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Grammar Lesson Sample

Vocabulary 
practice solidifies 
understanding.

Models 
present clear repeatable 
processes for applying skills.

Your Turn 
Students are able to answer questions 
in the style of state assessments.
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Unit 8: Using Pronouns Correctly

Lesson 52

Personal Pronouns: Case

Pronouns that refer to persons or things are called personal pronouns. Personal pronouns
have three cases, or forms, called nominative, objective, and possessive. The case of a
personal pronoun depends on the pronoun’s function in the sentence.

CASE SINGULAR PLURAL FUNCTION IN SENTENCE
Nominative I, you, she, he, it we, you, they subject or predicate

nominative

Objective me, you, her, him, it us, you, them direct object, indirect
object, or object of
preposition

Possessive my, mine, your, yours, our, ours, your, replacement for
her, hers, his, its yours, their, theirs possessive noun(s)

Use the nominative case for a personal pronoun in a compound subject.

Ricardo and she are taking the advanced placement test.

Use the objective case for a personal pronoun in a compound object.

The guide handed the questionnaire to Mom and me.

In formal writing, after a form of the linking verb be, use the nominative case. People
often use the objective case, however, in informal writing and speaking.

The person at the door was he. The best player is I.

Use possessive pronouns to indicate ownership and before gerunds (-ing forms used as
nouns). Do not spell possessive pronouns with apostrophes.

His playing is getting better. That canoe is theirs.

� Exercise 1  Underline the pronoun in parentheses that best completes each sentence.

If your tent is leaking, you can sleep in (our’s, ours).

1. Lina and (she, her) expect to hear from the representative very soon.

2. Dell’s parents are quite pleased about (him, his) attending summer school.

3. Address your complaints to Mr. Bowles and (they, them).

4. Lupe believes that pile of trash is (theirs, their’s).

5. The person on the phone is (he, him).

6. Thomas, Tran, and (I, me) are going to represent the school at the conference.
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7. In spite of (it’s, its) injured beak, the seagull was able to feed itself.

8. The heaviest responsibility for the project fell on Sarah and (she, her).

9. Anyone interested in working on the scrap paper drive should contact Gina or (I, me).

10. (Me, My) singing finally put the baby to sleep.

11. The Red Raiders, the Yellow Jackets, and (they, them) are tied for second place in the league.

12. It looks as though the leaders after the first round will be Forrest and (she, her).

13. Frederick Douglass and (him, he) are two well-known African American leaders of the last

century.

14. I imagine your parents are happy about (you, your) practicing for the recital.

15. The man standing between my sister and (I, me) is Uncle Drake.

16. Peter and (she, her) will perform a scene from Our Town for the class.

17. Ask Josh about (his, him) joining the Spanish Club.

18. David and Jacob turned the mountain bike on (it’s, its) side to replace the chain.

19. Moira and (he, him) have been researching the Underground Railroad for their presentation.

20. Are you certain that book is (your’s, yours)?

21. The others in the group were getting a little tired of (him, his) joking and teasing.

22. There’s no doubt the championship is (their’s, theirs).

23. Tonya ran to pick up the phone, certain it would be for (she, her).

24. The teachers in charge of the video yearbook are Ms. Ramey and (he, him).

25. Is that prize-winning steer (your’s, yours)?

26. I hope you don’t mind (us, our) laughing so hard at the movie, but it’s awfully funny.

27. What really concerns John and (I, me) is the distance to the cabin.

28. Danielle is convinced the bracelet in the school Lost and Found is (her’s, hers).

29. Michael, Brian, and (we, us) are planning an Open House after the game.

30. The coach tried to encourage (them, their) running to and from school every day.

31. The gloves on the radiator by the art room are (her’s, hers).

32. Do you and (her, she) want to meet us after school by the chemistry lab?

33. The plot of the movie revolved around the wolves and (he, him).

34. That blue truck with the white cap is (ours, our’s).

Name ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________
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Lesson 53

Pronouns with and as Appositives; After Than and As

Use the nominative case for a pronoun that is in apposition to a subject or a predicate
nominative.

The representatives, Sherlyn and he, attended the meeting. (Representatives is the
subject.)

The only other people there were teachers, Mr. Blaine and she. (Teachers is the
predicate nominative.)

Use the objective case for a pronoun that is in apposition to a direct object, an indirect
object, or an object of a preposition.

The audience applauded the stars of the show, Armando and her. (Stars is a direct object.)

Aunt Rachel sent her nieces, Sonia and me, the book. (Nieces is an indirect object.)

The warning must have been meant for both groups, them and us. (Groups is an
object of the preposition for.)

When a pronoun is followed by an appositive, choose the case of the pronoun that would
be correct if the appositive were omitted.

We actors have fun at the Drama Club rehearsals. (We instead of us is the correct form
because we is the subject of the sentence.)

Uncle Rex sent the package to us nephews. (Us instead of we is the correct form
because us is the object of the preposition to.)

In incomplete adverb clauses using than and as, choose the case of the pronoun that you
would use if the missing words were present.

Amanda finished her sundae more quickly than she. (The nominative pronoun she is
the subject of the incomplete adverb clause than she finished her sundae.)

The comedy amused Robert and Boyd as much as him. (The objective pronoun him is
the direct object of the incomplete adverb clause as much as it amused him.)

� Exercise 1  Underline the correct pronoun. Identify the case by writing nom. (nominative) or
obj. (objective) in the blank.

obj. Mom offered the tickets to her friends, Sally and (her, she).

obj. 1. Pablo saw two people, Anita and (I, me), at the movies.

obj. 2. We spoke to the artists, Mr. Santiago and (him, he), about their work.

obj. 3. Tell the co-captains, Robin and (she, her), what you learned about the equipment.

nom. 4. Hakim did more work for the recycling project than (her, she).

nom. 5. (Us, We) Salazar sisters always stick together when things get tough!

Unit 8, Using Pronouns Correctly 183

Name ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________

G
ram

m
ar

C
op

yr
ig

h
t 

©
 M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill
 E

d
uc

at
io

n
. P

er
m

is
si

on
 is

 g
ra

n
te

d
 t

o 
re

p
ro

d
uc

e 
fo

r 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

 u
se

. 
G

RA
M

M
AR

 A
N

D
 L

AN
G

U
AG

E 
W

O
RK

BO
O

K 
SA

M
PL

ER

10



nom. 6. The two girls, Becca and (she, her), asked if they could give their presentation first.

obj. 7. Stand between your friends, David and (him, he).

obj. 8. Please call one of the organizers, Sandra or (I, me), if you won’t be able to come to the

pizza party.

obj. 9. The man’s constant talking during the movie bothered everyone else as much as (me, I).

obj. 10. The magazine story was about the young scientists who made the discovery, Marcus

Hamilton and (they, them).

nom. 11. The winners of the award are the best players on the volleyball team, Nikki and (her, she).

obj. 12. The boy cheerleaders lifted the girls, Darlene, Tracey, and (I, me), into the air.

nom. 13. Both of the musicians, Yuri and (he, him), received the highest marks at the district

competition.

obj. 14. The lawyer offered his clients, Ms. Constable and (her, she), some useful advice about

their legal problem.

nom. 15. The subjects of the book were two great photographers, Matthew Brady and (he, him).

obj. 16. At the assembly be sure to sit with (we, us) drama club members.

obj. 17. Sandra sent cards to her favorite teachers, Ms. Fukuzawa and (he, him).

obj. 18. The gorilla watched the zoo visitors, (we, us), carefully.

nom. 19. Club members, Carlos, Jalen, and (he, him) share many of the same interests.

obj. 20. Jay’s teasing bothers his friends, Rey and (I, me).

nom. 21. The president and vice president of the class for next year will be two of my friends,

Shawn and (she, her).

obj. 22. The zookeeper’s presentation about carnivores impressed me as much as (them, they).

obj. 23. Bring the typists, Brian and (he, him), your manuscript as soon as you can.

obj. 24. The detective noticed the strangers, the tall one and (he, him), standing by the door

ready to run away.

nom. 25. The people standing by the popcorn machine are Michael’s cousins, Lillian, Whitney,

and (him, he).

nom. 26. The senators from our state, Mr. Ortiz and (her, she), will be appearing together on

election night.
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Lesson 54

Who and Whom in Questions and Subordinate Clauses

Use the nominative pronoun who for subjects of sentences and clauses.

Who answered the door? (Who is the subject.)

Tell me who will give the speech. (Who is the subject of the noun clause who will give
the speech.)

The person who took the cupcake ran out the back door. (Who is the subject of the
adjective clause who took the cupcake.)

Use the objective pronoun whom for the direct or indirect object of a verb or verbal or for
the object of a preposition.

To whom are you writing? (Whom is the object of the preposition To.)

Mr. Kim wondered whom we had seen at the library. (Whom is the direct object of the
verb had seen in the noun clause whom we had seen at the library.)

Joaquin wondered to whom the letter was addressed. (Whom is the object of the
preposition to in the noun clause to whom the letter was addressed.)

� Exercise 1  Complete each sentence by adding who or whom, whichever is correct.

Do you know anyone [           who          has traveled around the world?

1. [           Who          hasn’t dreamed of traveling around the world?

2. Is there anyone to [           whom         the life of a traveler doesn’t sound appealing?

3. A woman about [           whom         few people have heard made this dream come true.

4. Ida Pfeiffer, [           whom         many consider to have been the first female professional traveler,
was born in Vienna, Austria, in 1797.

5. The few women of her time [           who          did travel were usually wives of diplomats or
missionaries.

6. The thought of an ordinary woman [           who          simply went wherever she wanted to go
was preposterous!

7. Ida Pfeiffer, [           who          grew up in a large family with six brothers, was brave and
determined from the very beginning.

8. Ida’s father, [           who          had progressive ideas for his time, felt she should receive the same
education as her brothers.

9. Ida, to [           whom         the long petticoats and skirts that girls wore were a bother, often
preferred boys’ trousers.

10. When she was twenty-two, Ida married a man [           who          was much older than she.

11. Her husband, [           who          was a government official, lost his job because of political tensions.
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12. Ida and her husband, [           who          moved to a small town, separated in 1835.

13. [           Who          could have guessed what lay in store for this amazing woman?

14. Her friends, to [           whom         she confided her plans, were shocked.

15. They wondered [           who          she thought she was to harbor such ambitions!

16. Ida, [           who          had conceived a plan to visit the Holy Land, described her trip to friends.

17. Most people [           whom         she told agreed that a religious trip was less scandalous for a
single woman. 

18. However, Ida, [           who          kept quiet about her other plans, was also heading to Egypt.

19. [           Who          among her friends didn’t shake their heads when she claimed, “Privation and
discomfort had no terrors for me”?

20. Ida, [           who          knew that Egypt was a dangerous place, made out her will before she left.

21. Many travelers [           who          had explored Egypt had never returned.

22. Ida, [           who          spent nine months on her first voyage, did return.

23. Her adventures included an argument with a camel driver [          who         she was certain had
cheated her.

24. Friends [           who          read the diary she kept urged her to publish it.

25. When Ida, [           who          sold her book to a publisher in 1846, received money, she embarked
on a second trip to Iceland.

26. No one knows from [           whom         Ida got her next idea for a trip. 

27. Ida, [           who          was now becoming well known as a traveler, set sail for South America in
1846, the first stop on her round-the-world trip.

28. Ida, [           who          carried a pair of pistols for protection, went from South America to China,
India, and the Middle East.

29. Those [           who          read her book A Lady’s Voyage Around the World learned of her fearless
attitude and unquenchable curiosity.

30. Readers with [           whom         she shared her amazing journeys admired her sense of
adventure, even if they did not dare duplicate her feats.

� Writing Link  Write a brief paragraph about someone you know who has traveled to another
state or country. Use who or whom in at least two of your sentences. 

Name ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________

186

G
ra

m
m

ar

C
op

yrig
h

t ©
 M

cG
raw

-H
ill Ed

ucation
. Perm

ission
 is g

ran
ted

 to rep
rod

uce for classroom
 use. 

Grammar and Language Workbook, Grade 10

G
RAM

M
AR AN

D
 LAN

G
U

AG
E W

O
RKBO

O
K SAM

PLER

13



Lesson 55

Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement: Number and Gender

An antecedent is the word or group of words to which a pronoun refers or that a pronoun
replaces. A pronoun must agree with its antecedent in number (singular or plural) and
gender (masculine, feminine, or neuter).

Edna O’Brien published her book The Lonely Girl in 1962. (singular feminine pronoun)

Gabriel García Marquéz published his novel Love in the Time of Cholera in 1985.
(singular masculine pronoun)

Edna O’Brien and Gabriel García Marquéz have sold many copies of their books in the
United States. (plural pronoun)

The old saying about never judging a book by its cover contains a lot of truth!
(singular neuter pronoun)

� Exercise 1  Complete each sentence by adding a personal pronoun that agrees with the
antecedent. Underline the antecedent.

Cats often give birth to [            their          kittens in secluded places.

1. Did your grandparents tell you all about [            their          trip to Hawaii?

2. A girl on the soccer team has to buy [             her           own soccer shoes.

3. The large sugar maple in the park by the school lost one of [             its           limbs in the storm

last night.

4. Soldiers are expected to obey [            their          commanding officer’s orders.

5. My father is going to [             his           twenty-fifth high school reunion this Saturday.

6. Beavers and buffalo were hunted for [            their          pelts in the last century.

7. A student in Ms. Archibald’s class has to be ready to do [        his or her       best work.

8. My dog Ellie takes very good care of [             her           six new puppies.

9. This computer has something wrong with [             its           disk drive.

10. Uncle Dwight told us about [             his           tour of duty in Vietnam.

11. Ms. Sunjoo said you could take [             her           aerobic exercise class.

12. The members of the Chess Club want to bring [            their          own chess boards and pieces.

13. A person who plans to join the military has to make sure [        his or her       grades are good.

14. A police officer must maintain [        his or her       weight at a certain level.

15. Are Jon and Kyle going to give [            their          multimedia presentation today? 
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16. Ask your mother if she’ll let you borrow [             her           tennis racquet.

17. Do you think this robot can do [             its           job as well as a person?

18. If a singer wants to try out for the choir, [        his or her       name has to be on the sign-up sheet

by this afternoon.

19. A professional football player spends much of [             his           time in training.

20. Our next-door neighbors asked me to water [            their          plants while they are in Chicago.

21. The people who live in that house spend a lot of time working in [            their          garden.

22. Did you tell me that Tina had [             her           job application accepted?

23. Walnut is a favorite wood, prized for [             its           deep brown color.

24. Evergreens don’t lose [            their          leaves in the fall the way deciduous trees do.

25. Susan’s father broke [             his           arm playing rugby.

26. A professional dancer has to work very hard on [        his or her       flexibility and strength.

27. Don’t let the children lose [            their          gloves at the playground.

28. The mother bird returned to [             her           nest with a fat worm.

29. Allan and Margaret asked if I had seen [            their          paintings in the art show.

30. Janice’s car hit a pothole in the road and lost [             its           muffler.

31. My little sister Louisa took [             her           first step on my birthday.

32. The race cars revved [            their          engines at the starting line.

33. Mr. Lopez and Ms. Tyler take what [            their          students say very seriously.

34. We wanted to play soccer on Saturday, but the ball had lost all [             its           air.

35. The new blouse that we bought for Cassandra was [             her           favorite color.

36. Paula and Jerome were looking for new homes for [            their          pets.

37. We enjoyed the movie you recommended, but we had trouble understanding [             its           

plot.

38. My stepfather likes [             his           new job at the branch bank.

39. Australia is famous for [             its           beautiful coral reefs and unusual animals.

40. Can you return the jacket and hat to [            their          rightful owner?
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Lesson 56

Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement: Person

A pronoun must agree in person with its antecedent. When a pronoun has another
pronoun as its antecedent, the two pronouns should agree in person. Be sure not to refer
to an antecedent in the third person by using the second-person pronoun you. Use either
an appropriate third-person pronoun or a suitable noun.

POOR Sal and Jarrod are going to a lake where you can catch your limit of bass.
BETTER Sal and Jarrod are going to a lake where they can catch their limit of bass.

� Exercise 1  Complete each sentence with the correct personal pronoun.

Dawn carefully hung [           her           new jacket in the closet.

1. Two of the most famous American travelers were Fanny Bullock Workman and [           her           

husband William Workman.

2. For twenty-five years they traveled together, [           their           relationship based on equality.

3. Fanny was born into a well-to-do family in Massachusetts, where [           her           father was
governor.

4. In 1881 Fanny Bullock met [           her           partner for life and married the doctor William
Workman.

5. Several years later Dr. Workman decided to give up [           his           medical practice because of
his poor health.

6. You should hope that [           your           health is as “poor” as Dr. Workman’s.

7. He lived for another forty-eight years after [           his           retirement!

8. After William and Fanny moved to Germany, [           they           soon took up an active outdoor
life.

9. The Bullocks spent some of [           their           time mountain climbing in Norway and Sweden.

10. Fanny showed off [           her           skills when she became one of the first women to climb the
Matterhorn in Switzerland.

11. Soon the Workmans were ready to abandon [           their           ordinary life.

12. Placing their daughter Rachel in a boarding school, [           they           began a bicycle trip
through North Africa and Spain.

13. At about this time in [           her           life, Fanny became involved in women’s rights issues. 

14. Her own life, [           she           believed, proved that women were just as capable as men.

15. On their next trip, [           they           took their bicycles to India, Burma, Java, Cambodia, and Sri
Lanka, then known as Ceylon.
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16. In northern India they saw the Himalayan Mountains, with [           their           majestic peaks
and inaccessible villages.

17. Setting aside their bicycles, the Workmans decided to take up mountaineering in the 

Himalayan Range and [           its           companion, the Karakoram Range.

18. Fanny’s desire to accomplish things no woman ever had, led [           her           to climb Mt.
Koser Gunge, setting a world record for women mountaineers.

19. Fanny continued to set climbing records throughout [           her           life.

20. William Workman was always supportive of Fanny’s exploits and praised [           his           wife
for her “courage, endurance, and enthusiasm.”

� Exercise 2  Underline each personal pronoun and its antecedent. 

I am excited about taking my first trip to New York.

1. Traveling is fun and interesting, but it can also be quite exhausting.

2. When Randall and I visited New York City, we must have walked twenty miles!

3. When Randall packed for the trip, he only put in one pair of shoes.

4. I could have used at least three pairs during my trip! 

5. When my parents were in college, they went on backpacking trips.

6. Mom and Dad carried up to fifty pounds in their packs.

7. Many travelers might choose bicycling as one of their favorite methods of transportation. 

8. A touring bike has its handlebars twisted low, away from the rider. 

9. Handlebars in this shape help a rider use his or her energy more efficiently.

10. The bicycles the Workmans rode across North Africa, however, were very different from their

modern counterparts. 

11. Where would you like to go on your dream trip? 

12. I am interested in seeing China, where my parents were born. 

13. When my grandfather retired, he took a trip to Hawaii with a friend.

14. Hawaii, with its warm climate, fascinating culture, and gorgeous scenery, is a favorite tourist

destination. 

15. I also find that Alaska appeals to me very much.

16. You can make your way up the western coast of Canada on a boat. 
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Lesson 57

Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement: Indefinite Pronoun
Antecedents

In general, use a singular personal pronoun when the antecedent is a singular indefinite
pronoun such as anybody, anyone, anything, each, either, everybody, everyone,
everything, much, neither, nobody, no one, nothing, one, other, somebody, someone, or
something.

Neither of the girls gave her report on Tuesday.

Use a plural personal pronoun when the antecedent is a plural indefinite pronoun like
several, both, few, and many.

Both of the boys presented their essays on Friday.

Some indefinite pronouns, such as all, any, enough, more, most, none, plenty, and some,
can be singular or plural depending on the sentence.

Most of the tigers in the exhibit had finished their meals.
Most of the cornmeal had spilled out of its box.

� Exercise 1 Complete each sentence by inserting a personal pronoun that agrees with the
antecedent. Underline the indefinite pronoun antecedent.

Each of the tigers looked at ease in [               its                  cage.

1. Does anyone in the Computer Club have [         his or her            own computer?

2. All of the players on the college basketball team earned [             their                degrees.

3. Something has left [               its                  scent on the tent, and I think it might be a skunk!

4. Someone made a big mistake, and I hope [            he or she          corrects it right away.

5. If there is any of that juice left in the container, could you please drink [               it                    ?

6. Only a few of the soldiers returned from [              their                attack on the fort.

7. All of the water had leaked out of [               its                  container.

8. Neither of the pine trees reached [               its                  full height.

9. No one should feel that [         his or her            work is finished until the clean-up is complete.

10. If enough of the citizens cast [              their                votes for her, she will win the election.

11. If everyone keeps [         his or her            composure, I’m sure we can resolve this difficult situation.

12. Most of the people in the community lost [              their                homes in the disastrous flooding.

13. Either of the cars seems to be well worth [               its                  price.
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14. I hope everybody remembers to take [         his or her            geometry book to class. 

15. Both of the orangutans seem to have recovered from [              their                illness.

16. Several of the students who took the test earned [              their                best grades ever.

17. Everybody on the team agreed to do [         his or her            best.

18. Each of the attendees at the conference received [         his or her            copy of the speaker’s book.

19. If anybody would like to help with the homecoming committee, [            he or she          should

contact the chairperson.

20. Neither of the boys brought [              his                calculator to school.

� Exercise 2  Place a check (✔) beside each sentence in which the pronoun and antecedent 
are in agreement.

Everybody needs to bring their softball glove to practice.

✔ 1. Several of the play’s cast members have performed their roles before.

2. Judith couldn’t find anyone who would finish their homework early and then go

play tennis.

✔ 3. One of the churches in the village lost its steeple in the windstorm.

4. Somebody wrote their name on the sign-up sheet without writing a telephone number.

✔ 5. Few of the people knew how much they had done to improve the situation.

6. Dad and Mom were sure we had plenty of gas in the car, but we ran out of them near

El Paso.

✔ 7. Both Paul and Lawrence hoped they would be considered for the role.

8. Nobody should exit a computer file without saving, unless they want to risk losing

their work.

✔ 9. Neither of the teachers could recall anything so odd ever happening in her class.

10. Much of this newly painted fence has fingerprints on them.

11. There was no one left in the cafeteria to finish their meal.

✔ 12. Enough of the cake mix had gotten wet to make it unusable.

13. Every book by that author has a picture of white horses on their cover.

14. Everybody will just have to wait their turn!

15. Would either of the foreign exchange students please raise their hand?

16. Each of the tapirs at the zoo put their nose in the air and sniffed.
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Lesson 58

Clear Pronoun Reference

Make sure that the antecedent of a pronoun is clear and that a pronoun cannot possibly
refer to more than one antecedent. Do not use the pronouns this, that, which, or it
without a clearly stated antecedent. 

VAGUE Todd is a good writer, and that was something that he was proud of.
CLEAR Todd is a good writer, and his writing ability was something he was proud of.

If a pronoun seems to refer to more than one antecedent, either reword the sentence to
make the antecedent clear or eliminate the pronoun. 

VAGUE After the planes unloaded the passengers, they left the terminal.
CLEAR After they were unloaded from the plane, the passengers left the terminal.

Avoid the indefinite use of the pronouns you and they.

VAGUE At most zoos, they feed the animals tons of fresh vegetables.
CLEAR At most zoos, the zookeepers feed the animals tons of fresh vegetables.

� Exercise 1  Replace the italicized pronoun in each sentence with a word or phrase that makes
the meaning more clear. Answers may vary. Suggestions are given.

Joon does sit-ups every day because it is important to her.   

staying healthy

1. When the trees are full of apples, they begin falling to the ground.   

the apples

2. In some countries they do not allow people to own guns.   

the governments

3. Indira’s cat had died, and it showed in her expression.   

her sadness

4. When Craig opened the door to the cage, he got away.   

the animal

5. The Golden Bears met the Yellow Jackets in the first game, and they won easily.   

the Golden Bears or the Yellow Jackets

6. He said he was sorry about the accident, but it was too late.   

his apology
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7. She opened the windows and yelled for help, and that made the fire spread.   

the oxygen entering the open windows

8. When the sun goes behind the clouds, it gets dark.   

the sky

9. On the radio they said to leave your home and move to higher ground.   

the announcer

10. Meryl wants to go to college like her sister, because that can help you get a good job.   

a college education

11. Because of the new law, you can’t construct a building without a permit.   

builders

12. If you expect to win, you need to enter before it is over.  

the contest

13. Both computers had color graphics, and they were state-of-the-art.   

the color graphics

14. Amir wants to be a photographer because he likes it.   

taking pictures or photography

15. In some restaurants they won’t bring the check unless you ask.  

the servers

16. Michael was a wonderful person and artist, and this was obvious when you saw his paintings.  

his artistic talent

17. She wanted to see her favorite musician, but it seemed hopeless.   

getting backstage

18. When poachers in Africa hunt elephants, they are slaughtered for their ivory.   

the elephants

19. Kim thought about getting a job because it would help her pay her expenses.   

a paycheck

20. When traveling in space, you weigh less because of a lack of gravity.   

astronauts
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Unit 8 Review
� Exercise 1  Underline the pronoun in parentheses that correctly completes each sentence.

The two best bowlers in my class, Michael and (he, him), tied for the first place trophy.

1. When Alena and (I, me) finished our science project, we had a great feeling of accomplishment.

2. My grandmother is a person for (who, whom) I would do anything.

3. Gymnasts have to spend a lot of time working on (his, their) balance and coordination.

4. While waiting for the bus, I saw your friends, Jamal and (she, her).

5. All of the choir members had to prepare (his, their) audition numbers.

6. Most of the critics felt that the female lead in the play did a better acting job than (he, him).

7. The tomato, because of (its, their) versatility, is found in cuisines from many different parts of

the world.

8. The president of the Drama Club reminded everyone to bring (his, their) contribution to the

bake sale.

9. In some European countries, (they, students) go to school on Saturday mornings.

10. At summer camp last year, (he, him) and his cabinmates went fishing almost every day.

11. Excuse me, could you tell us (who, whom) to contact about swimming pool memberships?

12. Neither of the puppies would venture far away from (its, their) mother.

13. The poem made a greater impression on Rose than (I, me).

14. Some of the musicians had neglected to learn (her, their) parts by heart.

15. (Who, Whom) is going to be the first to volunteer for the decorations committee?

16. Someone hiking for the first time in the White Mountains has to watch out for 

(herself, themselves).

17. The assistant principal congratulated (we, us) sophomores on our homecoming float.

18. Sachi and Shannon went to a music store where (you, they) could find the new CD.

19. (Who, Whom) did Thomas say won first prize in the speech contest?

20. The folder lying on the table is (theirs, their’s).

21. Would somebody please raise (her, their) hand and offer to help with the aluminum can drive?

22. Two of the league all-stars are players on our team, Roberto and (he, him).
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Unit 5: Diagraming Sentences

Lesson 33

Diagraming Simple Sentences

To diagram a simple sentence, write the simple subject and verb on a horizontal line and
then draw a vertical line between them. Add adjectives and adverbs on a slanted line
under the words they modify.

The new computer arrived yesterday.

Place a direct object on the same line as the simple subject and the verb. Separate it from
the verb with a vertical line. An indirect object is placed under the verb.

Did you lend them money?

To diagram a simple sentence with a compound part, follow the model diagrams below.

I love my dog and my cat. A dog or a rabbit dug up our garden.

We roasted and ate marshmallows.

To diagram a simple sentence with a subject complement (a predicate nominative or a
predicate adjective), follow the model diagrams below.

This CD sounds great! She is the team captain.
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7. She opened the windows and yelled for help, and that made the fire spread.   

the oxygen entering the open windows

8. When the sun goes behind the clouds, it gets dark.   

the sky

9. On the radio they said to leave your home and move to higher ground.   

the announcer

10. Meryl wants to go to college like her sister, because that can help you get a good job.   

a college education

11. Because of the new law, you can’t construct a building without a permit.   

builders

12. If you expect to win, you need to enter before it is over.  

the contest

13. Both computers had color graphics, and they were state-of-the-art.   

the color graphics

14. Amir wants to be a photographer because he likes it.   

taking pictures or photography

15. In some restaurants they won’t bring the check unless you ask.  

the servers

16. Michael was a wonderful person and artist, and this was obvious when you saw his paintings.  

his artistic talent

17. She wanted to see her favorite musician, but it seemed hopeless.   

getting backstage

18. When poachers in Africa hunt elephants, they are slaughtered for their ivory.   

the elephants

19. Kim thought about getting a job because it would help her pay her expenses.   

a paycheck

20. When traveling in space, you weigh less because of a lack of gravity.   

astronauts
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Chapter 18

Narrative 

ELEMENT DEFINITION

Plot the sequence of events

Conflict a problem the main character faces

Resolution the outcome of the conflict

Characters the individuals in a literary work

Theme overall message of the narrative

Setting the time and place in which the events of a 
narrative occur

Mood emotional quality of a literary work

18.1 Plan ............................................................  474
18.2 Draft ...........................................................  477
18.3 Revise  ........................................................  478
18.4 Edit  .............................................................  480
18.5 Publish  ......................................................  482

A narrative is a story of an event. Narrative writing 
can be personal, allowing the author to focus on important 
events in his or her life; historical, capturing a moment 
from the past and presenting it in a story format; or 
 fictional, using imagination to produce a short story. 
Here are the basic elements of a narrative:
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Most authors usually follow several steps before getting 
the first draft onto paper. These steps allow for planning 
and organization, as well as character and plot development. 

The instruction on the pages that follow will guide you 
through the process for writing a narrative while meeting 
the Common Core State Standards for narrative writing. 
For a list of the writing and grammar Common Core State 
Standards, see pages 548–555.

18.1 PLAN

Graphic Organizers 
During the planning stage, you will be gathering and 

organizing writing ideas. When you are planning your 
 narrative, you may wish to use graphic organizers like 
the Story Map, Character Chart, and Setting and Mood 
Diagram on pages 491–493. 

Identify Key Elements 
Write down the names of your characters (or real people 

if you’re writing a personal narrative) and the topic of your 
narrative. The topic is the general subject you wish to write 
about. Examples of narrative topics are taking a trip or play-
ing a sport. 

Write a possible theme for your narrative, and you can 
revise it as you draft. The theme is the central message that 
a writer wants to express. Theme can be expressed as a 
statement about life, such as “Winning isn’t everything.” 
Theme may be stated explicitly (directly); or it may be pre-
sented implicitly (revealed gradually and indirectly). If your 
narrative topic were playing a sport, your theme might be 
“It takes hard work and determination to achieve your 
goals.”

Identify the setting of your narrative, or the time and 
place in which the events occur.
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Clearly define your narrative’s point of view, or the per-
spective from which it is told. There are two main points of 
view. CCSS W.9–10.3a

POINT OF VIEW NARRATOR USES

First-person The narrator is a 
character in the 
narrative and uses 
the word I.

Use first-person point 
of view if you want 
to reveal the action 
through the main 
character’s eyes.

Third-person The narrator is 
not a character in 
the narrative but 
tells the story from 
outside the action, 
referring to charac-
ters as he and she.

Use third-person 
point of view if you 
want readers to see 
the action from out-
side the narrative.

Create Characters 
Write down the names of the main character or person 

and secondary characters or people of your narrative. For 
each character or person, provide examples of

• how the character/person looks 

• what the character/person thinks, feels, and says 

• how the character/person acts and interacts with 
others 

• what the narrator or other characters/people think and 
say about the character/person 

You can list words or phrases that describe the character 
or person and then think of details that illustrate each word 
or phrase. The details you choose should be related to the 
story and should help set up or advance the plot. 
CCSS W.9–10.3a, b, d
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Identify a literary device that you plan to use in your 
narrative, describe how you will use it, and explain how it 
will develop experiences, events, or characters. 
CCSS W.9–10.3c

Map Out Conflict and Resolution 
To develop your plot, identify the conflict and the resolu-

tion of your narrative and list the events in chronological 
order. A narrative is driven by a conflict, a struggle or a 
problem, that the main character or person faces. The end-
ing usually presents the resolution, or the outcome of the 
conflict. The resolution suggests whether or not the conflict 
has been solved. The events of the narrative are the situa-
tions that show how the conflict unfolds. CCSS W.9–10.3a, c

Use Literary Devices to Enhance the Plot 
Writers use various literary devices and narrative 

 techniques to develop experiences, events, and characters. 
Some of these techniques are listed below.

DEVICE OR TECHNIQUE DEFINITION

Dialogue the conversation between charac-
ters in a literary work

Pacing the speed with which the action 
proceeds

Description a detailed portrayal of a person, 
place, or thing

Reflection the inclusion of the thoughts, opin-
ions, or attitudes of the narrator or 
of other characters

Multiple plot lines often exist in longer narrative works 
and involve various characters. One 
plot line is often dominant while 
others are minor or subplots.
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Use Sensory Details to Define the Mood 
Writers use sensory details, or descriptive language that 

appeals to one or more of the five senses, to describe the 
 setting in order to establish the mood of the narrative. For 
example, a writer might describe a dark, rainy night with 
loud thunder to create a suspenseful mood.

Write the setting of your narrative and the mood you 
wish to establish. Then write sensory details that describe 
the setting. Make sure that your sensory details help create 
the mood. CCSS W.9–10.3b, d

18.2 DRAFT

Write the Opening 
Begin by writing the opening to your narrative. In the 

opening, you should introduce the main character or person 
and the conflict.

Incorporate descriptive details about your character or 
person from your planning notes so that your readers can 
visualize the person being described and can get a sense of 
his or her age and personality.

Writing Tip
If you are stuck, just start writing and keep in mind that your 
first attempt does not have to be perfect. After you have 
written the first draft of your opening, you can always rewrite 
it until you are satisfied. CCSS W.9–10.3a, b, d
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Writing Tip
Use tag lines so that it is clear which character or person is
speaking. Tag lines are the words that identify the speaker, 
such as “said Charlie.” Without tag lines, readers might be 
confused about who is speaking. CCSS W.9–10.3b 

Write Dialogue 
Think of places in your narrative where you can use 

dialogue. Dialogue can serve many purposes. For example, 
it can introduce the conflict and move along the plot. It is 
also used to develop characters and events.

Write the Body 
Next, use your planning notes to write the body of your 

narrative. Remember to

• follow the sequence of events you mapped out 

• include a literary device to enhance the plot 

• use descriptive details to flesh out characters or people 

• use sensory details to define the mood 
CCSS W.9–10.3a–e

Write the Ending 
Finally, write the ending of your narrative. Make sure 

that your ending presents the resolution to the conflict. It 
should also reflect the theme of your narrative. 
CCSS W.9–10.3e

18.3 REVISE

Introduction to Revision 
To revise your narrative, you will be focusing on the con-

tent or the message of your writing and possibly applying 
one or more of these four revision strategies:
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• Add details and information to make the message 
clearer. 

• Delete distracting or unnecessary words or ideas. 

• Substitute more precise or stronger words for bland 
or overused language. 

• Rearrange phrases and sentences to be sure the 
 message is logically presented.

The questions that follow will show you how to use 
these revision strategies and help you rethink how well 
issues of purpose, audience, and genre have been addressed. 
CCSS W.9–10.4, W.9–10.5

Focus and Coherence 
Ask yourself:
✓ Does the story have a clear focus? 

✓ Do all the parts work together so that I achieve my 
purpose? 

✓ Will readers be able to follow the story line?
CCSS W.9–10.3a

Organization
Ask yourself:
✓ Does the beginning introduce the main character or 

person and conflict? 

✓ Does the middle present events in the order in which 
they happen?

✓ Does the end offer a clear resolution?
CCSS W.9–10.3a, e

Development of Ideas 
Ask yourself: 
✓ Are the characters or people fully developed and pre-

sented in an interesting, believable, and meaningful 
way? CCSS W.9–10.3a
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Use Sensory Details to Define the Mood 
Writers use sensory details, or descriptive language that 

appeals to one or more of the five senses, to describe the 
 setting in order to establish the mood of the narrative. For 
example, a writer might describe a dark, rainy night with 
loud thunder to create a suspenseful mood.

Write the setting of your narrative and the mood you 
wish to establish. Then write sensory details that describe 
the setting. Make sure that your sensory details help create 
the mood. CCSS W.9–10.3b, d

18.2 DRAFT

Write the Opening 
Begin by writing the opening to your narrative. In the 

opening, you should introduce the main character or person 
and the conflict.

Incorporate descriptive details about your character or 
person from your planning notes so that your readers can 
visualize the person being described and can get a sense of 
his or her age and personality.

Writing Tip
If you are stuck, just start writing and keep in mind that your 
first attempt does not have to be perfect. After you have 
written the first draft of your opening, you can always rewrite 
it until you are satisfied. CCSS W.9–10.3a, b, d
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Writing Tip
Use tag lines so that it is clear which character or person is
speaking. Tag lines are the words that identify the speaker, 
such as “said Charlie.” Without tag lines, readers might be 
confused about who is speaking. CCSS W.9–10.3b 

Write Dialogue 
Think of places in your narrative where you can use 

dialogue. Dialogue can serve many purposes. For example, 
it can introduce the conflict and move along the plot. It is 
also used to develop characters and events.

Write the Body 
Next, use your planning notes to write the body of your 

narrative. Remember to

• follow the sequence of events you mapped out 

• include a literary device to enhance the plot 

• use descriptive details to flesh out characters or people 

• use sensory details to define the mood 
CCSS W.9–10.3a–e

Write the Ending 
Finally, write the ending of your narrative. Make sure 

that your ending presents the resolution to the conflict. It 
should also reflect the theme of your narrative. 
CCSS W.9–10.3e

18.3 REVISE

Introduction to Revision 
To revise your narrative, you will be focusing on the con-

tent or the message of your writing and possibly applying 
one or more of these four revision strategies:
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• Add details and information to make the message 
clearer. 

• Delete distracting or unnecessary words or ideas. 

• Substitute more precise or stronger words for bland 
or overused language. 

• Rearrange phrases and sentences to be sure the 
 message is logically presented.

The questions that follow will show you how to use 
these revision strategies and help you rethink how well 
issues of purpose, audience, and genre have been addressed. 
CCSS W.9–10.4, W.9–10.5

Focus and Coherence 
Ask yourself:
✓ Does the story have a clear focus? 

✓ Do all the parts work together so that I achieve my 
purpose? 

✓ Will readers be able to follow the story line?
CCSS W.9–10.3a

Organization
Ask yourself:
✓ Does the beginning introduce the main character or 

person and conflict? 

✓ Does the middle present events in the order in which 
they happen?

✓ Does the end offer a clear resolution?
CCSS W.9–10.3a, e

Development of Ideas 
Ask yourself: 
✓ Are the characters or people fully developed and pre-

sented in an interesting, believable, and meaningful 
way? CCSS W.9–10.3a
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Visit my.mheducation.com to log in. 
Use the username and password provided below.

Select the TX StudySync Teacher Edition.

DON’T FORGET TO LOG IN 
 
Grammar is integrated into the Texas StudySync curriculum. We also provide additional grammar 
resources for your range of classroom needs.
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Click on CORE ELAR 
at the top navigation

Choose 
Grade 10, Unit 3
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Digital Access
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Digital Access (continued)

Click on 
Extended Writing Project 

Click on 
Edit and Publish

Preview a  
Grammar Lesson
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Grammar Lesson Sample

Vocabulary 
practice solidifies 
understanding.

Models 
present clear repeatable 
processes for applying skills.

Your Turn 
Students are able to answer questions 
in the style of state assessments.

1
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