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About the Decodable Stories Takehome Books
The SRA Open Court Reading Decodable Stories Takehome Books 

allow your students to apply their knowledge of phonic elements to read 

simple, engaging texts. Each story supports instruction in a new phonic 

element and incorporates elements and words that have been learned 

earlier.

The students can fold and staple the pages of each Decodable Story 

Takehome Book to make books of their own to keep and read. We suggest 

that you keep extra sets of the stories in your classroom for the children 

to reread.

How to Make a Takehome Book
1. Tear out the pages you need.

2.  Place the title page facedown and the page with two consecutive folios 

(pages 4–5 in example) faceup.
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3.  Place the pages on top of each other 

in order. The facedown title page will 

be on the bottom, and the page with 

the consecutive folios (pages 8–9 in 

example) will be faceup on the top.

4. Fold along the center line.

5. Check to make sure the pages are in order.

6. Staple the pages along the fold.

3.  Place the page with consecutive 

folios (page 4–5 in example) on top 

of the other page.

4. Fold along the center line.

5. Check to make sure the pages are in order.

6. Staple the pages along the fold.

For 16-page book For 8-page book
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Just to let you know...

A message from 

Help your child discover the joy of independent reading with 

SRA Open Court Reading. From time to time your child will bring 

home his or her very own Decodable Stories Takehome Books to share 

with you. With your help, these stories can give your child important 

reading practice and a joyful shared reading experience.

You may want to set aside a few minutes every evening to read these 

stories together. Here are some suggestions you may find helpful:

• Do not expect your child to read each story perfectly, but 

concentrate on sharing the book together.

• Participate by doing some of the reading.

• Talk about the stories as you read, give lots of encouragement, 

and watch as your child becomes more fluent throughout the year!

Learning to read takes lots of practice. Sharing these stories is one 

way that your child can gain that valuable practice. Encourage your 

child to keep the Decodable Stories Takehome Books in a special place. 

This collection will make a library of books that your child can read and 

reread. Take the time to listen to your child read from his or her library. 

Just a few moments of shared reading each day can give your child the 

confidence needed to excel in reading.

Children who read every day come to think of reading as a pleasant, 

natural part of life. One way to inspire your child to read is to show that 

reading is an important part of your life by letting him or her see you 

reading books, magazines, newspapers, or any other materials. Another 

good way to show that you value reading is to share a Decodable Story 

Takehome Book with your child each day.

Successful reading experiences allow children to be proud of 

their new-found reading ability. Support your child with interest and 

enthusiasm about reading. You won’t regret it!
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Decodable Stories’ Table

Getting Started

Lesson Core Decodable Practice Decodable
Sound/Spelling 

Correspondences

High-Frequency 

Words Introduced

Day 1
1  Matt, Kim, and 

Sam
1 Sam

/a/ spelled a

/d/ spelled d

/h/ spelled h_

/m/ spelled m

/n/ spelled n

/s/ spelled s, ss

/t/ spelled t, tt

/i/ spelled i

/o/ spelled o

/b/ spelled b

/k/ spelled c, k

/f/ spelled f, ff

/g/ spelled g

hand, high, land, 

watch

Day 2 2 Fast Sam 2 Help

/e/ spelled e, _ea_

/j/ spelled j

/l/ spelled l, ll

/p/ spelled p

/r/ spelled r

/ks/ spelled �  x

/u/ spelled u

/kw/ spelled qu_

/v/ spelled v

/w/ spelled w_

/y/ spelled y_

/z/ spelled z, zz, _s

hear, next, still, 

until

Day 3 3 Midge 3 Fran and Ann

/j/ spelled �dge

/k/ spelled �ck

/ng/ spelled �ng

/nk/ spelled �nk

/a/ spelled a

/e/ spelled e, _ea_

/i/ spelled i

/o/ spelled o

/u/ spelled u

back, children, 

head, move, plants, 

second

Day 4 4 Tell Your Pals 4 Fran’s Story

/ar/ spelled ar

/er/ spelled er, ir, ur, ear

/or/ spelled or, ore

earth, hard, last, 

more, school, story, 

than

Day 5 5 Stars 5 Fishing

/sh/ spelled sh

/th/ spelled th

/ch/ spelled ch

above, answer, 

friend, night, turned
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Unit 1

Lesson Core Decodable Practice Decodable
Sound/Spelling 

Correspondences

High-Frequency 

Words Introduced

Lesson 1 6 Val’s New Bike 6 Dave’s New Home

/∫/ spelled a, a_e

/μ/ spelled i, i_e

/∂/ spelled o, o_e

change, find, most, 

talk, thought, home

Lesson 2 7 Vic’s Big Chore 7 Dave Returns
/¥/ spelled e, e_e

/Œ/ spelled u, u_e
close, time, while

Lesson 3 8 Gem Is Missing 8 More Clover
/j/ spelled ge, gi_

/s/ spelled ce, ci_, cy
large, name, things

Lesson 4 9 On a Train 9 Riddles
/∫/ spelled ai_, _ay

/Ω/ spelled _le, _el, _al, _il

city, each, face, 

near, through, took

Lesson 5 10 Bike Races 10 Dad Wraps a Gift

/f/ spelled ph

/m/ spelled _mb

/n/ spelled kn_

/r/ spelled wr_

/w/ spelled wh_

almost, also, years

Lesson 6 11 Too Cold?
11  I Was Inside a 

Dragon
Review Lessons 1–5 air, such

Unit 2

Lesson Core Decodable Practice Decodable
Sound/Spelling 

Correspondences

High-Frequency 

Words Introduced

Lesson 1 12  The Empty Field 12 Lee’s Eagle /¥/ spelled ee, ea, _y, _ie_, _ey eyes, part

Lesson 2 13 Bats 13 Mack’s Problem /μ/ spelled _igh, _ie, _y
even, might, need, 

trees

Lesson 3 14 More Bats 14 An Old Boat /∂/ spelled oa_, _ow house, same, side

Lesson 4 15 Condors 15 Mew? Mew? /Œ/ spelled _ew, _ue feet, world, without

Lesson 5 16 A Visit 16 Yikes! Sue! /∏/ spelled oo, u, u_e, _ew, _ue end, should

Lesson 6 17  Migrating Geese 17 Strange Stuff Review Lessons 1–5
along, began, 

following

Unit 3

Lesson Core Decodable Practice Decodable
Sound/Spelling 

Correspondences

High-Frequency 

Words Introduced

Lesson 1 18 A Trade 18 Hockey Tryouts
Contrast /oo/ and /∏/ 

spelled oo
book, letters

Lesson 2
19  A Brief History of 

Money
19 Snow

/ow/ spelled ow, ou_; Contrast 

with /∂/ spelled _ow
enough, set

Lesson 3
20  Collecting Baseball 

Cards
20 The Hawk

/aw/ spelled  au_, aw, augh, 

ough, al, all
between, ever

Lesson 4 21 Money Stories
21  Cowboy Roy’s Two 

Rules
/oi/ spelled oi, _oy words

Lesson 5 22  Seven Bank Facts 22 Josh and Brownie

/∂/ spelled _ow

/Œ/ spelled u_e, _ew, _ue

/∏/ spelled _ue, _ew, u_e

/ow/ spelled ow

paper

Lesson 6 23 Dad Is Back
23  A Crew in Outer 

Space
Review Lessons 1–5 point
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Grade 3 High-Frequency Words

above

air

almost

along

also

answer

back

began

between

book

change

children

city

close

each

earth

end

enough

even

ever

eyes

face

feet

find

following

friend

hand

hard

head

hear

high

home

house

land

large

last

letters

might

more

most

move

name

near

need

next

night

paper

part

plants

point

same

school

second

set

should

side

still

story

such

talk

than

things

thought

through

time

took

trees

turned

until

watch

while

without

words

world

years

Grade 2 High-Frequency Words

again

always

animal

another

because

been

believe

better

black

both

bring

brother

brought

buy

carry

center

circle

different

does

done

easy

eight

everyone

everything

far

few

first

full

give

goes

gray

great

hold

horse

knew

laugh

learn

light

listen

live

many

may

mouse

Mr.

Mrs.

much

myself

never

new

nine

off

often

once

only

open

other

ought

our

own

paste

people

picture

piece

please

pull

quite

read

seven

show

sign

small

something

soon

sorry

start

stop

taste

tell

ten

thank

these

think

those

three

today

together

uncle

under

upon

us

use

warm

wash

which

white

who

why

work

write

zero
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Grade 1 High-Frequency Words

about

after

an

any

are

around

ask

away

before

big

blue

brown

by

call

came

come

could

day

don’t

every

five

four

from

get

going

good

got

green

help

here

how

if

into

its

jump

just

know

like

long

make

me

my

no

now

old

one

or

over

pretty

put

red

ride

right

saw

six

sleep

take

their

them

this

too

two

very

walk

want

water

way

well

went

where

will

would

yellow

yes

your

Grade K High-Frequency Words

a

all

am

and

as

at

be

boy

but

can

did

do

down

for

girl

go

had

has

have

he

her

him

his

I

in

is

it

little

look

of

on

out

said

see

she

some

that

the

then

there

they

to

up

was

we

were

what

when

with

you
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