story.
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5
12

A
nd

 a
nts

 d
o 

no
t 

wa
lk 

do
wn

.
W

e 
zo

om
 d

ow
n 

in 
ne

sts
.

It 
is 

a 
fa

st,
 s

mo
ot

h 
rid

e.

In
 th

e 
ev

en
ing

, a
nts

 re
st.

So
me

 h
ea

r 
mu

sic
.

Tw
o 

an
ts

 p
lay

 a
 tu

ba
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ue
t.
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11
6

Down below
 we have rooms.

T
he rooms have walls.

M
y room

 is painted blue.

A
fter we eat, we clean up.

A
nts must do their duty.

I use a broom
.
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H
um

an
s t

hin
k 

we
 st

or
e 

foo
d.

W
ell

, w
e 

tr
uly

 d
o.

B
ut

 n
ot

 th
e 

wa
y 

hu
ma

ns
 th

ink
.

Do
 a

nts
 li

ke
 s

we
ets

?
W

e 
do

, b
ut

 w
e 

ea
t 

he
alt

hy
 fo

od
, t

oo
.
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9
8

T
his room

 is for food.
W

e keep this room
 cool.

T
hen food stays fresh.

W
hat do ants eat?

H
umans do not have a clue!

A
nts eat the best food.
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D
re

w
 h

ad
 h

is 
flu
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D
re

w
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ne
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 tu
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tu
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2
7

It was a very hot sum
mer day.

Flags flew
 high.

It was time for D
rew

 to play.
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3
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D
re

w
 p

lay
ed

 h
is 

flu
te

.
H

e 
pla

ye
d 

in 
his

 ro
om

 e
ve

ry
 d

ay
.

D
re

w’
s 

fin
ge

rs
 h

ur
t!

B
ut

 h
e 

st
ill 

pla
ye

d 
his
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lut

e.
H

e 
pla

ye
d 

ev
er

y 
da

y 
in 

Ju
ne
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4
5

D
rew

 played a new
 tune.

T
he new

 tune was very hard.
H

e did not play it very well.

D
rew

 played and played the tune.
H

e blew
 and blew.

D
rew

 had to get it right.
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T
he

 b
ug

 ro
de

 d
ow

n 
th
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fa

lls
!

“I 
too

k 
a 

go
od
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!” 
sh
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sa

id.
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2
7

Look at the high falls!
“I am

 afraid,” the bug called.
N

ow
 she shook and shook.
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A
 b

ug
 ju

m
pe

d 
on

 a
 le

af
 in

 a
 b

ro
ok

.
“N

ow
 I

 w
ill 

ta
ke

 a
 r

ide
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sh
e 

sa
id.

T
he

 st
re

am
 to

ok
 a

 s
ha

rp
 tu

rn
.

N
ow

 it
 w

as
 a

 fa
st

 r
ive

r.
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he
 le

af
 s
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ok
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4
5

T
he bug had a foot in the brook.

She looked ahead.

T
he brook was now

 a quick stream
.

“T
his is a good ride,” said the bug.

She stood up.
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“A
 c
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” a

sk
ed

 L
uk

e.
“Y

es
,” 

sa
id 

M
om

. “
Yo

u 
ca

n 
ma

ke
 a
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oo

k, 
too

.”
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T
he book had blank pages. 

“You can fill those on a trip this June,” 
said M

om
.
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M
om

 lo
ok

ed
 a

t 
a 

bo
ok

.
“Is

 th
at

 b
oo

k 
go

od
?”

 a
sk

ed
 L

uk
e.

M
om

 s
m

ile
d.

Ju
st

 th
en

 D
ad

 w
alk

ed
 in

. H
e 

ha
d 

a 
ne

w
 b

oo
k.

“T
his

 is
 fo

r 
yo

u, 
Lu

ke
,” 

sa
id 

Da
d.
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“I like it,” said M
om

. “T
he truth is I made it.”

“You did?” asked Luke.
“Yes,” said M

om
. “T

here is the proof.”
A

 snapshot was glued to a page.
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“W
he

n 
I 

wa
s 

a 
gir

l,” 
sa

id 
M

om
, “

I 
wa

s 
on

 
a 

tr
ip.

 T
his

 b
oo

k 
te

lls
 w

ha
t 

I 
did

.”

“T
he

 tr
ip 

wa
s 

fu
n,”

 s
aid

 M
om

. “
I 

ev
en

 
sp

ot
te

d 
a 

mo
os

e.”
“A

 m
oo

se
!” 

sa
id 

Lu
ke

.
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11
6 “I went cam

ping,” said M
om

. “I was with 
my mom

 and dad. W
e took a van.”

“I threw
 in too much salt. T

hree big 
spoons,” M

om
 said. 

H
er grin grew

 bigger.
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M
om

 s
ho

we
d 

Lu
ke

 a
 p

ag
e.

“I 
dr

ew
 a

 m
ap

,” 
sa

id 
M

om
. “

It 
sh

ow
s t

he
 w

ay
.”

“D
id 

yo
u 

co
ok

 fo
od

?”
 a

sk
ed

 L
uk

e.
“Y

es
,” 

M
om

 g
rin

ne
d. 

“I 
ma

de
 b

ad
 st

ew
!”
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9
8 “T

he trip was in June,” said M
om

. “I said 
that it was hot. B

ut it was cool at night.”
“W

e had a new
 tent,” said M

om
. “It 

was dark blue. I drew
 that, too.”
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T
he

 B
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k 

th
e 

bu
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t 

of
 to

wn
.

O
n 

th
e 

wa
y 

ho
me

, H
ow

ie 
sa

id,
 “W

ow
! 

C
low

ns
 a

re
 m

uc
h 

be
tte

r t
ha

n 
ra

in 
sh

ow
er

s.”
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C
howder the C

lown did tricks. H
e made

a cat bark and a dog meow.
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6

Ra
in 

sh
ow

er
s 

ar
e 

go
od

 fo
r 

flo
we

rs
, b

ut
 n

ot
 

fo
r t

he
 B

ro
wn

 fa
m

ily.
 T

he
 B

ro
wn

s
we

re
 ti

re
d 

of
 b

ein
g 

ins
ide

.

It 
wa

s 
ho

t 
an

d 
cr

ow
de

d, 
bu

t t
he

 B
ro

wn
s 

did
 n

ot
 c

ar
e.
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4
5

“H
ow

 can we see clowns?” asked H
owie.

“Is the circus in town?” asked Dad.

“Yes! T
here are clowns at the circus in

town,” said M
om

.
T

he B
rowns ran down the stairs and

rode the bus to town.
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M
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h
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Pa
t 

we
nt

 to
 fe

ed
 M

ax
.

“L
oo

k, 
M

om
!” 

Pa
t 

wh
isp

er
ed

.
“M

ax
 fo

un
d 

a 
mo

us
e 

pa
l!”

M
ax

 w
as
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ina

lly
 h

ap
py

.
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2
7

“H
ow

 about a long walk?” asked Pat.
She and M

ax walked around the park.
N

ow
 M

ax was a tired grouch.
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Pa
t 

hu
gg

ed
 h

er
 h

ou
nd

, M
ax

.
B

ut
 M

ax
 w

as
 a

 g
ro

uc
h!

 
W

ha
t 

wi
ll m

ak
e 

M
ax

 h
ap

py
?

M
ax

 s
pit

 th
e 

bo
ne

 o
ut

 o
f 

his
 m

ou
th

.
H

e 
ma

de
 a

 lo
ud

 s
ou

nd
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M
ax

 w
as

 st
ill 

a 
gr

ou
ch
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4
5

“M
aybe M

ax needs a new
 doghouse,” said M

om
.

B
ut M

ax was still a grouch.

“H
ow

 about a pound of dog bones?” 
asked Dad.
Dad set a large bone on the ground.
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ul 
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aw
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 in

 h
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nt
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nd

 in
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Pa

ul,
 st

op
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ing
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!
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Paul m
ixes his sauce with straw

 for the cows. 
Paul’s cat gets saucers of sauce.

T
he cat has sauce on its paws!
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Pa
ul 

lik
es

 to
 c

oo
k. 

H
e 

ma
ke

s 
sa

uc
e.

Be
ca

us
e 

he
 li

ke
s 

it, 
he

 m
ak

es
 a

 lo
t.

B
ut

 P
au

l m
ixe

s 
sa

uc
e 

wi
th
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er

ea
l a

nd
 ra

w
 

be
ets

. T
ha

t t
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s 

aw
fu

l!
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4
5

Paul starts at dawn. H
e makes sauce all day. 

H
e yawns at night. B

ut he still makes sauce.
Paul uses sauce a lot. H

e m
ixes it with

noodles and meat. T
hat is fine.
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“N
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an
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, P

au
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id 

G
ra

m
ps

.
G

ra
m

ps
 fe
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ev
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f 
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ul.
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Paul held the round ball for a second. T
hen

he gave it to G
ram

ps.
“T

his ball is for you, G
ram

ps,” said Paul.
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Pa
ul 

loo
ke

d 
do

wn
 in

 a
we

 a
t t

he
 b

as
eb

all
 f

iel
d.

It 
wa

s 
so

 g
re

en
. “

W
ow

!” 
sa

id 
Pa

ul 
to

 G
ra

m
ps

.
“H

ow
 a

bo
ut

 th
at

 c
at

ch
!” 

sh
ou

te
d 

G
ra

m
ps

.
Pa

ul 
loo

ke
d 

at
 th

e 
ba

ll. 
Pa

ul 
loo

ke
d 

at
 G

ra
m

ps
.
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4
13

Lots of fans sat around Paul. T
he fans all

came to see the O
wls play the H

awks.

T
he foul ball bounced by Paul. N

ow
 was

his chance.
Paul got the foul ball! G

ram
ps felt proud.
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T
he

 O
wl

s 
we

re
 th

e 
tow

n’s
 te

am
. T

he
O

wl
s 

pla
ye

d 
at

 B
ro

wn
 P

ar
k.

B
ut

 th
e 

ba
ll d

id 
no

t 
re

ac
h 

th
em

. P
au

l s
aw

it 
hit

 a
 c

em
en

t 
ste

p. 
It 
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de

 a
 lo

ud
 s

ou
nd
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s

it 
bo

un
ce
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6
11

Paul was thrilled because it was hard to get
O

wls tickets. B
ut G

ram
ps had found a way.

It was a high foul ball. T
he ball flew

 in the
stands close to Paul and G

ram
ps!



195

10
7

T
he

 b
es

t 
hit

te
r 

wa
s 

up
. T

he
 p

itc
h 

wa
s

fa
st.

 P
ow

! H
e 

lau
nc

he
d 

th
e 

ba
ll w

ay
 u

p!

“I 
lik

e 
th

es
e 

se
at

s,”
 s

aid
 P

au
l. 

“W
e 

co
uld

ca
tc

h 
a 

fo
ul 

ba
ll.”

“M
ay

be
,” 

sa
id 

G
ra

m
ps

.
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9
8 G

ram
ps had seen lots of O

wls games. B
ut

G
ram

ps never got a foul ball.
Soon the game started. T

he crowd
applauded. Fans squawked, “G

o, O
wls, go!”
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M
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am
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lap

pin
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r t

he
 m

us
ic,

” h
e 

th
ou

gh
t. 

“A
nd
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 I
 st

ay
ed

 a
wa

ke
!”
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2
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M
r. Daw

 started to tap his foot. “Tapping
ought to keep me awake,” he thought.
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M
r. D

aw
 w

as
 s

o 
tir

ed
. H

e 
br

ou
gh
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he

av
y

 lo
ad
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of
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he
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all
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M
r. D

aw
 st
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oz
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th

. H
e 

aw
ok

e. 
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on
’t 

ge
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ug

ht
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pin
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e 
th

ou
gh
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4
5

M
r. Daw

 could not rest. H
e was going into a

concert hall. H
is daughter had bought tickets.

M
r. Daw

 liked music, but he was tired. H
e

fought to stay awake as he sat into his seat.
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T
he green beans grew. Rabbits tried to destroy

them
. B

ut Royal spoiled the rabbits’ snack.
H

e chased them
 away.
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Roy dropped seeds in the soil. H
e planted

green beans. Royal planted a bone.
Roy used a hose. H

e kept the soil moist.
Roy waited for the seeds to grow.
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I rejoiced as I drove home. B
ut at home, I

saw
 a second bunting on my lawn!
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T
he
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Dawn is a good time to spot birds. M
y dad 

taught me that dawn is when birds wake up.
I paused and looked at the hood of my auto.
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I 
en

joy
ed

 v
isi

tin
g 
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nt
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.
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on
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 to

 g
o. 
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d 
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t 
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ot
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d
a 
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nt

ing
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 w
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isa
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oin
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I hid in the woods. I crawled in tall 
grass. I fought annoying bugs! B

ut I 
didn’t spot a bunting.

I saw
 a yellow

 finch and a blackbird. B
ut 

I did not see a bunting.
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In
 th

e 
fa

ll, 
th

e 
bu

nt
ing

s 
ha

d 
to

 f
ly 

aw
ay

. I
 

ha
d 

to
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t 

a 
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ing

 b
ef

or
e 

th
en

!
Sm

all
 b

ird
s 

ma
de

 lo
ud
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. T

he
y 

sa
w

th
e 

ha
wk

. T
he

y 
tr

ied
 to

 a
vo

id 
be

ing
 c

au
gh

t.
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T
he hawk flew

 in a low
 circle. W

as it
because of me? N

o, it was looking for food.

It was the last day of A
ugust. I hid in 

deep grass. I thought birds could not see me. 
I spotted a hawk.
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“T
his is Tom

. If he did not help me, I would
be unable to make things,” said M

r. Paws.
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“I 
inv

en
te

d 
th

is.
 It

 u
ns

cr
ew

s 
ca

ps
. I

t 
ma

ke
s 

ca
ps

 e
as

y 
to

 o
pe

n,”
 M

r. 
Pa

ws
 s

aid
.

“T
his

 u
nz

ips
 a

nd
 u

np
ac

ks
 a

 b
ag

,” 
sa

id 
M

r. P
aw

s.
“It

 ri
ps

 th
e 

ba
g. 

It 
rip

s 
sh

irt
s 

an
d 

pa
nts

!” 
wh

isp
er

ed
 T

om
.
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4
13

“I dislike saying it, but this will not go well,”
Tom

 whispered.
Just then, bottles fell all over! Tom

 unplugged 
a red wire.

“N
o! It unmakes your bed. It shreds your

mattress. It unstuffs your pillows!” Tom
 

whispered.
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M
r. 

Pa
ws

 s
aid

, “
I 

inv
en

te
d 

th
is.

 It
 w

ra
ps

 a
nd

un
wr

ap
s 

gif
ts

.”
M

r. 
Pa

ws
 w

en
t 

ba
ck

 in
 th

e 
lab

. “
Is 

yo
ur

 b
ed

un
ma

de
? 

T
his

 c
an

 m
ak

e 
it!

” h
e 

sa
id.
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6
11

“I disagree,” Tom
 whispered. “It cannot wrap

gifts and it cannot unwrap gifts! It can just
smash gifts.”

“It will not unwind the hose. It will make a
knot!” whispered sad Tom

.
H

e had to untie the hose.



10
7

To
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 h
ad

 to
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ire
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 d
id 
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me
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.

M
r. 

Pa
ws

 w
as

 in
 a

 ya
rd

. “
T

his
 u

nw
ind

s 
a 

ho
se

.
It 

un
wi

nd
s 

a 
ho

se
 fa

st,
” h

e 
sa

id.
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9
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“T
his opens locks. It can unlock this gate,”

M
r. Paws explained.

“T
hat is untrue! It jams locks!” whispered 

Tom
. Tom

 had to yank the nails to get out.
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2
15

T
he boxes were wet now. T

he boys 
set them

 on the porch. G
ram

 would 
recycle the boxes later.
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G
ra

m
 st

oo
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ins
ide

 th
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ho
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In
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ow
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ow
 fo
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gg
ed

 
G
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m
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4
13

T
he kids would try and retry to make snow

 
walls. B

ut the walls just looked like bum
ps.

T
he boys used and reused the boxes to make

snow
 bricks. T

hey stacked bricks on bricks.
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fo
r 

G
ra

m!



226

6
11

“Pack snow
 inside a box. T

he box can make 
a snow

 brick.” T
hat is what her dad said.

C
ould G

ram
 make a fort? T

hat seemed
im

possible! B
ut G

ram
 grabbed a box and 

packed snow
 in it.
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G
ra

m
 d

id 
no

t 
lik
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th
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e 

da
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ut
 s

he
 c

ou
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ide
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he

 w
an

te
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to
 h

elp
 th
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bo
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T
he
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oy
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we
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ise
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to
 s

ee
 G

ra
m

. 
“L

et
 m

e 
he

lp 
yo

u 
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ma
ke

 th
at

 fo
rt,

” s
he

 s
aid

.
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9
8 G

ram
 visited the basement to get 

em
pty boxes. T

hey had held boots, books, 
and more stuff. G

ram
 could reuse them

.

G
ram

 dressed in a heavy coat, m
ittens, 

and hat. “T
hin clothes are im

proper for 
cold,” her dad always said.
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Ja
ck
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an

d 
M

ax
 w

alk
ed

 a
ro

un
d 

th
e 

ro
of

to
p 

ga
rd

en
. P

lan
ts
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ille

d 
th
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sp

ac
e.

“W
ow

! T
his

 is
 o

ne
 b

ig 
ga

rd
en

!” 
Ja

ck
ie 

sa
id.
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2
15

T
he three walked out on the 

skyscraper roof. Jackie was shocked. A
ll 

she could see was sky and plants.
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M
ax

 a
nd

 J
ac

kie
 li

ke
d 

ga
rd

en
s.

“M
y 

da
d’s

 jo
b 

is 
in 

a 
sk

ys
cr

ap
er

,” 
sa

id 
M

ax
.

“It
 h

as
 a

 b
ig 

ga
rd

en
."

M
ax

’s 
da

d 
se

t 
st

uf
f 

on
 h

is 
de

sk
. “

Ti
me

 to
 

go
 u

p,”
 h

e 
sa

id.
So

on
 th

e 
th

re
e 

we
re

 b
ac

k 
on

 th
e 

ele
va

to
r. 

T
he

y 
we

re
 g

oin
g 

up
.
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4
13

“A
 garden in a skyscraper?” Jackie 

asked. “H
ow

 can that be?”
“I will ask my dad to take us,” said M

ax.
“T

his is a nice garden!” said Jackie.
“T

his is not it yet,” said M
ax. “Just wait!”
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O
ne

 m
or

nin
g, 

M
ax

’s 
da

d 
did

 ta
ke

 th
e 

kid
s. 

T
he

y 
ro

de
 th

e 
tr

ain
. T

he
 tr

ain
 ra

ce
d 

do
wn

 
th

e 
tr

ac
ks

.
A

ll a
ro

un
d 

we
re

 p
lan

ts
 a

nd
 f

low
er

s. 
Ja

ck
ie

th
ou

gh
t 

on
e 

flo
we

r 
wa

s 
wa

x. 
B

ut
 it

 w
as

 re
al.
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11
6 Dad, M

ax, and Jackie were downtown 
fast. T

hey walked to a tall skyscraper. It 
seemed to be made of dark glass.

T
he elevator took them

 way up. It stopped, 
and they walked out.
“M

y desk is back there,” said M
ax’s dad.
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“T
his

 is
 th

e 
pla

ce
,” 

sa
id 

M
ax

.
Ja

ck
ie 

loo
ke

d 
wa

y 
up

. “
W

ow
!” 

sh
e 

sa
id.

“T
ha

t 
is 

no
t t

he
 g

ar
de

n,”
 s

aid
 M

ax
. 

Ja
ck

ie 
th

ou
gh

t 
it 

loo
ke

d 
lik

e 
on

e.
T

he
 th

re
e 

ste
pp

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
ele

va
to

r.
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9
8 O

n the sidewalk, there were big planters. 
T

hey were filled with plants. 
“Is this the garden?” asked Jackie. 
“N

o way,” said M
ax.

T
he three walked inside. A

 man with 
a badge said, “G

ood day.” 
B

y the man’s desk were plants.
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P
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b
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 D
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6

“T
ha

t’s
 r

igh
t,”

 s
aid

 R
an

ge
r 

Li
z. 

“S
o 

wh
at

 d
o 

yo
u 

sa
y 

no
w,

 R
ick

?”
“P

lea
se

 d
o 

no
t 

pic
k 

th
e 

flo
we

rs
,” 

sm
ile

d 
Ri

ck
.
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15

Rick was thinking. “T
here would be no 

flowers left,” he said. “A
nd that would be 

bad for the bees and birds.”
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3
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Si
x 

kid
s 

hik
ed

 b
eh

ind
 R

an
ge

r 
Li

z 
do

wn
 

th
e 

tr
ail

. T
he

 k
ids

 li
ke

d 
Ra

ng
er

 L
iz.

“T
ha

t’s
 a

 lo
t 

of
 f

low
er

s,”
 s

aid
 L

iz.
 “A

nd
 

hu
nd

re
ds

 o
f 

kid
s 

hik
e 

he
re

 e
ac

h 
we

ek
. 

W
ha

t 
if 

all
 th

os
e 

kid
s 

pic
ke

d 
flo

we
rs

?”
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4
13

T
he kids followed Ranger Liz up high 

ridges and over wide bridges. T
hey 

followed her into a field of flowers.

“T
hat’s right,” said Rick.

“W
hat about your five pals?” asked Liz. 

“W
ould they like a m

ix, too?”
“Yes!” shouted the kids.
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5
12

T
he

 k
ids

 re
all

y 
lik

ed
 th

e 
flo

we
rs

. 
So

me
 f

low
er

s 
re

ac
he

d 
th

e 
tr

ail
’s 

ed
ge

. 
So

me
 lo

ok
ed

 li
ke

 b
rig

ht
 s

pik
es

.

“W
ell

,” 
sa

id 
Ra

ng
er

 L
iz.

 “Y
ou

r 
mo

m
 

m
igh

t 
lik

e 
a 

m
ix 

of
 f

low
er

s. 
Yo

u 
m

igh
t 

pic
k 

six
 o

r 
se

ve
n.”
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11
6

“I wish I could take some flowers 
home,” said Rick. “T

hey would be 
nice for my mom

.”
“Read this,” said M

ike.

Rick was still thinking about his mom
.

“B
ut why can’t we pick flowers?” he asked.

Ranger Liz sm
iled.
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7
10

Ri
ck

 re
ad

, “
Pl

ea
se

 d
o 

no
t 

pic
k 

th
e 

flo
we

rs
.” 

Ri
ck

 lo
ok

ed
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
fie

ld.
 It

 
wa

s 
fil

led
 w

ith
 f

low
er

s.

“S
ee

 th
e 

be
es

 a
nd

 th
e 

bir
ds

,” 
sa

id 
Ra

ng
er

 L
iz.

 “T
he

y 
ne

ed
 th

e 
flo

we
rs

. 
A

nd
 th

e 
flo

we
rs

 n
ee

d 
th

em
.”
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9
8 “T

here are m
iles of flowers,” said 

Rick. “W
hy can’t we pick some?”

A
 yellow

 and black bee buzzed by.

T
he bee sniffed at a flower. Rick and 

the kids jum
ped back. T

hen Rick saw
 a 

black and yellow
 finch. T

he bird sniffed 
at a flower, too.
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hn
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0

7

“D
on

nie
, y

ou
 k

no
w

 w
ha

t t
ha

t 
me

an
s,”

 J
oa

n 
sa

id.
“Y

es
,” 

sm
ile

d 
Do

nn
ie.

 “M
oo

!” 
“M

oo
!” 

joi
ne

d 
in 

Jo
an

.
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2
15

“Rice is a grass,” said M
iss Dock. 

“Seeds from
 it make food. A

nd seeds 
from

 oat grass make food, too.”
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3
14

M
iss

 D
oc

k 
dr

ov
e 

th
e 

bu
s t

o 
a 

fa
rm

. 
T

he
 c

las
s 

loo
ke

d 
ou

t t
he

 w
ind

ow
s. 

T
he

y 
sa

w
 m

ea
do

ws
, b

ar
ns

, a
nd

 s
ilo

s.
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“L
oo

k,”
 s

aid
 M

iss
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oc
k. 

“T
his

 b
lad

e 
of

 g
ra

ss
 h

as
 li

tt
le 

se
ed

s 
on

 to
p.”

 
M

iss
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oc
k 

dr
op

pe
d 

lit
tle

 s
ee

ds
 in

 
he

r 
ha

nd
.



4
13

Some of the meadows had wire 
fences. Some had low

 stone walls. 
“T

hose stone walls have big 
rocks,” said Joan.

M
iss Dock and the kids got out of 

the bus. She picked a piece of very 
tall grass from

 the lawn. 
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5
12

T
he

 k
ids

 w
er

e 
fro

m
 th

e 
cit

y. 
So

me
 

ha
d 

ne
ve

r 
se

en
 a

 fa
rm

.
“Is

 th
at

 a
n 

ox
?”

 a
sk

ed
 D

on
nie

.
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Sh
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ke
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fa
rm

er
’s 

law
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“I 
wi

ll s
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u,”
 s

aid
 M

iss
 D

oc
k.



11
6

“Rice is grass?” asked Joan.
“O

atmeal is not green,” said Donnie. “H
ow

 
can oats be grass?”

M
iss Dock sm

iled. “N
ope, it looks a 

bit like an ox. B
ut it is just a big cow.”

“Ick! It is eating grass,” said Joan. 
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7
10

M
iss

 D
oc

k 
slo

we
d 

do
wn

 th
e 

bu
s.

“W
e 

ea
t 

gr
as

s, 
too

,” 
sh

e 
sa

id.
“N

o 
wa

y!
” s

aid
 J

oa
n.

T
he

 c
ow

 w
as

 m
oo

ing
 n

ow
.
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T
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us
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as
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oin
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. T
he

 ro
ad

 h
ad
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ig 
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les

. M
iss

 
Do

ck
 h

ad
 to
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ge
 th

em
.



9
8

“A
 little box of Rice Puffs,” Joan said.

“A
 bowl of oatmeal,” said Donnie.

“You both had grass, then,” said M
iss Dock.

M
iss Dock drove the bus over a bum

py road. 
“W

hat did you eat for breakfast?” M
iss 

Dock asked.
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M
r.

 P
la
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E
x
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rt
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Si
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d
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D

o
m
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 C
a
ta
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C
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8

“T
ha

nk
s, 

kid
s!

 T
ha

nk
s, 

ad
ult

s!
 I

 m
us

t 
ru

n 
to

 p
luc

k 
so

me
 w

ee
ds

. S
ee

 yo
u 

ne
xt

 ti
me

!”
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2
15

“Do plants like music? W
hat tunes do they 

like?” asked a girl.
“Plant experts like music,” said M

r. Expert.
 “I like rock tunes.”
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3
14

Ki
ds

 a
nd

 a
du

lts
 f

ille
d 

th
e 

ha
ll. 

T
he

y 
ca

me
 to

 s
ee

 M
r. 

Pl
an

t 
Ex

pe
rt.

 T
he

y 
ca

me
 to

 h
av

e 
fu

n.

“P
lan

t 
ca

n 
me

an
 fa

cto
ry

,” 
sa

id 
M

r. 
Ex

pe
rt.

 “A
 fa

cto
ry

 m
ak

es
 th

ing
s. 

A
 b

ric
k 

pla
nt

 m
ak

es
 b

ric
ks

.”
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4
13

“H
i! I am

 M
r. Plant Expert. A

sk 
me about plants and gardens. M

aybe 
you can stum

p me!”

“T
here is a brick plant in town,” said 

a boy. “C
an bricks grow

 on plants?”
“N

o,” said M
r. Expert. 
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5
12

“M
r. 

Ex
pe

rt,
” s

aid
 a

 p
up

il. 
“I 

he
ar

d 
ab

ou
t 

a 
tr

uc
k 

fa
rm

. D
o 

hu
ge

 tr
uc

ks
 

gr
ow

 th
er

e?
 A

re
 b

us
es

 a
nd

 c
ar

s 
gr

ow
n 

th
er

e, 
too

?”

“I 
am

 a
 g

oo
d 

ga
rd

en
er

,” 
ex

pla
ine

d 
M

r. 
Ex

pe
rt.

 “T
ha

t 
is 

wh
at

 a
 g

re
en

 th
um

b 
me

an
s. 

B
ut

 m
y 

th
um

bs
 a

re
 n

ot
 re

all
y 

gr
ee

n."



11
6 “N

o,” sm
iled M

r. Expert. “Veggies 
grow

 on truck farms. T
he veggies are 

cucum
bers, beans, and so on.”

“M
y mom

 said you have a green 
thum

b. C
an I see it?” asked a cute kid.

M
r. Expert chuckled.
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7
10

“Fa
rm

er
s 

pa
ck

 v
eg

gie
s 

in 
bo

xe
s. 

Tr
uc

ks
 

ta
ke

 th
e 

ve
gg

ies
 to

 st
or

es
. T

ha
t 

is 
wh

y 
th

e 
fa

rm
s 

ar
e 

ca
lle

d 
tr

uc
k 

fa
rm

s.”

“B
ug

s 
ea

t 
pla

nts
,” 

sa
id 

a 
ma

n. 
“B

ut
 

do
 p

lan
ts

 e
at

 b
ug

s?
”

“A
 fe

w
 d

o,”
 s

aid
 M

r. 
Ex

pe
rt.

 “T
he

y 
ar

e 
go

od
 to

 ta
ke

 to
 p

icn
ics

.”



9
8 “Is this true?” asked a boy. “Do plants 
get fuel from

 the sun? H
ow

 can a hose 
reach that far?”

“Plants do get fuel from
 the sun,” 

explained M
r. Expert. “B

ut plants do not 
use hoses. Sunshine provides plants with 
fuel and energy.”
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T
he

 fa
m

ily
 o

f 
fo

ur
 st

oo
d 

on
 th

e 
gr
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sy

 
hil

l. T
he
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loo
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ne

w
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ou
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elo
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“W

e 
ar

e 
so

 lu
ck
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ea
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id.



2
15

Finally, after weeks and weeks, the house 
was ready. A

 big van brought beds, dressers, 
desks, and tables.
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3
14

De
an

, M
om

, a
nd

 th
e 

ba
by

 s
at

 o
n 

a 
gr

as
sy

 
hil

l. 
A

 tr
ac

to
r 

du
g 

be
low

. T
he

 tr
ac

to
r 

du
g 

a 
de

ep
 h

ole
.

Fo
ur

 tr
ee

s 
we

re
 p

lan
te

d. 
C

ar
pe

nte
rs

 p
ut

 
a 

de
ck

 o
n 

th
e 

ba
ck

 o
f 

th
e 

ho
us

e. 
“W

e 
wi

ll e
at

 th
er

e 
at

 ti
me

s,”
 s

aid
 M

om
.
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4
13

T
he tractor piled dirt on the field’s edge.

“T
hat hole will be the basement,” explained 

M
om

. “A
nd trucks will haul that dirt away.”

W
eeks passed. W

alls were plastered. 
Lights and switches were added. Painters 
came. Soon the house was almost ready.



5
12

A
 c

re
w

 la
id 

br
ick

s. 
T

he
 b

ric
ks

 w
er

e 
re

d. 
T

he
 c

re
w

 p
ut

 e
ac

h 
br

ick
 in

 b
y 

ha
nd

. 
It 

too
k 

sk
ill 

an
d 

tim
e.

De
an

 w
as

 h
ap

py
. T

his
 h

ole
 w

as
 th

e 
sta

rt
 o

f 
a 

ne
w

 h
ou

se
. I

t 
wa

s 
his

 fa
m

ily
’s 

ne
w

 h
ou

se
! H

e 
fe

lt 
luc

ky
.
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11
6

Electric wires were added. W
ires were 

put in walls. 
It takes a lot of know

-how
 to get the 

wires right.

A
 week later, Dean and M

om
 came 

back. T
he hole now

 had cement walls. 
O

n top, it had four steel beams. 
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7
10

“S
te

el 
be

am
s 

wi
ll h

old
 u

p 
th

e 
ho

us
e,”

 s
aid

 M
om

.
T

hr
ee

 w
ee

ks
 la

te
r, 

De
an

 w
as

 b
ac

k. 
A

 te
am

 
of

 fo
ur

 c
ar

pe
nte

rs
 h

am
me

re
d.

Se
ve

ra
l t

ea
ms

 w
er

e 
in 

th
e 

ho
us

e. 
M

en
 

pu
t 

in 
pip

es
. S

om
e 

pip
es

 w
er

e 
fo

r 
wa

te
r. 

So
me

 w
er

e 
fo

r 
ga

s. 
G

as
 w

ill 
he

at
 th

e 
ho

us
e.
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9
8

T
he frame went up quickly. Dad also 

came to check the house. 
Dad pointed. “You will sleep in a 

bedroom
 there.” 

Dean liked seeing the team
. H

e learned a lot.
Dean took a deep breath. H

e liked smelling 
fresh wood.
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In Septem
ber, Josh’s phone rang. “Josh, 

this is Ruth,” said a voice. “I am
 calling 

from
 my nephew’s house in the street.”
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.
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A
t the next house, Ruth checked her 

mail. “M
y nephew

 sent a postcard,” she 
called. “H

e is in his house on the beach.”

In A
ugust, Josh brushed his dog’s fur. 

“M
y nephew

 sent a photo,” said Ruth. 
“H

e is in his house in the far north.”
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Jo
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B
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 J
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ay
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at

.
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11
6 In early June, Josh painted a bench. 
“M

y nephew
 wrote me,” Ruth said. “H

e 
is in his house at the ranch.”

Later, Ruth said, “I got a call from
 my nephew. 

H
e is in his house in the woods. H

e is searching 
for birds.”
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ow
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th
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t J
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9
8 In late June, Josh cleaned his car. 
“I heard from

 my nephew,” Ruth said. 
“H

e is in his house at the river.”

N
ow

 Josh thought, “Ruth’s nephew
 

must be rich. H
e has three houses.”

B
ut Josh did not say that.
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2
15

A
ll sum

mer, Dad did not start the motor.
A

nd he did not open the awning. 
N

ew
 birds were born and grew.
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I 
wa

s 
co
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er
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d. 
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ou

ld 
Da

d 
br
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e 

ne
st

 a
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 H

e 
did

 n
ot

.
“N

ow
 th

is 
ne

st
 is

 a
 h

om
e,”

 h
e 

sa
id.

La
st
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Da
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hr
ille

d. 
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.
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4
13

O
n T

hursday, we came back. O
n the porch, 

Dad heard a bird. H
e grabbed his ladder.

“A
 nest with eggs!” he whispered.

It was not hard to open the awning. 
Dad just hit a button. A

 little motor 
turned on, and the awning rolled out. 
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Ea
rly

 o
ne

 d
ay

, I
 w

as
 o

n 
th

e 
po

rc
h. 

T
he

 a
wn

ing
 w

as
 ro

lle
d 

up
. I

 h
ea

rd
 a

 
bir

d. 
I 

loo
ke

d 
up

. 

“S
ee

,” 
sa

id 
Da

d. 
“T

he
 b

ird
 is

 s
ma

rt.
 

It 
se
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ed
 fo

r 
a 

be
tte

r 
pla

ce
.”

T
he

 n
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t 
Su
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ay
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e 

vis
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d 
a 

fa
rm

. 
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11
6 A

 bird was perched on the rolled-up 
awning. It had started to make a nest 
there. I called Dad.

Each day, Dad brushed the twigs away. 
A

fter the third day, the bird stopped. It 
must have made a nest far away.
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7
10A

t 
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ch
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e 

aw
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he

 b
ird
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lew

 a
wa

y. 
In

 a
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, D
ad
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a 
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d 
at

 th
e 

ne
st.
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8

“So far, this is just twigs,” Dad said. H
e 

brushed them
 away. 

“T
he bird will learn not to make a nest here.”

I was surprised. Dad could tell.
“Do not be concerned,” he said. “T

his 
will not hurt the bird. It will learn.”
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2
15

Tony told him
 in a nice way. M

r. Bloom
 

sm
iled and said, “Tony, you are right. I will 

turn down that light.”
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O
n 

a 
ho

t 
nig

ht,
 T

on
y 

lik
ed

 h
is 

wi
nd

ow
 

an
d 

bli
nd

s 
op

en
. T

he
n 

he
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ou
ld 

fe
el 

co
ol 

br
ee

ze
s. 

H
e 

co
uld
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ee
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e 

mo
on

.

A
 B

ri
gh

t 
Li

gh
t

“H
i, T

on
y,”

 s
aid

 M
r. B

loo
m

.
“H

i, M
r. B

loo
m

,” 
sa

id 
To

ny.
 T

he
n 

To
ny
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we

d 
his
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lan

. H
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ld 

M
r. B

loo
m
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ut
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Lately, a bright light changed things. It 
filled Tony’s room

. H
e had to shut his blinds. 

T
he light came from

 the next house.

T
he next afternoon, Tony went to 

M
r. Bloom

. Tony carried the book with 
him

. It helped him
 act bravely.
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To
ny

 th
ou
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ny
 w
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 to
o.

T
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 h
ou

se
 w

as
 M

r. B
loo

m’
s. 

H
e 

wa
s 

ne
w

 o
n 

th
e 

blo
ck

. H
e 

did
 n

ot
 ta

lk 
mu

ch
. 

H
e 

jus
t 

sto
od

 a
nd

 lo
ok

ed
 a

t 
pla

nts
.
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11
6

Tony knew
 what he had to do. H

e had 
to talk to M

r. Bloom
 soon. B

ut Tony felt 
afraid.

A Good Plan

N
ow

 Tony was not thinking about 
M

r. Bloom
. Tony was reading a good 

book. It was about a brave man.
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T
he

 m
an

 to
ok

 a
 c
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nc

e. 
H

e 
cli

m
be
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on

 E
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th
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H
e 
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de
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d 
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.
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he

n 
he

 d
id,

 T
on

y’s
 ro

om
 w

as
 b

rig
ht.

 
It 

se
em
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 li

ke
 h
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p 
wa
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st

ill 
on
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on

y 
sh

oo
k 

his
 h
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d. 

It 
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rig
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!
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9
8 T

he book was true. T
he man was 

real. Tony liked true books. H
e liked 

them
 better than made-up books.

Soon Tony flipped his lam
p switch. H

e 
had to go to sleep. 
It was hot. Tony opened his blinds and 

window.
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2
15

A
udrey was awake for a long, long time. 

She thought she heard a mouse. She thought
she heard a shout. 
A

nd B
rook just slept.

C
o
p
yrig

ht ©
 2

0
15 M

cG
raw

-H
ill Ed

uca
tio

n

A
ll rig

hts reserved
. The co

ntents, o
r p

a
rts thereo

f, m
a
y b

e 
rep

rod
uced

 in p
rint fo

rm
 fo

r no
n-p

ro
fit ed

uca
tio

na
l use w

ith 
SRA

 O
p
en C

o
urt Rea

d
ing

, p
rovid

ed
 such rep

rod
uctio

ns b
ea

r 
co

p
yrig

ht no
tice, b

ut m
a
y no

t b
e rep

rod
uced

 in a
ny fo

rm
 fo

r 
a
ny o

ther p
urp

o
se w

itho
ut the p

rio
r w

ritten co
nsent o

f 
M

cG
raw

-H
ill Ed

uca
tio

n, includ
ing

, b
ut no

t lim
ited

 to
, netw

o
rk 

sto
ra

g
e o

r tra
nsm

issio
n, o

r b
roa

d
ca

st fo
r d

ista
nce lea

rning
.

Send
 a

ll inq
uiries to

:
M

cG
raw

-H
ill Ed

uca
tio

n
8
7
8
7
 O

rio
n Place

C
olum

b
us, O

H
  4

32
4
0

M
H
Eonline.com



295

3
14

T
he

 g
irls
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ll w
ee
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4
13

“I hope I will not be afraid,” said B
rook. 

“I have never cam
ped before.”

“W
e will be right in town,” said A

udrey.

T
hen A

udrey heard a loud howl!
She jum

ped. H
er hand felt the cold, moist 

soil.  T
here m

ight be bugs in the ground!
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“A
nd

 w
e 

wi
ll b

e 
ne

xt
 to

 m
y 

ho
us

e. 
M

y 
mo

m
 a

nd
 d

ad
 w

ill 
be

 a
ro

un
d,”

 A
ud

re
y 

ad
de

d. 
“Y

ou
 w

ill 
en

joy
 c

am
pin

g 
ou

t.”

A
ud

re
y 

fe
lt 

ve
ry
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fra

id.
 W

ha
t 

co
uld

 s
he

 
do

? 
C

all
 h

er
 m

om
? 

Ru
n 

to
 th

e 
ho

us
e?

“I 
mu

st
 st

ay
,” 

sh
e 

fro
wn

ed
. 
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6
11

A
t last, it was Saturday night. A

udrey’s 
dad made dinner. H

e grilled corn in foil. H
e 

also made sweet and sour chicken. 

A
udrey heard a loud sound. W

as it a growl?
T

here was more noise. W
as an animal 

prowling around? 
B

rook just slept.
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irls
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B
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. A
ud

re
y 

did
 n

ot
.

Sh
e 

fe
lt 

af
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id!
 

“B
ein

g 
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id 

is 
st

up
id,

” s
he

 th
ou

gh
t. 

“I 
am

 
rig

ht
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y 
my

 h
ou

se
.”
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9
8 A
udrey’s mom

 and dad said good night. 
T

he girls crawled in the tent. 
“A

re you afraid, B
rook?” asked A

udrey.

B
rook thought about it.

She was surprised. She did not feel afraid.
“W

ow,” said B
rook. “I feel fine now.”
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 b
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A
ndy turned around. T

he chair was not 
knocking, and drapes were not swaying. T

he 
tablecloth was not floating. T

he hat was not 
tipping. It was not dark and scary in there. 
Rainbows danced in the room

.
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A
nd

y 
Le

e 
wa

s 
a 

tim
id 

ma
n. 

H
e 

wa
s 

als
o 

an
 a

rti
st

 a
nd

 m
ad

e 
sta

ine
d 

gla
ss

 w
ind

ow
s. 

H
is 

gla
ss

 m
ad

e 
ra

inb
ow

s 
da

nc
e 

in 
ro

om
s.

A
nd

y 
fe

lt 
a 

br
ee

ze
. H

e 
fo

un
d 

a 
br

ok
en

 
wi

nd
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. H
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pu
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e 
ne
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 w

ind
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. I
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fit
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rfe
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Tim
id A

ndy walked in. It was dark 
and scary. A

 chair was knocking, 
drapes were swaying, a tablecloth 
was floating, and a hat was tipping.

O
ne day, A

ndy made a window
pane for an inn. H

e took the 
window

 pane to an inn that was 
far away.  Tim

id A
ndy walked 

and walked.
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A
ndy came to the town where the inn 

was. Down the street ran a maid. 
“Turn back!” she cried. “Do not go! A

 
chair is knocking. D

rapes are swaying. It’s 
dark and awful in that inn!”
“Stay with me,” whispered tim

id A
ndy.
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A
nd

y, 
th

e 
ma

id,
 a

nd
 th

e 
co

ok
 st

oo
d 

at
 th

e 
en

tr
an

ce
. O

ut
 ra

n 
an

 in
nk

ee
pe

r. 
“T

ur
n 

ba
ck

!” 
sh

e 
cr

ied
. “A

 c
ha

ir 
is 

kn
oc

kin
g. 

D
ra

pe
s 

ar
e 

sw
ay

ing
. A

 ta
ble

clo
th

 is
 f

loa
tin

g, 
an

d 
a 

ha
t 

is 
tip

pin
g. 

It’
s 

da
rk

 a
nd

 s
ca

ry
 in

 
he

re
!”

“B
ut

 w
ha

t 
ab

ou
t t

he
 w

ind
ow

?”
 a

sk
ed

 A
nd

y. 
“I 

am
 a

 ti
m

id 
ma

n, 
bu

t t
his

 is
 m

y 
be

st
 w

ind
ow

 
ev

er.
 I

 w
ill 

st
ill 

pu
t 

in 
my

 w
ind

ow
.”
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A
ndy and the maid came to a gate. 

O
ut ran a cook waving a spoon.

“Turn back!” cried the cook. “A
 chair 

is knocking. D
rapes are swaying. A

 
tablecloth is floating. It’s dark and scary 
in there!”
“Stay with me,” whispered tim

id A
ndy.


