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Welcome to Wonders! Getting to know a new curriculum can feel overwhelming, 
with new materials, new routines, and new instruction—not to mention a 
classroom full of new learners and personalities!

As you begin your year using Wonders, here are some of the implementation 
resources available to help you get started, within your Wonders materials.

In your Wonders Digital Workspace
Login to your digital workspace for guidance to get you started at the beginning of the year, as well as 
for on-demand Professional Development and support throughout the year. Use the search feature in 
the upper right-hand corner of your workspace to search for these resources by name or keyword, or 
follow the click paths below.

•	Instructional Routines Handbook goes step-by-step through key instructional practices embedded 
in Wonders. These routines reflect best classroom practices and help you encourage independent 
learning, make learning visible, and help students focus on new learning tasks.

	 Click Resources > Professional Development > Instructional Routines and Assessments 

•	Pacing Guide provides flexible pacing options to adapt to various instructional time frames and 
weekly lesson plans for your classroom.

	 Click Resources > Resource Library > Teacher Resources > Sample Lesson Plans & Pacing Guide 

•	Know Your Reports is a printable guide to using and interpreting the reports available through  
your Wonders Data Dashboard.

	 Click Resources > Professional Development > Digital Help > Assessment & Data

•	Research Base Alignment provides a summary of the key research used to develop the instruction 
in Wonders, and to demonstrate alignment of the program to research-based practices. 

	 Click Resources > Professional Development > Overview > Research Base and Whitepapers

•	The Resource Library in your Teacher’s Workspace can be filtered to display many other handy 
Teacher Resources, including digital versions of the Teacher’s Edition, a user’s guide, English 
Learner support, unit bibliographies, blackline masters, and more.

	 Click Resources > Resource Library > Teacher Resources
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Implementation Resources

The Professional Development section of your digital workspace offers 24/7 access to on-demand 
resources including self-paced modules to support initial and ongoing implementation, model classroom 
videos, and author and coaching videos.

To access these implementation modules, go to Resources > Professional Development > Overview > 
Learn to Use Wonders.

•	Wonders Basics, a five-section learning module that introduces the Wonders curriculum, instructional 
path, and resources. Supports classroom set-up and placement & diagnostic assessment.

•	Wonders Digital Quick Start focuses solely on how to set up and use Wonders digital resources and 
can be taken at any time during the year when teachers are ready to start up with digital.

•	Manage Small-Group Time, a package of model classroom videos and coaching videos by Wonders 
teachers that shares strategies for implementing small-group rules and procedures, organizing and 
modeling station activities, and managing digital devices.

•	Assessment & Data (to come September 2019), these resources provide an overview of Wonders 
assessment approach, online assessment administration, and generating and applying valuable 
student data to inform instructional decisions.

•	Dual Language Instruction (Fall/Winter 2019), outlines best-practices of dual language instruction 
including setting up an interactive classroom, planning and scheduling to cover all instructional 
objectives, fostering successful student interactions, and planning effective bridging lessons.

•	To access model classroom videos that showcase Wonders teachers delivering lessons in real 
classrooms, go to Resources > Professional Development > Classroom Videos.

•	To access author and coaching videos on key instructional topics, including Social Emotional Learning 
and Dual Language, go to Resources > Professional Development > Author & Coach Videos.



In your Teacher’s Edition
Your Wonders Teacher’s Edition provides embedded support every day, throughout the year, with 
dedicated features to help you begin your year, and again at key assessment points.

•	At Grades K and 1, Start Smart lessons build the foundation for reading success with lessons to 
reinforce phonemic awareness, listening comprehension, the alphabet, and beginning reading 
concepts. Start Smart also provides a chance for you and your children to get to know one another 
and to become familiar with the daily routine. It offers the perfect chance to observe and assess 
children’s abilities, so you know what they know now. 

•	In Grades 2–5, Start Smart shifts to an overview of the instructional lessons and routines within 
Wonders by providing an annotated explanation of the Unit 1 genre study Teacher’s Edition 
lessons. You’ll learn about the purpose and strength of Wonders instruction through routines, 
author insights, and more.

•	The Scope and Sequence for each grade is included in the back of every grade level Teacher’s 
Edition, as well as online, offering an overview of the skills and content covered in Wonders. Use 
this information to plan, differentiate, and confirm standards coverage.

•	Progress Monitoring Guidelines at the end of every text set and unit outline the skills assessed 
in the genre study, the instructional focus, and guidelines for informal assessment. You’ll also get 
support for using your assessment results to drive instruction, using online tools, and suggestions 
for reteaching and enrichment opportunities.
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For more information about back to school support, visit  
mheonline.com/backtoschool

If you have any questions, please contact your local sales representative at
mheonline.com/contact-rep

START SMARTDay 
1 Introduce the Concept

DAILY FOCUS
Word Work
• Blend words with /k/c and /f/f

Read the Fairy Tale:
• “Jack and the Beanstalk”

Write
• Shared Writing

Genre Read Aloud,  
pp. 70–73

Talk About It

 Essential Question
What can you imagine?

Read the Essential Question to children. Remind children that they will 
discuss this question all week. Write and display the text in the box below. 

Say: Sometimes I use my imagination to enjoy books without pictures. 
Have children share how they use their imaginations. 

Anchor Chart Create and display an Essential Question chart. Write the 
Essential Question at the top of the chart. Explain that at the end of the 
day the class will add their ideas to the chart. 

What kinds of things do we imagine?

How can you describe the things you imagine? 

Review the Speaking and Listening checklists from the Teacher’s 
Resource Online PDF. Explain that during discussions, children should 
make sure they are prepared to actively participate.
Add New Ideas As children engage in discussions, encourage them to:
• stay on topic.
• speak clearly, not too fast or too slow.
• look for ways to connect their experiences to the conversation.

Collaborative Conversations

5
Mins

Concepts of Print
Return Sweep Reread and emphasize the return sweep, using your finger. 
Have children move a finger from one sentence to the next. 
Capitalization Review that sentences begin with capital letters. Have 
volunteers point to the first words. Have children circle and name the 
letters.

Newcomer

To help children develop 
oral language and build 
vocabulary, continue using 
Newcomer Cards 5–9 and 
the lessons in the Newcomer 
Teacher’s Guide.

We promote ownership of 
learning. 
As you read each selection 
during the week, have 
children take ownership of 
their learning by asking 
them to think about the 
Essential Question. Guide 
children as they stretch 
their thinking and support 
them in thinking about 
what might be difficult for 
them to learn. Ask: What 
new information have you 
learned about the Essential 
Question?

Have partners turn and 
talk. Then record children’s 
ideas on the Essential 
Question chart.

CLASSROOM 
CULTURE

S44 START SMART WEEK 2

OBJECTIVES
Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions.

Recognize the distinguishing 
features of a sentence (e.g., first 
word, capitalization, ending 
punctuation).

Blend words by onset and rime

ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
• discussion, connect

• Cognate: connectar

5
Mins

START SMARTDay 
2 Build the Concept

DAILY FOCUS
Revisit the Essential Question
Word Work
• Blend words with /o/o

Reread the Fairy Tale
• “Jack and the Beanstalk”

Write
• Shared Writing

Genre Read Aloud,  
pp. 70–73

Oral Language

 Essential Question
What can you imagine?

Remind children of the Essential Question. Then display the text in the 
box below. Track the print as you read to reinforce the speech-to-print 
connection. 

Have children use the sentence starter to have a conversation with a 
partner. Encourage children to use complete sentences when answering 
questions. Ask volunteers to share their conversations with the group.

Concepts of Print

Word Spaces Tell children that words in a sentence are separated by 
spaces. Underline words and mark the space between them in the above 
sentences. Invite volunteers to circle the spaces between words.

Punctuation/Pronoun I Review that telling sentences end with a period. 
Review that we always capitalize the word I. 

Title Page Open to the title page of a classroom book. Say: This is the 
title page. Read aloud the book title and author’s name. A title page has 
the name of the book and the name of the author. Where is the title 
page located?

When I read, I can use my imagination  
to        . 

How do you use your imagination as you read?

I am part of a community 
of learners. 

Through collaborative 
conversations, children 
will realize they can learn 
from each other. Through 
these daily discussions, 
children will build on their 
ideas and the ideas of their 
classmates. Developing 
this habit of learning will 
enable all children to 
succeed.

HABITS OF 
LEARNING

S50 START SMART WEEK 2

OBJECTIVES
Produce complete sentences 
when appropriate to task and 
situation.

Recognize the distinguishing 
features of a sentence (e.g., first 
word, capitalization, ending 
punctuation).

Isolate and pronounce initial, 
medial vowel, and final sounds 
(phonemes) in spoken single-
syllable words.

ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
• conversation

• Cognate: conversacion

5
Mins

5
Mins

S4 START SMART

START SMART

AUTHOR INSIGHT

“Sharing ideas and working collaboratively are learned 
skills. Students benefit from instruction and practice that develops 
learning habits for listening attentively, sharing talking time, and 
communicating respectfully.”

—Dr. Vicki Gibson

Introducing the Concept

HABITS OF LEARNING 

I am part of a community of learners.

As you introduce the concept of each genre study, students participate in 
collaborative conversations that help them learn the skills they need to be 
part of a community of learners. They learn how to listen actively, build 
upon one another’s ideas, use words that make their ideas clear, and stay 
on topic, giving all students a chance to share what they know.

Digital Tools

Reading/Writing Companion

Talk About It

Essential Question
How do people respond to natural disasters?

Display the online Student Learning Goals for this genre study. Tell 
students they will read how natural disasters can cause a crisis, a difficult 
and dangerous situation. Explain that through expository text, students will 
analyze how people respond to natural disasters, and they will be able to 
talk and write about those responses.

Read aloud the Essential Question in the Reading/Writing Companion on 
the page opposite page 1.

Discuss the photograph of the helicopter responding to a fire with students. 
Focus on how people respond to natural disasters.

 • Forest fires are a hazard, or danger, during the dry, windy season.

 • Helicopters can hover over a fire and drop water on it.

 • After a disaster, rescue workers search for people who may be trapped 
and try to rescue them.

Ask: How do people respond when there is a crisis or natural disaster? 
What are some of the hazards of responding to a natural disaster? Have 
students discuss in pairs or groups.

 • Model using the graphic organizer concept web to generate words and 
phrases related to natural disaster response. Add students’ contributions.

 • Have partners continue the discussion by sharing what they have 
learned about responding to natural disasters. They can complete the 
concept web, generating additional related words and phrases.

Listen Carefully As students engage in partner, small-group, and 
whole-class discussions, encourage them to follow discussion rules by 
listening carefully to speakers. Remind students to

 • listen actively: always look at the person who is speaking.

 • ask relevant (on-topic) questions to clarify information.

 • make pertinent (on-topic and important) comments.

Collaborative Conversations

Introduce the ConceptBEFORE READING

Watch 
Video

Discuss 
Concept

Show the image during class 
discussion. Then play the video.

10
Mins

OBJECTIVES
Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions with 
diverse partners on grade 4 topics 
and texts, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. Review the key ideas 
expressed and explain their own 
ideas and understanding in light 
of the discussion.

Interpret information presented 
visually, orally, or quantitatively 
and explain how the information 
contributes to an understanding of 
the text in which it appears.

   
   Observe and identify slow 

changes to Earth’s surface 
caused by weathering, erosion, 
and deposition from water, wind, 
and ice. Science

ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
• generate, respond

• Cognates: generar, responder

Program: Reading_Wonders Component: U1W12_BR
PDF_Proof

Vendor: APTARA Grade: 4
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EXPOSITORY TEXT

Reading/Writing Companion, pp. viii–1

BLAST 
BACK!

Share the “Masters of Disaster” Blast assignment with students. Point 
out that you will discuss their responses during the Integrate Ideas 
lesson at the end of this two-week genre study.

To help students develop oral 
language and build vocabulary, use 
Newcomer Cards 5-9 and the 
accompanying materials in the 
Newcomer Teacher’s Guide. For 
thematic connection, use 
Newcomer Card 15 and the 
accompanying materials. 

Newcomers

natural disaster (desastre 
natural) a sudden and terrible event 
in nature, such as forest fires or 
floods

hurricane (huracán) a very large  
storm with strong winds

earthquake (terremoto) a shaking 
of part of Earth’s surface 

flood (inundación) a lot of water 
that spreads over the land

Vocabulary

English Language Learners  SCAFFOLD 

Use the following scaffolds with Ask to have students learn and use 
vocabulary related to natural disasters using their prior knowledge.

Beginning
Describe the fire in the photograph with students. Say: A forest fire is 
a natural disaster. What do people do to respond or help? Help 
students describe using what they know about natural disasters to 
generate words for ways people respond. Then help partners respond 
using: Firefighters respond by dropping water. They help people leave. 

Intermediate
Use the photograph to describe with students what they know about 
ways people respond to a natural disaster. Ask: What do firefighters 
and rescue workers do? Have partners respond using: Firefighters and 
rescue workers respond to a natural disaster by ___.

Advanced/Advanced High
Review the meaning of hazard with students and elicit that it has a 
similar meaning to danger. Have students discuss what they know 
about ways rescue workers respond to natural disasters. Then have 
partners discuss the hazards in the ways rescue workers respond.

INTRODUCE THE CONCEPT T21

Program:  Reading_Wonders Component: U1W12_BR
PDF_Proof

Vendor: APTARA Grade: 4
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S12 START SMART

START SMART

AUTHOR INSIGHT

“Using appropriate complex texts and providing instruction and modeling 
on the strategies to access complex texts enable students to become proficient 
independent readers of a wide range of text of increasing complexity, including a 
wide range of genre and topics.”

—Kathy R. Bumgardner

MINILESSON ROUTINE

Each minilesson in Wonders follows this routine.
1.  Explain Define the skill and its purpose for students.
2.  Model Reread the text and model how to apply the skill or strategy to  

the text.
3.  Guided Practice/Practice Ask a question and work with students to answer it, 

then have them do the Your Turn activity on their own or with a partner.

Teaching Minilessons

SHARED READ Comprehension SkillReread

To differentiate instruction for 
key skills, use the results of the 
activity.

Digital Tools

Text Structure: 
Compare and Contrast

1  Explain
Explain that text structure is a way that authors organize a text. 
Compare and contrast is one kind of text structure. It shows how 
things are alike and different.

 • When you compare, you tell how things are alike.

 • When you contrast, you tell how things are different.

 • An author may use signal words such as same, both, and like to 
signal comparisons.

 • An author may use signal words such as neither, however, unlike, or 
instead to signal contrasts.

Anchor Chart Begin an anchor chart for Compare and Contrast text 
structure. Have students help you add the features you discuss.

2  Model
Identify similarities between slow and fast natural processes on pages 
3–5 of “A World of Change.” Then identify the differences. Using this 
information, model how to fill out the Venn diagram graphic organizer 
to compare and contrast slow and fast natural processes. 

3  Guided Practice
Have students reread the section “Fast and Powerful” on page 4. Then 
help them list details in a Venn diagram to compare and contrast 
volcanoes and landslides. Students can work in pairs. Circulate as they 
work to give help if needed, and to make sure they stay on task. Have 
pairs use the completed graphic organizer to orally compare and 
contrast volcanoes and landslides.

Write About Reading: Compare and Contrast Ask pairs to 
work together to summarize how they compared and 

contrasted landslides and volcanoes. Select pairs of students to share 
their summaries with the class.

COLLABORATE

Reading/Writing Companion

10
Mins

OBJECTIVES
Describe the overall structure 
(e.g., chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution) 
of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in a text or part of a 
text.

   
   Observe and identify slow 

changes to Earth’s surface 
caused by weathering, erosion, 
and deposition from water, wind, 
and ice. Science

ACADEMIC LANGUAGE 
• contrast, signal

• Cognate: contrastar

T34 UNIT 1 WEEKS 1 AND 2

Program: Reading wonders Component: U1W12_MINI
PDF_Proof

Vendor: Aptara Grade: 4
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English Language Learners  SCAFFOLD 

Use the following scaffolds with Guided Practice to have students 
compare and contrast volcanoes and landslides and take notes.

Beginning
Review with students to look for things that are alike to compare and 
different to contrast. Read the fourth paragraph on page 4 with 
students. Restate the sentences as needed. Help students compare 
volcanic eruptions and landslides using: They are natural disasters. 
Use the diagram on page 5 to help them describe that magma moves 
up. Read the first paragraph on page 5 and point to the words “slide 
down” to help them describe rocks. Help them contrast using: The 
magma moves up. The rocks move down. 

Intermediate
Review with students how to compare and contrast and discuss signal 
words, such as same, both, like, unlike, and however. Have partners 
read “Fast and Powerful” and compare and contrast volcanoes and 
landslides. Have them describe: Both volcanoes and landslides are 
___. Volcanoes and landslides are different because ___.

Advanced/Advanced High
Have students discuss how to compare and contrast and identify 
signal words that help them. Have partners read “Fast and Powerful” 
and describe details to compare and contrast volcanoes and 
landslides. Have them use signal words, such as however and both.

Differentiate
SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION

   Check for Success

Rubric Use your online rubric 
to record student progress.

As students complete the 
Venn diagram about volcanoes 
and landslides, are they able 
to identify similarities and 
differences?

On  Review p. T85

Beyond  Extend p. T91

Approaching  Reteach p. T79

ELL  Develop p. T92, T102

If No

If Yes

Reading/Writing Companion, pp. 10–11

EXPOSITORY TEXT

Program: Reading wonders Component: U1W12_MINI
PDF_Proof

Vendor: Aptara Grade: 4
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