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Welcome to Wonders! Getting to know a new curriculum 
can feel overwhelming, with new materials, new routines, 
and new instruction—not to mention a classroom full of 
new learners and personalities!

As you begin your year using Wonders, here are some of 
the implementation resources available to help you get 
started, within your Wonders materials.

In your Wonders Digital Workspace
Login to your digital workspace for guidance to get you started at the beginning of the year, as well as 
for on-demand Professional Development and support throughout the year. Use the search feature in the 
upper right-hand corner of your workspace to search for these resources by name or keyword, or follow 
the click paths below.

• Instructional Routines Handbook goes step-by-step through key instructional practices embedded 
in Wonders. These routines reflect best classroom practices and help you encourage independent 
learning, make learning visible, and help students focus on new learning tasks.

 Click Resources > Professional Development > Overview > Instructional Routines 

• Pacing Guides provide flexible pacing options to adapt to various instructional time frames and 
weekly lesson plans for your classroom.

 Click Resources > Resource Library > Teacher Resources > Suggested Lesson Plans & Pacing Guides 

• Know Your Reports is a printable guide to using and interpreting the reports available through  
your Wonders Data Dashboard.

 Click Resources > Professional Development > Digital Help > Assessment & Data

• Research Base Alignment provides a summary of the key research used to develop the instruction in 
Wonders, and to demonstrate alignment of the program to research-based practices. 

 Click Resources > Professional Development > Overview > Research Base and Whitepapers

• The Resource Library in your Teacher’s Workspace can be filtered to display many other handy 
Teacher Resources, including digital versions of the Teacher’s Edition, English Learner support, unit 
bibliographies, reproducibles, and more.

 Click Resources > Resource Library > Teacher Resources
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Implementation Resources

The Professional Development section of your digital workspace offers  
24/7 access to on-demand resources including self-paced modules  
to support initial and ongoing implementation, model classroom videos,  
and author and coaching videos.

• For professional development resources to help you get started, go to Resources > Professional 
Development > Overview > Learn to Use Wonders.

• Wonders Basics, a five-section learning module that introduces the Wonders curriculum, instructional 
path, and resources. Supports classroom set-up and placement and diagnostic assessment.

• Manage Small-Group Time, a package of model classroom videos and coaching videos by Wonders 
teachers that shares strategies for implementing small-group rules and procedures, organizing and 
modeling station activities, and managing digital devices.

• Eight-Step Implementation Support, a series of eight guides that offer step-by-step assistance  
with Wonders professional learning resources, lesson planning, foundational skill instruction,  
close reading, writing, differentiation, assessment, and digital resources.

• To explore Assessment & Data resources, go to Resources > Professional Development > Overview > 
Assessment & Data. These supports provide information about Wonders’ assessment approach,  
online assessment administration, and generating and applying valuable student data to guide 
instructional decisions.

• To watch videos around Dual Language Instruction, go to Resources > Professional Development 
> Author & Coach Videos > Dual Language. This collection outlines best practices of dual language 
instruction. including setting up an interactive classroom, planning and scheduling to cover all instructional 
objectives, fostering successful student interactions, and planning effective bridging lessons.

• To view additional author and coaching videos on key instructional topics, including Social Emotional 
Learning, Foundational Skills, and Writing, go to Resources > Professional Development > Author & 
Coach Videos.

• To access model classroom videos that  
showcase Wonders teachers delivering 
lessons in real classrooms, go to  
Resources > Professional Development >  
Classroom Videos.

• For assistance with the Wonders digital 
platform, go to Resources > Professional 
Development > Digital Help. This section 
features guidance on digital features like the 
Student and Teacher Dashboards, the Data 
Dashboard, and the weekly planner.



In your Teacher’s Edition
Your Wonders Teacher’s Edition provides embedded support every day, throughout the year, with 
dedicated features to help you begin your year, and again at key assessment points.

• At Grades K and 1, Start Smart lessons build the foundation for reading success with lessons to 
reinforce phonemic awareness, listening comprehension, the alphabet, and beginning reading 
concepts. Start Smart also provides a chance for you and your children to get to know one another 
and to become familiar with the daily routine. It offers the perfect chance to observe and assess 
children’s abilities, so you know what they know now. 

• In Grades 2–5, Start Smart shifts to an overview of the instructional lessons and routines within 
Wonders by providing an annotated explanation of the Unit 1 genre study Teacher’s Edition 
lessons. You’ll learn about the purpose and strength of Wonders instruction through routines, 
author insights, and more.

• The Scope and Sequence for each grade is included in the back of every grade level Teacher’s 
Edition, as well as online, offering an overview of the skills and content covered in Wonders.  
Use this information to plan, differentiate, and confirm standards coverage.

• Progress Monitoring Guidelines at the end of every text set and unit outline the skills assessed 
in the genre study, the instructional focus, and guidelines for informal assessment. You’ll also get 
support for using your assessment results to drive instruction, using online tools, and suggestions 
for reteaching and enrichment opportunities.
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For more information about back-to-school support, visit  
mheonline.com/backtoschool
If you have any questions, please contact your local sales representative at
mheonline.com/contact-rep
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START SMART • INTRODUCE THE CONCEPT

Talk About It

 Essential Question
Who am I?

Read aloud the essential question. Explain that this week you will discuss 
and try to think of answers to this question. Then display the text from the 
box below, and read it aloud. Track the print.

Say: This week we will be talking and thinking about who we are. Discuss 
that we are all unique. Say: Let’s introduce ourselves. My name is _____. 
Something special about me is ____. Have children follow your example, 
saying their names and something about themselves. 

Anchor Chart Create a Build Knowledge anchor chart. You will use this 
chart to discuss the week’s theme. Write the Essential Question at the top. 
Explain that you will add children’s ideas to the chart throughout the week. 

Display the Speaking and Listening checklists from the Teacher’s Resource 
Online PDF. Explain that there are discussion guidelines children should 
follow to make sure they are being respectful, active participants and 
careful listeners. 

Listen Carefully As children engage in partner, small-group, and whole-
group discussion, encourage them to:

• always look at the speaker.

• respect others by not interrupting them.

• repeat others’ ideas and ask questions to check understanding.

Circulate and monitor children’s conversations. Ask them to evaluate their 
discussions. Are they actively listening and asking appropriate questions?

Collaborative Conversations

Who are we? What makes us special? 

We are all special. Let’s introduce ourselves.  

Study Sync: 
Collaborative 
Conversation

Concepts of Print

Directionality Using the text above, explain that we read from left to 
right and from the top to the bottom of the page. Model reading the first 
sentence, running your finger beneath each word. Have volunteers run 
their fingers beneath the sentences as you read the sentences with them. 

5
mins

5
mins

Listen Carefully: Page 512

DIGITAL TOOLS

  NEWCOMERS
To help children develop oral 
language and build vocabulary, 
use Newcomer Cards 1–4 and 
the accompanying lessons in the 
Newcomer Teacher’s Guide. For 
additional practice, have children 
complete the online Newcomer 
Activities.

S12 START SMART WEEK 1

OBJECTIVES
Build on others’ talk in 
conversations by responding to 
the comments of others through 
multiple exchanges.

Demonstrate understanding 
of the organization and basic 
features of print.

Discuss the Essential Question.

ELA ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
• discussion, essential

• Cognates: discusión, esencial
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LESSON FOCUS
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mins

5
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Genre Read Aloud,  
pp. 74–75

Introduce the Essential Question
Word Work
• Short a, The Alphabet

Read the Nursery Rhyme: 
• “1, 2, Buckle My Shoe”

Write
• Shared Writing

LESSON FOCUS

AUTHOR INSIGHT

Print Awareness

“Print awareness includes 
understanding that print is 
organized in a particular way—
for example, knowing that print 
in English, Spanish, and other 
languages is read from left to 
right and top to bottom.”

—Dr. Jan Hasbrouck

Oral Language

 Essential Question
Who am I?

Review the Essential Question. Display the text from the box below. Track 
the print, pointing to the text as you read, to reinforce the speech-to-print 
connection. Continue to point to each word as you read the sentences 
again. 

Have children use the sentence starters to have a conversation with a 
partner. Ask volunteers to share their conversations with the group. 

Concepts of Print

Directionality Remind children that we read from left to right and from 
the top to the bottom of a page. Track the print as you read the above 
sentences again. 

Concept of a Sentence Explain that sentences are made up of words. 
Tell children there are six sentences. Point to and read each word in the 
first sentence. Ask: How many words are in this sentence? Have volunteers 
count the words. Make sure that as children are counting the words 
in each sentence, they are moving left to right and top to bottom, as 
appropriate. 

Let’s learn about each other.

Who are we? What makes us special?

Hello, my name is           .

I remember that you            .

It’s nice to see you again! 
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S18 START SMART WEEK 1

OBJECTIVES
Use words and phrases acquired 
through conversations, reading 
and being read to, and 
responding to texts.

Demonstrate understanding 
of the organization and basic 
features of print.

Understand the concept of a 
sentence.

ELA ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
• conversation, sentence

• Cognate: conversacion

READING • TEACHING MINILESSONSSTART SMART

S12 START SMART

MINILESSON ROUTINE

Each minilesson in Wonders follows this routine.

1.  Explain Define the skill and its purpose for students.

2.  Model Reread the text and model how to apply the skill or strategy to  
the text.

3.  Guided Practice / Practice Ask a question and work with students to answer 
it, then have them do the Your Turn activity on their own or with a partner.

RESEARCH SAYS...

Strategy instruction improves reading comprehension—including the 
strategies of summarization, self-questioning, and using text structure 
(Bogaerds-Hazenberg, Evers-Vermeul, & Bergh, 2020). Wonders provides 
teachers with guidance and support for developing these kinds of 
cognitive strategies using the approaches found to be most effective by 
research (Shanahan, et al., 2010).

Grade 1 Grade 4


