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About the Decodable Takehomes
The SRA Open Court Reading Decodable Takehomes allow your 

students to apply their knowledge of phonic elements to read simple, 

engaging texts. Each story supports instruction in a new phonic element 

and incorporates elements and words that have been learned earlier.

The students can fold and staple the pages of each Decodable 

Takehome to make books of their own to keep and read. We suggest that 

you keep extra sets of the stories in your classroom for the students 

to reread.

How to Make a Takehome

1. Tear out the pages you need.

2. Place pages 4 and 5, and pages 2 and 7 faceup for 8-page books.
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3.  Place the pages on top of each other in 

this order: pages 8 and 9, pages 6 and 

11, pages 4 and 13, and pages 2 and 15.

4. Fold along the center line.

5. Check to make sure the pages are in order.

6. Staple the pages along the fold.

3.  Place pages 4 and 5 on top of 

pages 2 and 7.

4. Fold along the center line.

5. Check to make sure the pages are in order.

6. Staple the pages along the fold.

For 16-page book For 8-page book
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Just to let you know...

A message from 

Help your child discover the joy of independent reading with 

SRA Open Court Reading. From time to time your child will bring 

home his or her very own Pre-Decodable or Decodable Takehomes 

to share with you. With your help, these stories can give your child 

important reading practice and a joyful shared reading experience.

You may want to set aside a few minutes every evening to read these 

stories together. Here are some suggestions you may find helpful:

• Do not expect your child to read each story perfectly, but 

concentrate on sharing the book together.

• Participate by doing some of the reading. 

• Talk about the stories you read, give lots of encouragement, and 

watch as your child becomes more fluent throughout the year!

Learning to read takes lots of practice. Sharing these stories is one 

way that your child can gain that valuable practice. Encourage your child 

to keep the Pre-Decodable or Decodable Takehomes in a special place. 

This collection will make a library of books that your child can read and 

reread. Take the time to listen to your child read from his or her library. 

Just a few moments of shared reading each day can give your child the 

confidence needed to excel in reading.

Children who read every day come to think of reading as a pleasant, 

natural part of life. One way to inspire your child to read is to show that 

reading is an important part of your life by letting him or her see you 

reading books, magazines, newspapers, or any other materials. Another 

good way to show that you value reading is to share a Pre-Decodable or 

Decodable Takehome with your child each day.

Successful reading experiences allow children to be proud of 

their newfound reading ability. Support your child with interest and 

enthusiasm about reading. You won’t regret it!
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High-Frequency Words

 1. Pre-decodable

 2. Pre-decodable

 3. Pre-decodable

 4. Pre-decodable

 5.  Pre-decodable

 6. /s/ spelled s,

   /m/ spelled m,

   /a/ spelled a

 7. /t/ spelled t, tt

 8. Review

 9. /d/ spelled d

 10. /n/ spelled n

 11. /i/ spelled i

 12. /h/ spelled h_

 13. Review

 14. /p/ spelled p

 15. /l/ spelled l, ll

 16. /o/ spelled o

 17. /b/ spelled b

 18. Review

 19. /k/ spelled c

 20. special spelling al, 

all

 21. /k/ spelled k, � ck

 22. /r/ spelled r

 23. Review

 24. /f/ spelled f, ff

 25. /s/ spelled ss

 26. /g/ spelled g

 27. /j/ spelled j

 28. Review

 29. /j/ spelled � dge

 30. /u/ spelled u

 31. /z/ spelled z, zz

 32. /z/ spelled _s

 33. Review

 34. /ks/ spelled � x

 35. /e/ spelled e

 36. -ed ending: /ed/, /d/

 37. -ed ending: /t/

 38. Review

 39. /e/ spelled _ea_

 40. /sh/ spelled sh

 41. /th/ spelled th

 42. /ch/ spelled ch, � tch

 43. Review

 44. /or/ spelled or, ore

 45. /ar/ spelled ar

 46. /w/ spelled w_

 47. /w/ spelled wh_

 48. Review

 49. /er/ spelled er, ir

 50. /er/ spelled ur

 51. /er/ spelled ear

 52. /ng/ spelled �ng

 53. Review

 54. Schwa

 55. -le, -el, -il, -al

 56. /nk/ spelled �nk

 57. /kw/ spelled qu_

 58. Review

 59. /y/ spelled y_

 60. /v/ spelled v

 61. /∫/ spelled a, a_e

 62. Review

 63. /μ/ spelled i, i_e

 64.  /s/ spelled ce, ci_

 65.  /j/ spelled ge, gi_

 66. Review

 67. /∂/ spelled o, o_e

 68.  /Œ/ spelled u, u_e

 69.  Review

 70. /¥/ spelled e, e_e

 71. /¥/ spelled ee, ea

 72. Review /¥/

 73. /¥/ spelled _y, _ie_

 74. /¥/ spelled _ey

 75. Review

 76. /s/ spelled cy

 77. /∫/ spelled ai_, _ay

 78. Review

 79. /μ/ spelled _igh

 80. /μ/ spelled _y, _ie

 81. Review /μ/ 

 82. /∂/ spelled oa_, _ow

 83. /Œ/ spelled _ew, _ue

 84. Review

 85. /m/ spelled _mb

 86. /n/ spelled kn_, gn

 87. /r/ spelled wr_

 88. /f/ spelled ph

 89. Review

 90. /∏/ spelled oo

 91. /∏/ spelled u, _ue

 92. Review

 93. /∏/ spelled _ew, u_e

 94. /oo/ spelled oo

 95. Review

 96. /ow/ spelled ow

 97. /ow/ spelled ou_

 98. /aw/ spelled au_, aw

 99. Review

 100. /aw/ spelled augh, 

ough

 101. /oi/ spelled oi, _oy

 102. Review

 103. Prefixes un-, dis-

 104. Prefixes im-, in-, re-

 105. Review /∫/ and /a/

 106 Review /μ/ and /i/

 107. Review /∂/ and /o/

 108. Review /Œ/ and /u/

 109. Review /¥/ and /e/

 110. Review consonant 

digraphs

 111. Review r-controlled 

vowels

 112. Review /oo/ and /∏/

 113. Review diphthongs

 114. Review inflectional 

endings

Sound/Spelling Correspondences in Core Decodables
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M
om

 has a hot pot.
T

he hot pot tips!
M

om
 has a spot.
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Bob bats. Bam!
Bob has a hit!
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Bob stam
ps a bit.

Bob taps a bat.
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“I am
 not hot!” said B

ill.
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B
ill did not hop.

“Tap, B
ill,” said Dot.
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aid
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did
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ot

 ta
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“I am
 hot,” said B

ill.
Dot and A

l tap past B
ill.
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m

 a
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B
ill did not spin.

“Spin, B
ill,” said Sam

.
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C
an N

at’s cap stop?
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C
an M

om
 stop N

at’s cap?
M

om
 can’t stop N

at’s cap.
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Dad did call.
M

om
 is at the mall!
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d 

sit
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ll.

Da
d 

is 
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id.
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Dad has a list. 
Is it a small ball? 
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Kim
 has the picnic sack.

Kim
 has m

ilk and snacks.
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N
ick can pack maps.

Kim
 sits in the back.
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Rick sprints and trips on a rock.
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Ri
ck

 s
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ts
.
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ks

 R
ick

. R
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k 
a 

tr
ick

.
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Rob licks Rick. Rick can’t print.
Rick sits and picks a trick.
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“It’s hot,” said C
al.

“Sip and drip a lot,” said Kip.
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A
 ta
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an

 is
 o
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e 
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.

T
he
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ad
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 s
ip.
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“A
nd Bobcats skip snacks,” said Kip.

Bobcats spot the tall man.
C

al and Kip Bobcat talk.
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T
he

 ta
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an
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ad
 a

 s
ma

ll s
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ck
.

“T
he

 s
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d 
is 

ho
t,”

 s
aid

 K
ip.
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“Bobcats can’t have backpacks,” said C
al.

T
he tall man sat on a small rock.
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“C
an I have a cap?” said C

al.
“Bobcats can’t have caps,” said Kip.
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Look! A
 bobcat can stand stiff.
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ok
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C
an it look at the fat rabbit?

A
 bobcat sniffs a rabbit.
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W
hat ran fast?

A
 rat did pass Pat’s class.
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It was hot in the sand.
W

hat did Pat’s class m
iss?

W
hat can hiss?
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M
om

 was a pig fan.
N

an had a rag gift.
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T
he bag had a tag.

“G
rab the bag and look,” said M

om
.
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Jill is at the rocks.
C

an Jill jog?
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Jack cannot jog.
Jack cannot see in fog.

Jan is a frog at a pond.
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G
ot caps? C

all Ross!
Ross can pick the caps up.
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Is Ross a Bobcat fan?
Ross can jam

 on the tan cap.
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Ross is a big cap fan.
N

ot all caps fit Ross.
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Ross has cam
p and band caps.

Ross stacks stiff caps in glass.



141

B
o

th
e

ll
, W

A
 •

 C
h

ic
a

g
o

, I
L

 •
 C

o
lu

m
b

u
s,

 O
H

 •
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, N
Y

8

Ja
ck

’s
 J

o
b

b
y 

Ro
b
er

t 
B
ri
d
g
es

ill
us

tr
a
te

d
 b

y 
M

er
yl

 H
en

d
er

so
n

C
o
re

 D
ec

od
a
b
le

 2
9

Ja
ck

 g
ot

 th
e 

br
idg

e 
tr

af
fic

 to
 p

as
s.



142

2
7

B
ridge traffic had to pass.
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5

T
he bridge had a traffic jam

.
Jack had to act fast.

Jan had a flat on the bridge.



145

B
o

th
e

ll
, W

A
 •

 C
h

ic
a

g
o

, I
L

 •
 C

o
lu

m
b

u
s,

 O
H

 •
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, N
Y

8

P
lu

m
 P

o
n

d
b
y 

B
ud

 H
a
m

ilt
o
n

ill
us

tr
a
te

d
 b

y 
D

eb
o
ra

h 
C
ol

vi
n 

B
o
rg

o

C
o
re

 D
ec

od
a
b
le

 3
0

Pl
um

 P
on

d 
is 

fu
n!



146

2
7

A
 big bug sat in mud.

“D
id it get stuck?” said Jill.
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“Plus I spot a gull,” said G
ram

ps.
“I spot black ducks,” said Jill.
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7

“W
hat can buzz and zip?” asks Liz.
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4
5

Zack is in back of Liz.
Zack asks lots of stuff.
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Zack stops.
H

e stands in hills of fuzz.
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5

A
s he zags, bits of fuzz drop.

Zack hums as he zigs and zags.
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M
om

 has on muffs.
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4
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Jim’s drumsticks hit and hit.
Bam! Bam! Bam!

Dad has a gift of muffs.
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“I am
 in a rock band,” said Jim

.
Jim

 did not budge. 
H

e just hits drums.
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M
om

 zips to the back.
Bam! Bam! Bam!
M

adge’s drumsticks hit and hit.



165

B
o

th
e

ll
, W

A
 •

 C
h

ic
a

g
o

, I
L

 •
 C

o
lu

m
b

u
s,

 O
H

 •
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, N
Y

8

M
ax

 a
n

d
 S

am
b
y 

Re
b
ec

ca
 B

la
nk

en
ho

rn
ill

us
tr

a
te

d
 b

y 
B
a
rr

y 
M

ul
lin

s

C
o
re

 D
ec

od
a
b
le

 3
4



166

2
7

Last, M
ax can list stuff.
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M
ax and Sam

 fix a box.
M

ax can rub a sax.
C

an Sam
 rub a sax?
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A
 red fox can smell hens.
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Its den is down in grass.
If the sun is down, a red fox hunts.
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B
ugs buzzed back to the nest.
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T
he bug buzzed to its nest.

A
s M

om
 rested, a bug smelled the glass.

W
hat was in it?



177

B
o

th
e

ll
, W

A
 •

 C
h

ic
a

g
o

, I
L

 •
 C

o
lu

m
b

u
s,

 O
H

 •
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, N
Y

8

B
e

st
 M

o
m

b
y 

L
is

a
 B

og
g
s

ill
us

tr
a
te

d
 b

y 
K

er
st

i 
Fr

ig
el

l

C
o
re

 D
ec

od
a
b
le

 3
7

Da
d 

ha
nd

ed
 T

om
 a

 p
in.

To
m

 p
inn

ed
 it

 o
n 

M
om

.
T

he
 p

in 
sa

id 
BE

ST
 M

O
M

.



178

2
7

Dad landed.
M

om
 picked him

 up.
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To
m

 s
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pe
d.

M
om

 h
elp

ed
 h
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 u

p.
To
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M
om
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lap

pe
d.
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Pam
 spilled it.

M
om

 mopped it.
M

om
 patted Pam

.
Pam

 napped.
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T
he men fixed the truck.
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A
 re
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ha
d 

a 
fla

t.
It 
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T
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k 

bu
dg

ed
!
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C
an the men fix it?

A
 big man picked up a red pen.
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T
he truck was filled up.

N
ext the men lifted six bells.

T
he men dum

ped six bells.
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9
8

D
id it help?

It did not!
T

he men grabbed fabric.
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Dad fixed eggs.
T

hen, Ted spread jam
 on bread.
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T
hen, Dad read.

Dad got jam
 instead of apricots.

Ted read his list.
T

hen, Ted got bread and m
ilk.
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Trish calls the ship “T
he Shellfish.”
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It is! A
 ship is stashed in the shed.

C
an Trish spot a ship? 

Is it stashed in the shed?
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Beth is thrilled! 
Seth’s bedspread is a snack.
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4
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T
his is Seth. 

Seth gets a bath.
Is fabric a snack? 
Beth can get fabric.
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Patch catches on and helps. 
T

he truck is not in the ditch.
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M
itch helps Dad hitch up the truck.

M
itch checks on the chicks.

T
his chick just hatched.
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M
itch jum

ps to catch the ball!
Beth, Trish, and C

had jum
p and clap.
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Smash! M
itch hits it!

Beth, Trish, and C
had jum

p and clap.
M

itch is not the best.
M

itch sits on the bench.
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O
n the bench, M

itch and Liz clap.
T

hen M
itch gets to bat.

M
itch picks a thin bat.
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C
had can pitch.

C
had can pitch fast.
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T
his is a forklift.

It gets more out of the ship.
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A
 ship blasts its horn.

It is in a port.
T

his box is for a truck.
T

his box is lifted out.
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C
arl dug a little more.

C
arl dug until he hit a jar.
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C
arl and Barb read the card: 

D
ig at a red mark in the garden.

 
H

ugs,
 

G
ram

ps
Barb spotted a little red mark.
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T
he wind grabs a twig. 

W
es jum

ps and runs. W
es is swift!
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4
5

G
wen tells W

es to sit next to the wall. 
W

ill W
es get wet there?

G
wen waxes the truck. 

W
es sits and twitches.
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T
he W

hiz whips up a big hill.
T

hen it whips past a bridge.
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W
hen the W

hiz starts, it chugs up and up.
W

hen it is at the top, the W
hiz stops.
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“T
hat is a bug,” said C

orbin.
“I will catch more in a jar.”
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M
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4
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C
armen spots a little star.

It is not far up.
W

hen it is dark, the stars are out.
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A
m

ber’s last gift was a shirt.
W

as there a bird on it?
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H
er first gift was a shirt.

T
he shirt had a bird on it.

A
m

ber’s next gift was a shirt.
It had a bigger bird on it!
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W
hat is that blur with fur?
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A
 blur with fur ran and crossed the curb.

A
 blur with fur ran fast. 

It turned a corner and left tracks in the grass.



241

8

E
ar

n
e

st
’s

S
e

ar
ch

b
y 

Ju
d
y 

M
ill

s
ill

us
tr

a
te

d
 b

y 
Le

n 
Eb

er
t

C
o
re

 D
ec

od
a
b
le

 5
1

It 
is 

a 
pe

ar
l!

Ea
rn

es
t 

go
t 

a 
sh

ell
 a

nd
 a

 p
ea

rl!
B

o
th

e
ll

, W
A

 •
 C

h
ic

a
g

o
, I

L
 •

 C
o

lu
m

b
u

s,
 O

H
 •

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk
, N

Y



242

2
7

Earnest got a shell from
 the water.

W
hat is in it?
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Earnest swam
 and searched.

Earnest searched for shells.
Earnest liked to search under the water.
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Banging will not.
B

ut hitting a big gong will.
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4
5

A
 long ring will not do it.

W
ill a song do it?

B
ing must get up.

W
ill a long ring get B

ing up?
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M
om

 gets purple plants
from

 the earth.
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4
5

I set purple shirts, skirts, and
pants in my purple dresser.

I have purple strings
and purple ping pong stuff.



253

B
o

th
e

ll
, W

A
 •

 C
h

ic
a

g
o

, I
L

 •
 C

o
lu

m
b

u
s,

 O
H

 •
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, N
Y

8

T
h

e
 C

h
il

d
re

n
 

G
e

t 
a 

R
ab

b
it

b
y 

Ro
b
 H

ip
ill

us
tr

a
te

d
 b

y 
B
a
rr

y 
M

ul
lin

s

C
o
re

 D
ec

od
a
b
le

 5
4

T
he

 c
hil

dr
en

 a
nd

 D
ad

 g
et

 in
 th

e 
tr

uc
k.

T
he

y 
ha

d 
a 

fu
n 

tr
ip!



254

2
7

Dad and Ellen get melon.
T

he rabbit has a carrot.

C
o
p
yrig

ht ©
 2

0
15 M

cG
raw

-H
ill Ed

uca
tio

n

A
ll rig

hts reserved
. The co

ntents, o
r p

a
rts thereo

f, m
a
y b

e 
rep

rod
uced

 in p
rint fo

rm
 fo

r no
n-p

ro
fit ed

uca
tio

na
l use w

ith 
SRA

 O
p
en C

o
urt Rea

d
ing

, p
rovid

ed
 such rep

rod
uctio

ns b
ea

r 
co

p
yrig

ht no
tice, b

ut m
a
y no

t b
e rep

rod
uced

 in a
ny fo

rm
 fo

r 
a
ny o

ther p
urp

o
se w

itho
ut the p

rio
r w

ritten co
nsent o

f 
M

cG
raw

-H
ill Ed

uca
tio

n, includ
ing

, b
ut no

t lim
ited

 to
, netw

o
rk 

sto
ra

g
e o

r tra
nsm

issio
n, o

r b
roa

d
ca

st fo
r d

ista
nce lea

rning
.

Send
 a

ll inq
uiries to

:
M

cG
raw

-H
ill Ed

uca
tio

n
8
7
8
7
 O

rio
n Place

C
olum

b
us, O

H
  4

32
4
0

M
H
Eonline.com



255

3
6

Da
d 

an
d 

th
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

pla
n 

a 
tr

ip.
T

he
y 

ge
t 

in 
a 

tr
uc

k.
T

he
y 

pe
t 

a 
so

ft
 ra

bb
it. 

“D
ad

, c
an

 I
 a

do
pt

 h
im

?”
 a

sk
s 

El
len

.



256

4
5

T
hey see an animal with a banana.

T
hey see big pandas.



257

B
o

th
e

ll
, W

A
 •

 C
h

ic
a

g
o

, I
L

 •
 C

o
lu

m
b

u
s,

 O
H

 •
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, N
Y

8

P
u

m
p

 a
n

d
 P

e
d

al
b
y 

N
a
ta

lie
 L

a
m

b
er

t
ill

us
tr

a
te

d
 b

y 
M

er
yl

 H
en

d
er

so
n

C
o
re

 D
ec

od
a
b
le

 5
5

Pu
m

p 
to

 a
 fa

st
 f

ini
sh

.
W

in 
a 

me
da

l, P
at

!



258

2
7

Pum
p in Fossil Park.

Pedal! Pedal! Pedal!
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A
 big hill is not a problem

.
Just pum

p and pedal.
Pum

p past a garden and maple trees.
Pedal next to the dog kennel.
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I did dunk B
ig B

ing!
H

e sinks fast.
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4
5

I can hit the pink spot.
I can dunk B

ig B
ing.

B
ig B

ing winks.
H

e thinks I can’t dunk him
.
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Q
uin was quick.

She got her glass.
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4
5

M
ax was squirm

ing on Q
uin.

“Q
uit squirm

ing, M
ax,” she said.

Q
uin was hot on her porch.

She squirted lemon in her drink.
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2
15

King Frank had a long shot! 
C

lank! H
e m

issed his shot.
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Sir Q
uint hushed the men.

“King Frank must rest.”
Sir Q

uint ran to the garden.
Bang! Bang! Bang! C

lank!
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T
hen a problem

 happened.
Bang! Bang! Bang! C

lank!
“Q

uit clanking!” said Sir Q
uint.

B
ut the kids did not clank.
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Ba
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“Q
uit banging!” said Sir Q

uint.
B

ut the men did not bang.
Bang! Bang! Bang! C

lank!
Sir Q

uint ran to the men.
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!”
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Beth sings to her yak. 
Beth will not yell at her yak.
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Beth kept her yak on her bed. 
Beth kept her yak in her yard.

Beth fed her yak yams. Yum!
T

he yak did not like grass. Yuck!
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A
ll six pals talked.

Kevin talked.
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Si
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“A
 big van!” said Val.

A
ll six pals spotted it.

M
en were on the van’s ram

p.
“Let’s visit that van,” said Vick.
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T
here is her table.

T
here is her plate.

W
hat happened to her bread?
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A
pril bakes bread.

She sets it on a plate.
She takes her plate out.
She sets it on a table.
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Barb spotted the chase a little later.
She chuckled and checked on Tab.
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D
id 

th
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ck
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ut
?

Ja
ne

 lo
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t t
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 h
an

dle
.

“T
his

 is
 a
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uz

zle
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sa
id 

Ja
ne

.
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ot
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ee
 T

ab
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T
he gate did not shut.

Jane’s kitten, Tab, left the yard.
Tab made a quick turn.
Jane did not see her.
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Jane had to chase her kitten.
“Stop, Tab!” she yelled.

Val was in her van.
“I will help,” she yelled.
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Ka
te

 s
et
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ow

n 
he

r 
bo

tt
les

.
“I 

wi
ll h

elp
,” 

sh
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sa
id.

Li
tt

le 
Ta
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ra
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an
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ra

n.
T

his
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of
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ha
se

 w
as

 fu
n.
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Tab ran past men with rakes.
T

he men helped and yelled, “Stop, Tab!”
Jason had seven bundles of paper.
“I can help!” he yelled.


