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Reading at HomeReading at Home
Dear Family Member:

Welcome! This year your child will be building important 
reading skills. You can help your child practice reading skills 
taught at school. By working together, you and your child 
can become partners in learning.

Each week your child will bring home:

• A letter for you that describes what the class is 
working on that week.

• A list of the week’s vocabulary words and spelling 
words.

• A comprehension activity for you and your child to 
work on together.

Reading is key to improving learning in all other subject 
areas. With that in mind, here are a few questions you 
may want to ask me when we meet:

• How is my child progressing in reading?
• Which area is my child’s strongest? 

Which is the weakest?
• How can I help my child’s reading improve?

Your interest, praise, and encouragement are sure to lead 
to your child’s success in school. Here’s to an exciting year 
of learning!

   Yours truly,
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Estimados familiares:

¡Bienvenidos! Este año, los niños desarrollarán destrezas de 
lectura importantes. Usted podrá ayudar a su niño o niña 
a practicar las destrezas de lectura que se enseñarán en 
la escuela. De esta manera, al trabajar juntos, se harán 
compañeros del aprendizaje.

Todas las semanas, su niño o niña llevará al hogar lo siguiente:
• Una carta dirigida a usted en la que se describe el 

trabajo realizado en clase esa semana.
• Una lista que incluye las palabras de vocabulario y 

las palabras de ortografía de la semana.
• Una actividad de comprensión para que usted 

realice con su niño o niña.

La lectura es fundamental para mejorar la capacidad de 
aprendizaje en las otras materias. De acuerdo con esto, a 
continuación se muestran algunas de las preguntas que 
usted podrá hacerme cuando nos reunamos:

• ¿Cómo está mi niño o niña progresando en lectura?
• ¿Cuál es el área en la que muestra mayor facilidad? 

¿En cuál tiene mayor dificultad?
• ¿De qué manera puedo ayudar para que mejore 

la capacidad de lectura de mi niño o niña?

Su interés, sus elogios y su atención ayudarán a que su 
niño o niña tengan un buen desempeño en la escuela. 
¡Nos espera un maravilloso año de aprendizaje!

  Saludos cordiales,

Lectura en el Hogar
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Li nan Lakayen
Chè Manb Fanmi,

Byenveni! Ane sa a timoun ou va apran nouvo talan yo 
pou li. Ou kabap ede timoun ou pratike talan yo pou li ki 
nou montre nan lekòl la. Si ou travay ansanm, ou ak 
timoun ou kapab vini patnè yo pou apran.

Chak semen timoun ou va pote nan lakay: 

• Yon lèt pou ou ki dekri ki sa klas la ap travay nan 
semen sa.

• Youn lis mo vòkbyilè ak òtograf pou semen sa a.
• Youn aktivite pou konpreyansyon pou w ak timoun 

ou pou travay sou yo ansanm.

Lekti se kle la pou amelyore abilité pou apran nan tout sijè. 
Kom ou panse sa a, isit nou genyen nenpòt kèsyon ou 
petèt beswen mande mwen ki le nou randevou:

• Kouman timoun mwen ap proge avek abillite pou li.
• Kisa domèn sa ti moun mwen gen pi fò? 

Kisa domèn sa li pi fèb.
• Kouman mwen kapab ede timoum mwen 

amelyore avek li? Kouman mwen kapab ede lekti 
timoum mwen an amelyore?

Atansyon ak ankourajman ou va dirije sikse pou timoun ou 
nan lekòl. Bwavò pou yon ane pou apran!

   Sinsèman,
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Reading at HomeReading at Home
Dear Family Member:

   Yours truly,
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Reading at HomeReading at Home
Dear Family Member:

  Yours truly,
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on the different ways people 
attempt to get the things they need. We will discuss the businesses in 
a community, such as banks, and how they may serve the needs of 
the people. 

Here are some activities you can 
do with your child to help reinforce 
the skills we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 4)

• Words to Know: sentence 

clues You will say a sentence 
and have your child complete it 
with the correct vocabulary word.

• Spelling/Phonics: short vowels  Show the word list to your child. 
Give him or her one minute to spell as many words as he or she 
can. Then do it again! 

Comprehension: sequence (see page 5)

Your child will read a story about a girl’s special birthday celebration. 
Then he or she will order sentences to show the sequence of events in 
the story.

1Unit 1 • Week 1
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se centrará en las diferentes formas 
como las personas intentan obtener las cosas que necesitan. Hablaremos 
sobre las empresas en una 
comunidad, por ejemplo los 
bancos, y cómo estos pueden 
suplir las necesidades de las 
personas.

Aquí encontrará algunas 
actividades que usted puede 
realizar con su hijo o hija para 
ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas 
que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (ver página 4)

• Palabras para aprender: claves en las oraciones Usted dirá una 
oración y le pedirá a su hijo o hija que la complete con la palabra 
correcta del vocabulario.

• Ortografía/Fonética: vocales cortas Muestre la lista de palabras a su 
hijo o hija. Dele un minuto para deletrear tantas palabras como pueda. 
¡Luego háganlo nuevamente!

Comprensión: secuencia (ver página 5)

Su hijo o hija leerá un cuento sobre la celebración especial del 
cumpleaños de una niña. Luego él o ella ordenará las oraciones para 
mostrar la secuencia de los eventos en el cuento.

2  Unidad 1 • Semana 1
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral 
konsantre sou diferan jan moun 
konn eseye jwenn sa yo bezwen. 
Nou pral pale sou biznis nan yon 
kominote, tankou labank yo, epi sou 
jan yo konn sèvi bezwen moun yo.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, 
pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 4)

• Mo pou nou konnen: endis sou fraz Ou pral gen pou w di yon fraz, 
epi mande pitit ou a konplete fraz la avèk mo ki kòrèk nan vokabilè a.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: vwayèl kout – Montre pitit ou a lis mo yo. Bay pitit 
ou a yon minit pou eple plis mo li kapab. Epi fè menm bagay la ankò!

Konpreyansyon: sekans (gade nan paj 5)

Pitit ou a pral li yon istwa sou selebrasyon espesyal pou anivèsè nesans 
yon ti fi . Apre sa, li pral mete fraz yo nan lòd pou montre sekans aktivite 
nan istwa a.

3Inite 1 • Semenn 1

C
o

p
y

ri
g

h
t 

©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
il

l 
C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s,
 I

n
c.



Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s read the words below. Then I will read a sentence leaving out the 
correct vocabulary word. You say the sentence again and complete it 
with the correct word.

profi t loan afford risk

prosper wages scarce savings

Mark had very little . So he asked Jane to  
him money to buy a gift for his mom. He knew that Jane earned good 

 working after school. However, Jane thought it was too big 
of a . So Mark tried fi nding a part-time job, but jobs were 

. 

Mark decided to open a lemonade stand, but 
would it ? On the fi rst day, Mark’s 

 was twenty dollars. Now he can 
 the gift. 

Spelling Words

Let’s look at the word list together. Then we will see how many words you 
can spell in one minute. At the end of a minute, we’ll count the words you 
spelled correctly. Want to try again and see if you can break your record?

jut sense gush tough

nick damp scan laugh

tenth cot batch guess

shrug fl ing rough lead

stuff notch stump dove

Challenge: cinch  blond

Review: past  dock  plum

4  Unit 1 • Week 1
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The Perfect Day 
“Today is your birthday,” Elena’s mom said, “and we have 

planned the perfect day.” The perfect day began with chocolate 
chip pancakes—Elena’s favorite. But then there was an even 
bigger surprise. The family was going to a mystery location where 
Elena’s friends were waiting to celebrate her 9th birthday. Guess 
where her birthday was going to be? At the circus!

Elena sat right in the front row next to her best friends Pete 
and Stacey. She laughed at a bunch of crazy clowns who drove 
around in a yellow car that looked much too small for them. She 
got a little scared when the lion tamer came out. His two fi erce 
lions roared and jumped through a ring of fi re. But the best part 
was at the end when the ringmaster came out and said that today 
was a special day. Someone in the audience was having a 
birthday. Guess who? Elena felt a little shy when all the circus 
performers and everyone in the audience sang “Happy Birthday.” Then 
Elena and her friends ate the cupcakes that Elena’s mom had brought. 
She also got a big bag of peanuts—but she didn’t eat those. She fed 
them to the funny monkeys and even gave some to the elephants.

At the end of the day Elena was tired but happy. “Did you have a 
good birthday?” her dad asked. Elena gave him a hug. “It wasn’t just 
a good birthday,” she said. “It was the best birthday ever.”

Below are some sentences that tell about Elena’s perfect day. Number 
the sentences from 1 to 7 to show the correct sequence of events.

 Two lions roared and jumped through a fl aming hoop. 

 Jane ate chocolate chip pancakes for breakfast. 

 Jane gave her dad a hug. 

 Elena laughed at the silly clowns in their small car.

 Elena sat in the front row at the circus. 

 Everyone in the audience sang “Happy Birthday” to Elena. 

 The elephants ate some of Elena’s peanuts. 

Comprehension: Sequence

5Unit 1 • Week 1
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member: 
This week our class will be focusing 
on people who have achieved great 
things through trial and error. 
Learning from our mistakes isn’t 
always easy, but sometimes it can 
be an adventure!

Here are some activities you can 
do with your child to help reinforce 
the skills we’ll be practicing. 

Word Workout (see page 9)

• Words to Know: idioms  Have your child defi ne each word. Then 
help your child use each word in a story about how kids solved a 
problem using a new idea. 

• Spelling/Phonics: long vowels  Write words from the list on cards 
you create, both front and back. Choose a card, read the words, and 
have your child spell the words. Then switch roles until all the words 
are spelled.

 Comprehension: problem and solution (see page 10)

Your child will read sentences that tell about a solution for a problem. 
Then he or she will write a sentence to describe what problem was. 

6  Unit 1 • Week 2
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se 
centrará en las personas que han 
alcanzado grandes cosas mediante el 
método de prueba error. Aprender de 
nuestros errores no siempre es fácil, 
¡pero a veces puede ser una aventura!

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo o 
hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con palabras (ver página 9)

• Palabras para aprender: modismos Pídale a su hijo o hija que defi na 
cada palabra. Luego ayúdele a usar cada palabra en un cuento sobre 
cómo unos niños resolvieron un problema usando una idea nueva. 

• Ortografía/Fonética: vocales largas Escriba palabras de la lista en 
tarjetas que usted cree, tanto por el frente como por el reverso. Escoja 
una tarjeta, lea las palabras y pídale a su hijo o hija que las deletree. 
Luego cambien los papeles hasta que hayan deletreado todas las 
palabras.

Comprensión: problema y solución (ver página 10)

Su hijo o hija leerá oraciones que hablen sobre la solución a un problema. 
Luego él o ella escribirá una frase que describa cuál era el problema.

7Unidad 1 • Semana 2
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral 
gade kouman gen moun ki rive 
fè bèl bagay paske yo kontinye 
eseye apre yo komèt erè. Li pa 
toujou fasil pou nou aprann nan 
erè nou fè, men sa konn mennen 
nan bon jan avanti!

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit 
ou, pou ede ranfòse konesans li 
nan egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 9)

• Mo pou nou konnen: idyòm – Fè pitit ou a defi ni chak nan mo yo. 
Apre sa, ede pitit ou a sèvi avèk chak mo nan yon istwa ki rakonte 
kouman timoun sèvi ak yon nouvo lide pou rezoud yon pwoblèm.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: vwayèl long – Ekri mo ki nan yon lis sou kat ou 
kreye, ni sou devan, ni nan do kat yo. Chwazi yon kat, li mo yo, epi 
mande pitit ou a eple mo yo. Apre sa, chanje wòl avèk li jouktan tout 
mo yo fi n eple.

Konpreyansyon: pwoblèm ak solisyon (gade nan paj 10)

Pitit ou a pral li fraz ki pale sou solisyon yon pwoblèm. Apre sa, li pral 
ekri yon fraz pou eksplike kisa pwoblèm lan te ye.
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C
o

p
y

rig
h

t ©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s, In
c.



Word Workout

Words to Know

Tell me the meaning of each word on the list. Then, we will work together 
to make up a story about how a group of kids come up with a new idea to 
help them solve a problem. 

anxious assemble decipher distracted

navigate retrace accomplish options 

Spelling Words 

We will write the long vowel words on cards or paper. Let’s write one 
word from the list on the front and another word on the back. Then we 
will mix up the cards. I’ll choose one card and read one word. You spell 
it. Then I’ll read the word on the other side. You spell it. If you are 
correct, you keep the card and then choose another card for me to spell. 
We will do this until we spell all the words.

paste plead theme folks

bride greet type aim

shave heap oak prey

spice paid growth tow

greed coach yolk grind

Challenge: decay lifetime

Review: tenth  damp stuff

9Unit 1 • Week 2
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Comprehension: Problem and Solution

What’s the Problem?
Sometimes, understanding a solution to a problem can help you think 
about the problem. Read the solutions below and fi gure out what 
problem the kids were trying to solve. Write your answer in the space 
below each problem description.

If I cut each cupcake in half, everyone in the class 
will get half a cupcake, and half a cupcake is better 
than no cupcake.

What was the problem?

If we take turns everyone will get a chance to 
be the pitcher. You can go fi rst, then I’ll take 
your place in the next inning. That way 
everyone will have a good time.

What was the problem?

If I wash and you dry, we can do the dishes 
twice as fast. That way we can get done before 
it’s time to leave for the movie.

What was the problem?

Maybe we should invite Tommy to be part 
of our club and introduce him to some of 
our friends. We can ask him if he wants to 
play soccer with us at recess. 

What was the problem?

10  Unit 1 • Week 2
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing 
on our experiences with nature. We 
can experience nature almost 
anywhere, even in a big city. 

Here are some activities you can do 
with your child to help reinforce the 
skills we’ll be practicing. 

Word Workout (see page 14)

• Words to Know: homographs  In this activity, your child will defi ne 
words and use the words in sentences. You will help your child 
match other defi nitions to the starred words. 

• Spelling/Phonics: different sounds of u  You will spell a word, 
either correctly or intentionally incorrectly. If you use the wrong 
spelling, your child will say “Stop!” and spell the word correctly. 

Comprehension: cause and effect (see page 15)

Read two stories with your child. Have your child think and write about 
two possible effects after reading each story.

11Unit 1 • Week 3
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase 
se centrará en nuestras experiencias 
con la naturaleza. Podemos 
experimentar la naturaleza casi en 
cualquier parte, incluso en una gran 
ciudad.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo 
o hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicio con las palabras (ver página 14)

• Palabras para aprender: homógrafos En esta actividad, su hijo o hija 
defi nirá palabras y las usará en oraciones. Ayúdele a relacionar otras 
defi niciones con las palabras marcadas con asterisco.

• Ortografía/Fonética: los diferentes sonidos de la u Usted deletreará 
una palabra, de forma correcta o intencionalmente incorrecta. Si lo hace 
de forma incorrecta, su hijo dirá “¡Alto!” y deletreará la palabra de forma 
correcta.

Comprensión: causa y efecto (ver página. 15)

Lea dos historias con su hijo o hija. Pídale que piense y escriba sobre dos 
posibles efectos tras leer cada historia.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral 
pale sou eksperyans nou fè avèk 
lànati. Nou ka fè eksperyans avèk 
lànati tout kote, menm nan yon 
gran vil.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit 
ou, pou ede ranfòse konesans li 
nan egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 14)

• Mo pou nou konnen: omograf – Nan egzèsis sa a, pitit ou a pral 
defi ni mo yo, epi l ap sèvi avèk mo yo pou fè fraz. Ou pral ede pitit ou 
a jwenn defi nisyon ki koresponn avèk lòt mo ki make ak zetwal yo.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: diferan son lèt u – Ou pral eple yon mo, swa 
dapre òtograf kòrèk li, swa avèk yon erè ou fè ekspre. Si w eple mo a 
mal, pitit ou a gen pou l di w “Stop!” [Rete], epi bay òtograf kòrèk la.

Konpreyansyon: lakòz ak konsekans (gade nan paj 15)

Li 2 istwa avèk pitit ou a. Mande pitit ou a refl echi, epi ekri sou 2 
konsekans ki posib lè li fi n li chak istwa.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Some of these vocabulary words have more than one meaning. We’ll 
take turns making up sentences that use the words. When we get to a 
starred word, we’ll have to make up more than one sentence because 
these words can have more than one meaning. If we need to use the 
dictionary, we can.

sheer* debris* generations* spectacular 

emphasis indicated naturalist encounter*

Spelling Words

Listen carefully as I spell each word. I might spell it correctly or I might use 
the wrong spelling. If I spell a word incorrectly, say “Stop!” Then tell me 
how to spell the word correctly. We’ll see how many mistakes I make!

tuna duty lose few

doom  bamboo soothe crooks

hoof hooks booth handbook

prove mute amuse plume

hue view bruise union

Challenge: strewn  accuse

Review: theme  coach bride
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Comprehension: Cause and Effect

What Is the Effect?
Events in a story can often be organized by cause and effect. One event 
often causes another to happen. Read each story and think about what 
might happen next, or the effect one thing has one something else. Try 
to come up with two effects for each story.

 It had snowed heavily during the night, so Jessica was excited to 
go outside and sled. She was in such a hurry that she didn’t 
dress very warmly. She also didn’t fi nish her breakfast. Her 
friends convinced her to come with them to the park, even 
though it was a long walk from her house. What might  happen? 

Effect:

Effect:

Peter and his younger sister Sasha went camping with their parents. 
They decided to hike around the lake. They thought they might be 
able to see some deer. Storm clouds had begun to gather before they 
left. Peter and Sasha talked and picked wild fl owers as they hiked. 
What might happen?

Effect:

Effect:

Russell lived in an apartment in a big city. He had never been out of 
the city. He liked to study astronomy and to read about animals. His 
friend Jeanine invited him to drive into the country one weekend with 
her family. They were going to spend the night on a farm. They were 
also going to bring a telescope along. What might happen?

Effect:

Effect:
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on how technology leads to 
creative ideas. We will be discussing how scientifi c investigation and 
invention can lead to new tools, technologies, and products.

Here are some activities that you 
can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be 
practicing.

Word Workout (see page 19)

• Words to Know: Greek roots 

Your child will write a paragraph, 
using all the vocabulary words, 
about a girl who invents 
something.

• Spelling/Phonics: r-controlled vowels  You will read two spelling 
words, and your child will indicate whether the words have the same 
vowel sound. Then you will work together to identify the letters that 
stand for each vowel sound.

Comprehension: sequence (see page 20)

In this activity, you will help your child to remember events from the life 
of someone they know. Your child will then arrange these events into a 
biographical paragraph.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se 
centrará en cómo la tecnología lleva a 
ideas creativas. Comentaremos cómo la 
investigación científi ca y la invención 
pueden llevar a nuevas herramientas, 
tecnologías y productos.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades que 
usted puede realizar con su hijo o hija 
para ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas 
que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con laspalabras (ver página 19)

• Palabras para aprender: raíces griegas Su hijo o hija escribirá un 
párrafo usando todas las palabras del vocabulario sobre una niña que 
se inventa algo.

• Ortografía/Fonética: vocales seguidas de r Usted leerá dos palabras 
para deletrear, y su hijo o hija le indicará si estas tienen vocales que 
suenan igual. Luego trabajarán juntos para identifi car las letras que 
representan cada sonido vocálico.

Comprensión: secuencia (ver página 20)

En esta actividad, usted ayudará a su hijo o hija a recordar eventos de la 
vida de alguien que conoce. Luego su hijo o hija organizará estos eventos 
en un párrafo biográfi co.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral gade 
kouman teknoloji konn mennen nan 
nouvo lide. Nou pral pale sou jan ankèt 
syantifi k ak envansyon konn pèmèt 
envante nouvo zouti, ak nouvo 
teknoloji, ak nouvo pwodui.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, 
pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 19)

• Mo pou nou konnen: Rasin grèk Pitit ou a pral gen pou l ekri yon 
paragraf avèk tout mo ki nan vokabilè a, sou yon ti fi  ki envante yon 
bagay.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: vwayèl lèt r kontwole – Ou pral li 2 nan mo pou 
eple yo, epi pitit ou a pral di si mo yo gen menm son vwayèl la ladan 
yo. Apre sa, nou pral gade ansanm lèt ki reprezante chak son vwayèl 
yo.

Konpreyansyon: sekans (gade nan paj 20)

Nan egzèsis sa a, ou pral ede pitit ou a sonje sa ki pase nan lavi yon 
moun li konnen. Timoun ou va ranje evenman sa yo nan yon paragraf 
biyografi k.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s read the words aloud. Then you write a paragraph about a girl who 
sees a need for something in her school and invents something to fi ll 
that need. Use all the vocabulary words in your paragraph. 

enthusiastically patents devices captivated

passionate claimed breakthrough envisioned

 

Spelling Words

The letter r changes the sound of the vowel it follows. I am going to read 
aloud two spelling words, such as swore and scorn. If they have the 
same vowel sound, say, “ Yes.” If they do not, say, “No.” Then, let’s look 
at the words and identify the letters that stand for the vowel sound in 
each word. 

heart swear aboard squares

swore chart scorn starch

source fare barge thorn

marsh force harsh scarce

coarse fl are course sword

Challenge: uproar  gorge

Review: soothe  prove hoof
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Comprehension: Sequence

In the Spotlight!

Let’s pick someone in our family and write about some important events in 
his or her life. We’ll try to think about how that person may have changed 
over time. Who should we choose? Can you think of at least four events 
from his or her life? Let’s write them here.

Person: 

Events:

Now let’s put the events we’ve written down in correct sequence by 
writing a short biography of the person. Maybe when we’re done, we can 
share the paragraph we’ve written with that person, or with other 
members of our family. 
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week we will be focusing on the 
benefi ts and drawbacks—the positive 
and negative aspects—of new 
technology. We will be exploring our 
ideas about technology and how we 
can support our opinions with facts 
and observations.

Here are some activities that you can 
do with your child to help reinforce 
the skills we’ll be practicing.

 Word Workout (see page 24)

• Words to Know: prefi xes  Help your child choose a vocabulary 
word around which he or she can build a story. Then he or she 
makes up sentences using the rest of the words.

• Spelling/Phonics: r-controlled vowels  Have your child name the 
words that have the same vowel sound as the word you say aloud. 
Then help your child identify the letters that stand for the vowel 
sound in each word.

Comprehension: author’s point of view (see page 25)

Your child will read two passages and then determine the author’s 
point of view. Have your child explain his or her answer.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se 
centrará en los benefi cios y desventajas 
(los aspectos positivos y negativos) de la 
nueva tecnología. Exploraremos nuestras 
ideas sobre tecnología y cómo podemos 
sustentar nuestras opiniones con hechos 
y observaciones.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades que 
usted puede realizar con su hijo o hija 
para ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas que 
estaremos practicando.

Ejercicio con las palabras (ver página 24)

• Palabras para aprender: prefi jos Ayude a su hijo o hija a elegir una 
palabra del vocabulario alrededor de la cuál él o ella pueda construir un 
relato. Luego él o ella hará oraciones usando el resto de las palabras.

• Ortografía/Fonética: vocales seguidas de r Pida a su hijo o hija que 
diga las palabras que tienen el mismo sonido vocálico que la palabra 
que usted dijo en voz alta. Luego ayúdele a identifi car las letras que 
representan el sonido vocálico en cada palabra.

Comprensión: punto de vista del autor (ver página 25)

Su hijo o hija leerá dos fragmentos y luego determinará el punto de vista 
del autor. Luego explicará su respuesta.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, nou pral pale sou avantaj 
ak dezavantaj – sa ki pozitif ak sa ki 
negatif – nan nouvo teknoloji yo. Nou 
pral analize lide nou fè sou teknoloji, epi 
n ap gade kouman nou kapab jwenn 
enfòmasyon ak obsèvasyon pou sipòte 
opinyon nou yo.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou 
ede ranfòse konesans li nan egzèsis 
nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 24)

• Mo pou nou konnen: prefi ks – Ede pitit ou a chwazi yon mo nan 
vokabilè a ki ka pèmèt li konpoze yon istwa. Apre sa, li pral genyen 
pou l fè fraz avèk lòt mo ki rete yo.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: vwayèl lèt r kontwole – Mande pitit ou a di ki mo 
ki genyen menm son vwayèl avèk mo ou di a. Apre sa, ede pitit ou a 
gade ki lèt ki reprezante son vwayèl ki nan chak mo.

Konpreyansyon: kisa otè a vle di (gade nan paj 25)

Pitit ou a pral li 2 pasaj, pou dekouvri kisa otè a vle di. Li pral gen pou l 
eksplike repons li bay la.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s choose one word from the list that we can use as the base for a 
story. Then we will make up the story using all of the other words. As you 
tell your story, I will write the sentences. Then you will circle the 
vocabulary words to make sure we used them all.

access advance cite reasoning

drawbacks data analysis counterpoint

Spelling Words

The letter r changes the sound of the vowel it follows, as in her, dear, 
curb, and girl. I will say a word and you name all the spelling words on 
the list that have the same vowel sound. Then we will review the spelling 
words and identify the letters that stand for the vowel sound. 

word lurk blurt midterm

nerve  work thirst return

squirt stern spur squirm

verse spurts learning swerve

surf  lurch shirt yearns

Challenge: merging rehearse

Review: aboard barge scarce
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View

Guess My Viewpoint
Let’s read each passage and think about how the author feels about the 
subject. Then answer the question after the passages. 

My cat Biffy loves getting the better of my 
dog, Chuck. Her favorite game is to wait 
until his back is turned and then steal his 
favorite toy—a squeaky bone. When he 
sees her, he tries to catch her, but she is 
much too fast for him. As soon as she is out 
of his reach, she takes the toy in her mouth 
and makes it squeak. You can imagine how 
that makes Chuck react! My neighbor, Mrs. Williams, always says dogs 
are even smarter than people. She doesn’t like cats. “What can a cat do 
that a dog can’t?” she says. I don’t want to argue with her, so I don’t say 
anything. But I think about Biffy and Chuck, and I smile. 

How does the author feel about cats?

You may think recycling isn’t worth the 
trouble. Why bother separating out paper 
and cans when you throw your garbage 
away? But here are some amazing facts 
that may make you think differently. For 
example, did you know that to produce 
each Sunday’s newspapers across the 
U.S., we must cut down 500,000 trees? Do 
you know how many aluminum soda cans we use every year? The answer 
is 80 billion! If we don’t recycle, we might run out of trees or aluminum, but 
with recycling, we can use the same resources over and over again. 
Recycling works, and it is efficient. When I did some research, I learned 
that recycling a single issue of The New York Times Sunday paper can 
save 75,000 trees. I also discovered that if a used aluminum can is 
recycled, it will back on the grocery shelf as a new can in as little as 60 
days. These are just a couple of reasons why it makes sense to recycle. 

What does the author think about recycling?
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on how people fi nd solutions to 
problems. We will be discussing how compromises helped to resolve 
differences in the early days of this country’s history.

Here are some activities that you 
can do with your child to reinforce 
the skills we’ll be practicing.

 Word Workout (see page 29)

• Words to Know: defi nitions

and restatements  In this 
activity, you and your child will 
play question and answer using 
the same list word in both a 
question and an answer.

• Spelling/Phonics: variant vowel  o  You and your child will read 
and spell words that have different sounds made by the vowel o, 
and words with the same sounds but spelled with the letters aw or 
au. Some of these sounds are made when the o is combined with 
other letters, as in oi, oy, ou, ow, and ough.

 Comprehension: problem and solution (see page 30)

You and your child will look at pictures that represent solutions to 
possible problems. After discussing the problem, your child will write 
two or three sentences describing the problem and the solution.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se 
centrará en cómo las personas 
encuentran soluciones a los 
problemas. Comentaremos cómo los 
compromisos ayudaron a resolver las 
diferencias en los primeros días de la 
historia de este país.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo o 
hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (ver página 29)

• Palabras para aprender: defi niciones y reafi rmaciones En esta 
actividad, usted y su hijo o hija jugarán pregunta y respuesta usando la 
misma lista de palabras tanto en la pregunta como en la respuesta.

• Ortografía/Fonética: vocal o variable Usted y su hijo o hija leerán y 
deletrearán palabras que tienen diferentes sonidos producidos por la 
vocal o, y palabras con los mismos sonidos pero escritas con las letras 
aw o au. Algunos de estos sonidos se producen cuando la o se combina 
con otras letras, como en oi, oy, ou, ow y ough.

Comprensión: problema y solución (ver página 30)

Usted y su hijo o hija mirarán fotografías que representen soluciones a 
posibles problemas. Después de comentar el problema, él o ella escribirá 
dos o tres oraciones que describan el problema y la solución.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral gade ki jan 
moun rive jwenn solisyon pou pwoblèm yo. 
Nou pral pale sou jan konpwomi te ede 
rezoud diferans pandan premye jou nan 
listwa peyi sa a.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou 
ede ranfòse konesans li nan egzèsis nou 
pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 29)

• Mo pou nou konnen: defi nisyon ak 

nouvo eksplikasyon – Nan egzèsis sa a, oumenm ak pitit ou a pral 
fè yon jwèt kesyon ak repons, avèk menm lis mo a pou ni kesyon ni 
repons yo.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: vwayèl varyab o – Oumenm ak pitit ou a pral li ak 
eple mo ki gen diferan son ki ekri avèk vwayèl o, ak mo ki gen menm 
son an men ki ekri avèk lèt aw oswa au. Genyen nan son sa yo ki fèt 
avèk o ki ansanm ak youn oswa plizyè lòt lèt, tankou nan oi, oy, ou, 
ow, ak ough.

Konpreyansyon: pwoblèm ak solisyon (gade nan paj 30)

Oumenm ak pitit ou a pral gade pòtre ki reprezante solisyon pou kèk 
pwoblèm ki posib. Lè nou fi n pale sou pwoblèm lan, pitit ou a pral ekri 2 
oswa 3 fraz pou dekri pwoblèm lan ak solisyon an.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s play a game of question and answer. You’ll choose a list word and 
use it to ask me a question. To answer your question, I will make up a 
sentence that uses your list word and also includes another list word. 
Then you’ll follow with another question. Your question has to use the list 
word I added, plus a new list word. We’ll keep going until we’ve used all 
the words.

convention committees proposal

situation  representatives debate

union resolve

Spelling Words

Let’s make a chart of all the list words sorted by the 
way they are spelled. For example, the words that 
contain the letters oi will be in one group and the 
words that have the letters au will be in another 
group. Then we’ll take turns reading and spelling 
the words in each group out loud. When you hear 
words in one group that sound like the words in a 
different group, draw a line between the groups.

joint dawdle fountain cautious

foul mouthful sprawls turmoil

coil counter douse scrawny

hoist brought clause foundation

stout bawl sprouts turquoise

Challenge: buoyant  renown

Review: work thirst  squirm 
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Name That Problem!
When things are working smoothly, we can easily forget that there was 
ever a problem. That’s because the problem was solved. Each picture 
below shows a solution to a problem. Describe each picture in detail. 
Next to each picture, write a short description of the problem and how 
the picture illustrates its solution. 

Comprehension: Problem and Solution
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will focus on the different ways people can fi nd 
needed information. We will also be exploring stories and riddles that 
ask us to seek answers.

Here are some activities that
you can do with your child to
help reinforce the skills we’ll
be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 34)

• Words to Know: simile and 

metaphor  In this activity, you 
and your child will write a short 
story. You will take turns forming 
sentences that use the words, 
adding one sentence at a time to build the story.

• Spelling/Phonics: plurals  You will use the word list and say the 
singular form of each word. Your child will make up a sentence 
using the plural form of the word and then spell the plural form.

 Comprehension: compare and contrast (see page 35)

In this exercise, your child will compare and contrast similar activities, 
noting the specifi c traits that are alike and those that are different.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra 
clase se centrará en las diferentes 
formas como las personas 
pueden encontrar la información 
que necesitan. También 
exploraremos cuentos y 
adivinanzas que nos piden que 
busquemos respuestas.

Aquí encontrará algunas 
actividades que usted puede 
realizar con su hijo o hija para 
ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas 
que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (ver página 34)

• Palabras para aprender: símil y metáfora En esta actividad, usted y 
su hijo o hija escribirán un cuento corto. Por turnos formarán oraciones 
que usan las palabras, agregando una oración a la vez para construir la 
historia.

• Ortografía/Fonética: plurales Usted usará la lista de palabras y dirá la 
forma singular de cada palabra. Su hijo o hija formará una oración con 
la forma plural de la palabra, y luego la deletreará.

Comprensión: comparar y contrastar (ver página 35)

En este ejercicio, su hijo o hija comparará y contrastará actividades 
similares, anotando las características específi cas que son similares y las 
que son diferentes.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral 
gade diferan jan moun ka 
jwenn enfòmasyon yo bezwen. 
Nou pral travay tou sou istwa 
ak devinèt ki mande nou 
chèche repons.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak 
pitit ou, pou ede ranfòse 
konesans li nan egzèsis nou 
pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 34)

• Mo pou nou konnen: simile ak metafò – Nan egzèsis sa a, oumenm 
ak pitit ou a pral ekri yon istwa kout. Youn apre lòt, nou toude pral 
konpoze fraz avèk mo yo, epi n ap mete yon fraz apre lòt pou konpoze 
yon istwa.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: pliryèl – Nan lis mo a, ou pral di fòm sengilye pou 
chak mo. Pitit ou a pral konpoze yon fraz avèk fòm pliryèl mo a, epi l 
ap eple fòm pliryèl la.

Konpreyansyon: konpare ak kontraste (gade nan paj 35)

Nan egzèsis sa a, pitit ou a pral konpare ak kontraste plizyè aktivite, epi 
li pral note sa ki menm jan ak sa ki diferan nan karakteristik yo.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s use the list words to make up a short story. I’ll start with a sentence 
that uses one of the words, and I’ll write the sentence on a piece of 
paper. Then you continue the story using at least one more of the list 
words. You’ll write your sentence after mine. We’ll continue until we have 
completed the story and used all of the words.

consults unsure expectations 

presence consideration reveal

circumstances destiny

Spelling Words

I’m going to tell you the singular form of each list word. You will use the 
plural form of the word in a sentence. Then you will spell the list word.

rattlers rodeos difficulties losses

fangs taxes batches possibilities

countries reptiles abilities notches

liberties surroundings lashes zeroes

potatoes beliefs identities eddies

Challenge: mangoes sinews

Review: brought counter coil
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Comprehension: Compare and Contrast Events

Same and Different
Let’s look at each set of pictures. Write what is unique about the events in 
the pictures on the lines below the pictures. Then list the things that are 
the same in both pictures under Same.

Playing Same

 

Riding Same

Dancing Same
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will focus on things that we can observe in nature. 
We will be discussing how we investigate the questions we have about 
our observations, including the methods and tools we might use. 

Here are some activities that you 
can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be 
practicing. 

Word Workout (see page 39)

• Words to Know: Greek and 

Latin suffixes  You and your 
child will create a story about 
what happens in autumn. You will 
take turns making sentences that 
use the list words to build the story.

• Spelling/Phonics: infl ectional endings  You and your child will 
make a two-column chart of the list words. You will say the word, 
and your child will write it in the appropriate column and then spell 
the word. 

Comprehension: sequence (see page 40)

You and your child will read a short story. Then your child will read a 
list of the events leading up to the story. Your child will number the 
events to arrange them in the sequence that makes sense.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra 
clase se centrará en las cosas 
que podemos observar en la 
naturaleza. Comentaremos 
cómo investigamos las 
preguntas que tenemos sobre 
nuestras observaciones, 
incluidos los métodos y 
herramientas que podemos 
utilizar.

Aquí encontrará algunas 
actividades que usted puede realizar con su hijo o hija para ayudarle a 
reforzar las destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (ver página 39)

• Palabras para aprender: sufi jos griegos y latinos Usted y su hijo o 
hija crearán un relato sobre lo que sucede en el otoño. Por turnos 
formarán oraciones que usen la lista de palabras para construir la 
historia.

• Ortografía/Fonética: desinencias Usted y su hijo o hija harán una 
tabla de dos columnas con las palabras de la lista. Usted dirá la palabra, 
y su hijo o hija la escribirá en la columna apropiada. Luego, la 
deletreará.

Comprensión: secuencia (ver página 40)

Usted y su hijo o hija leerán un cuento corto. Él o ella leerá una lista de los 
eventos que conducen al cuento. Luego, enumerará los eventos para 
organizarlos en la secuencia que tiene sentido.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral 
pale sou bagay nou ka obsève 
nan lànati. Nou pral gade 
kouman nou ka fè rechèch pou 
kesyon nou genyen sou sa n 
ap obsève, tankou metòd ak 
zouti ki kapab sèvi nou.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak 
pitit ou, pou ede ranfòse 
konesans li nan egzèsis nou 
pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 39)

• Mo pou nou konnen: sifi ks grèk ak laten – Oumenm ak pitit ou a 
pral konpoze yon istwa sou sa ki konn rive pandan sezon otòn lan. 
Youn apre lòt, nou toude pral fè fraz avèk mo ki nan lis la, pou 
konpoze istwa a.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: fen enfl eksyonnèl – Ou pral fè yon tablo ki gen 2 
kolòn avèk pitit ou a, pou mete mo ki nan lis la. Pandan w ap di mo yo, 
pitit ou a ap ekri yo nan kolòn apwopriye a, epi l ap eple chak mo.

Konpreyansyon: sekans (gade nan paj 40)

Oumenm ak pitit ou a pral li yon istwa kout. Apre sa, pitit ou a pral li yon 
lis aktivite ki mennen nan istwa a. Pitit ou a pral bay aktivite yo nimewo, 
pou mete yo nan yon sekans ki gen sans.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s begin with the fi rst word on the list, transformed. We’ll start a story 
about what happens when the weather changes in autumn. We’ll use 
each list word in a sentence, going in order as we string words together 
to make the story. 

transformed  migrate observation

disappearance  fl urry theory

energetic  behaviors

Spelling Words

Let’s make a chart of the list words. We’ll 
divide the words into two groups and make 
two columns: one for the list words that 
have -ing endings, and one for the words 
that have -ed endings. As I say the word, 
you write it in the proper column of the 
chart and then spell the word. 

jogging dripping skimmed accepted

amusing easing regretted forbidding

referred injured deserved applied

relied renewing complicated qualifi ed

threatening gnarled envied fascinated

Challenge: adoring diaries

Review: difficulties notches rodeos
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Comprehension: Sequence

What Comes Next?
Abigail wants to be a biologist, so she likes to watch what happens in 
nature and take notes. Abigail started observing things in her backyard 
in early spring and continued until the end of 
autumn. Unfortunately, on her way home 
from school today, she dropped her note 
cards and they got all mixed up. She wants 
to write a report for school, and she needs to 
fi gure out the right order.

Below are Abigail’s note cards. Help Abigail 
put her notes in order by numbering the sentences from 1 to 10. Then 
we can read about her observations together.

 Now the apple tree has started to form blossoms. A black and 
brown wooly bear caterpillar is crawling on one of the branches. I think 
this is the kind of caterpillar that will one day turn into a Monarch butterfl y. 

 Small apples have begun to form on the old tree. The cocoon still 
looks safe and snug under the branch.

 The snow has fi nally melted, and the brown grass is showing 
through.

 I race home from school, and arrive just in time to see a beautiful 
Monarch butterfl y emerge from the cocoon. The apples are getting bigger.

 While I am planting some seeds, I notice that the old apple tree 
has formed new leaves.

 The grass is really green now. It won’t be long before we have to 
start mowing.

 The leaves are just starting to turn yellow. Soon they will fall.

 A cocoon has formed beneath a branch in the apple tree. The 
leaves around it look like they’ve been chewed on.

 The apples from the tree have ripened nicely. We picked almost a 
bushel for my mother to use to make applesauce.

 The fi rst robin of the year is hopping on the grass, looking for 
worms. The grass has just started to turn green.

 Answers: 5, 7, 1, 8, 4, 3, 10, 6, 9, 2
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be talking about making a plan to achieve a 
goal. We’ll also be learning about the steps involved in making plans 
and how taking these steps help us accomplish various tasks.

Here are some activities you can do 
with your child to help reinforce the 
skills we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 44)

• Words to Know: personifi cation 
You will form a sentence for each 
list word and say the sentence, 
omitting the list word. Your child will 
then fi ll in sentence with the right word.

• Spelling/Phonics: contractions  You will make up a sentence that 
uses the two words in one of the contractions on the list. Your child 
will repeat the sentence using the contraction, and then he or she 
will spell and write the contraction.

Comprehension: theme (see page 45)

Your child will look at the title and cover of a book and then read from 
the table of contents. From this information, your child will determine a 
theme of the book and write a brief description of the theme.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase 
hablará sobre hacer un plan para lograr 
una meta. También aprenderemos sobre 
los pasos necesarios para hacer planes y 
cómo dar estos pasos nos ayuda a lograr 
varias tareas.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades que 
usted puede realizar con su hijo o hija 
para ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas 
que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (ver página 44)

• Palabras para aprender: personifi cación Usted formará una oración 
con cada palabra de la lista y dirá la oración, omitiendo la palabra de la 
lista. Luego su hijo o hija completará la oración con la palabra correcta.

• Ortografía/Fonética: contracciones Usted formará una oración que 
use las dos palabras en una de las contracciones de la lista. Su hijo o 
hija repetirá la oración usando la contracción, y luego deletreará y 
escribirá la contracción.

Comprensión: tema (ver página 45)

Su hijo o hija mirará el título y la portada de un libro y luego leerá la tabla 
de contenido. A partir de esta información, determinará un tema del libro y 
escribirá una breve descripción de este.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral pale 
sou jan pou fè yon plan pou rive nan 
yon objektif. Nou pral aprann tou etap 
ki genyen nan fè yon plan, epi 
kouman etap sa yo ka ede nou fè 
plizyè kalite travay.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, 
pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 44)

• Mo pou nou konnen: pèsonnifi kasyon Ou pral fè yon fraz pou chak 
mo nan lis la, epi ou pral li fraz la san ou pa di mo a. Lè sa a, pitit ou a 
pral mete mo kòrèk la nan fraz la.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: kontraksyon – Ou pral konpoze yon fraz ki sèvi 
avèk 2 mo pou youn nan kontraksyon ki nan lis la. Pitit ou a pral repete 
fraz la avèk kontraksyon an, epi li pral eple ak ekri kontraksyon an.

Konpreyansyon: tèm (gade nan paj 45)

Pitit ou a pral gade tit ak kouvèti yon liv, epi l ap li nan tabdèmatyè a. 
Avèk enfòmasyon sa yo, pitit ou a pral di kisa tèm liv lan ye, epi l ap ekri 
yon deskripsyon kout sou tèm lan.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

I’m going to make up a sentence for each of the list words, but I’ll leave 
out the word. You’ll listen to the sentence and tell me which word can be 
used to complete it. Then you’ll repeat the sentence. We’ll do this until all 
the words have been used. 

gratitude emerging guidance

previous detected outcome

pursuit assuring

Spelling Words

I’ll give you a sentence that uses the two words of a contraction on the 
list. You will repeat the sentence using the contraction instead of the two 
words. Then you’ll spell and write the contraction.

you’ve she’d that’s what’s

doesn’t there’s you’re wasn’t

we’ll we’ve we’re couldn’t

I’ve didn’t they’re shouldn’t

wouldn’t he’d don’t isn’t

Challenge: won’t  aren’t

Review: dripping applied diaries
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Comprehension: Theme

What’s the Theme?
Look at the covers of these books and read the titles. Then read the 
chapter titles to get a better idea of what the book is about. On the line 
below the book, write what you think is the theme of the book.  

Chapter 1: My Diet

Chapter 2: The Marathons

Chapter 3: All That Exercise!

Chapter 4: Altitude Practice

Theme: 

Chapter 1: Old Habits

Chapter 2: Start with Simple Recipes

Chapter 3: Keep It Healthy

Chapter 4: You Won’t Be Hungry

Theme: 

Chapter 1: Jamming with Friends

Chapter 2: Some Bad Times

Chapter 3: We Start Over

Chapter 4: More Practice Pays Off

Theme: 
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Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be discussing ways to accomplish a goal. 
Students will be reading varied stories about overcoming obstacles to 
succeed in reaching a goal. 

Here are some activities you can 
do with your child to help reinforce 
the skills we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 49)

• Words to Know: homographs 

In this activity, you and your child 
will use the vocabulary words to 
tell a story.

• Spelling/Phonics: closed  syllables  You and your child will divide 
each list word into syllables by drawing a line between the letters to 
show the syllables. Then your child will hunt for the syllables that 
have only one vowel and end with one or more consonants.

Comprehension: theme (see page 50)

You child will read two short stories and determine the theme. Then he 
or she will write the theme in the space under the story.

Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra 
clase comentará las maneras 
de alcanzar una meta. Los 
estudiantes leerán relatos 
variados sobre cómo superar 
obstáculos para poder 
alcanzar una meta.

Aquí encontrará algunas 
actividades que usted puede 
realizar con su hijo o hija para 
ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (ver página 49)

• Palabras para aprender: homógrafos En esta actividad, usted y su 
hijo o hija usarán las palabras del vocabulario para contar un cuento.

• Ortografía/Fonética: sílabas cerradas Usted y su hijo o hija dividirán 
cada lista de palabras en sílabas trazando una línea entre las letras para 
mostrar las sílabas. Luego él o ella buscará las sílabas que solo tienen 
una vocal y terminan con una o más consonantes.

Comprensión: tema (ver página 50)

Su hijo o hija leerá dos relatos cortos y determinará el tema. Luego 
escribirá el tema en el espacio que está a continuación del relato.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an 
pral pale sou jan nou ka 
reyalize yon objektif. Elèv 
yo pral li plizyè istwa sou 
jan moun konn rezoud 
obstak, pou yo rive reyalize 
yon objektif.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak 
pitit ou, pou ede ranfòse 
konesans li nan egzèsis 
nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 49)

• Mo pou nou konnen: omograf Nan egzèsis sa a, oumenm ak pitit 
ou a pral sèvi avèk mo ki nan vokabilè a pou rakonte yon istwa.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: silab ki fèmen – Oumenm ak pitit ou a pral divize 
mo nan lis la an silab; pou fè sa, n ap trase yon liy ant lèt yo pou 
separe silab yo. Apre sa, pitit ou a pral chèche silab ki gen yon sèl 
vwayèl, epi ki fi ni avèk youn oswa plizyè konsòn.

Konpreyansyon: tèm (gade nan paj 50)

Pitit ou a pral li 2 istwa kout, epi l ap di kisa tèm lan ye. Apre sa, li pral 
ekri tèm lan nan yon espas ki anba istwa a.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s make up two stories about being in a play. For both stories, we’ll 
include the words on the list. You can make up the fi rst story, but your 
story should have a sad ending. Then I’ll make up a story, and my story 
will have a happy ending. Then let’s try to put the two stories together to 
make one longer story with a happy ending.

memorized ambitious 

shuddered satisfaction 

Spelling Words

I will make a list of the words, and we’ll draw 
a line between the letters that will divide the 
word into syllables. Then you will look at the 
syllables and circle the ones that have only 
one vowel and end in one or more consonants. For example, the word 
str | etch has one vowel in the second syllable and ends with three 
consonants. These syllables can be at the beginning or the end of the 
word. When we’re fi nished, I’ll say each word slowly and you’ll spell it
for me.

dentist mustang culture valley

jogger absent goggles fragment

fi fteen hollow summon gallop

fl atter empire excite vulture

submit blizzard kennel pigment

Challenge: clammy hammock

Review: won’t shouldn’t we’re
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Comprehension: Theme 

Tell Me the Theme Again?
Sasha and Tim are friends. They are planning a special party for 
Sasha’s brother, who has been overseas for a year. Sasha is going to 
decorate her house with lots of balloons and signs. Tim is going to ask 
his friends who are in a band to play for the party. Sasha and Tim are 
making a list of the songs they want 
the band to play. They are also 
making a list of the food they will 
serve. They have sent out invitations 
and most of the people are able 
to come.

Write a sign for the party that would 
express the theme of the party. 

Sally loves pets. In fact, she takes care of her neighbors’ cat, Jimbo, 
when they go on vacation. She likes to keep the cat company and play 
with him. She throws a small ball, and Jimbo never seems to get tired of 
chasing it. One time, Sally thought something terrible must have 
happened to Jimbo. When she came in the house that day, Jimbo didn’t 
come running to greet her. She called his name, 
but he still didn’t appear. She looked all over the 
house. Finally, she found him curled up asleep in 
a closet. As Sally bent over to pet the cat, he just 
started to purr. When she got up, he followed her 
into the kitchen to get his food. Sally really likes 
taking care of Jimbo. 

Write a title for this story that expresses the theme.
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week we will be focusing on 
how we can learn from different 
cultures. We will also explore the 
differences among cultures and how 
they interact in the United States. 

Here are some activities that you 
can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 54)

• Words to Know: cause and effect  In this activity, you and your 
child will use the list words to make up a story about how one event 
set off a chain of other events. 

• Spelling/Phonics: open syllables  You will call out the words, and 
your child will write as many as possible in two minutes. Then you 
will check for errors. You will continue with the list for another two 
minutes, adding any words that your child misspelled.

Comprehension: theme (see page 55)

Help your child think about the themes of holidays and how those 
themes might be refl ected in party decorations.

51Unit 3 • Week 1

C
o

p
y

ri
g

h
t 

©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
il

l 
C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s,
 I

n
c.



 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase 
se centrará en cómo podemos 
aprender de diversas culturas. 
También exploraremos las 
diferencias entre culturas y cómo 
interactúan en Estados Unidos.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo 
o hija para ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 54)

• Palabras para aprender: causa y efecto En esta actividad usted y su 
hijo o hija usarán las palabras de la lista para elaborar un relato acerca 
de cómo un suceso desencadena una serie de eventos.

• Ortografía/Fonética: sílabas abiertas Usted dirá las palabras y su hijo 
o hija escribirá tantas como pueda en dos minutos. Luego, usted las 
corregirá. Continúe con la lista durante dos minutos, y agregue las 
palabras que su hijo o hija haya escrito incorrectamente.

Comprensión: tema (ver página 55)

Ayude a su hijo o hija a pensar en los temas de los días feriados, y en 
cómo se refl ejan en las decoraciones de las celebraciones.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, nou pral gade kouman 
nou ka aprann nan diferan lòt kilti. 
Nou pral gade tou diferans ki genyen 
ant kilti yo, epi kouman youn aji ak 
lòt nan Etazini.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, 
pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 54)

• Mo pou nou konnen: lakòz ak konsekans Nan egzèsis sa a, 
oumenm ak pitit ou a pral sèvi avèk mo ki nan lis la pou konpoze yon 
istwa sou yon seri evennman nan pami plizyè lòt evennman.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: silab louvri Ou pral di mo yo, epi pitit ou a pral 
ekri tout kantite mo li kapab nan 2 minit. Apre sa, ou pral gade si gen 
erè. W ap kontinye avèk lis la pandan 2 minit ankò, epi w ap retounen 
sou nenpòt mo pitit ou a te ekri mal.

Konpreyansyon: tèm (gade nan paj 55)

Ede pitit ou a refl echi sou tèm sezon fèt la, epi sou jan tèm sa yo ka 
parèt nan dekorasyon pou fèt y ap òganize.
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Words to Know

Let’s use the list words to make up a story about the picture below. It can 
even be silly! I’ll start by using one of the words in a sentence. Then you 
choose another word to use in a sentence that continues the story.

misunderstanding complimenting critical appreciation

contradicted congratulate blurted cultural

Spelling Words

Let’s see how many of the list words you can spell correctly in two 
minutes. I’ll call out a word and you write it. I’ll time you. At the end of 
two minutes, we’ll check your performance and make corrections. Then 
I’ll continue with the list and add any words you misspelled for the next 
two minutes. We’ll see how long it takes to get all of them right. 

minus student vacant linen

loser equal punish legal

humor profi le cavern panic

closet local shiver smoky

recent comet decent tyrant

Challenge: fatigue  fugitive

Review: valley  fi fteen culture

Word Workout
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Comprehension: Theme

Planning a Party
Let’s read the poem below about Valentine’s Day. Then let’s plan a party 
based on the poem. How can we use the theme of the poem to 
decorate? What kind of food will we 
serve? What else could we do to use 
the theme? Write a paragraph to 
describe the party.  

Vegetable Valentine 

You may not “carrot” all for me
The way I care for you.
But if your heart should “beet” with mine
Forever “lettuce” hope
There is no reason in the world 
Why we two “cantalope.”
—Anonymous

55Unit 3 • Week 1

C
o

p
y

ri
g

h
t 

©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
il

l 
C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s,
 I

n
c.



Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will discuss 
the useful things we can learn 
from nature. We will focus on 
how living things, including 
human beings, depend on other 
living things. 

Here are some activities that you 
can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 59)

• Words to Know: comparison  You will use the list words to make 
up questions. Your child will try to answer the question using 
another list word. Continue until all the words have been used.

• Spelling/Phonics: open syllables  You will call out a list word, and 
your child will write the word and say it. Then your child will 
underline the letters that stand for the vowel sound in each word.

 Comprehension: theme (see page 60)

You will work together to think of a story. Then help your child write 
some sentences about its theme and other details.

56  Unit 3 • Week 2

C
o

p
y

rig
h

t ©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s, In
c.



 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana 
nuestra clase analizará las 
cosas útiles que podemos 
aprender de la naturaleza. 
Haremos énfasis en cómo 
los seres vivos, entre ellos 
las personas, dependen de 
otros seres vivos.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades que usted puede realizar con su hijo 
o hija para ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 59)

• Palabras para aprender: comparación Usted usará la lista de 
palabras para elaborar preguntas. Su hijo o hija tratará de responderlas 
usando otra lista. Continúe hasta que hayan usado todas las palabras.

• Ortografía/Fonética: sílabas abiertas Usted dirá una palabra de la 
lista, y su hijo o hija la escribirá y la pronunciará. Luego, él o ella 
subrayará las letras que representan el sonido vocálico en cada palabra.

Comprensión: tema (Véase la página 60)

Ustedes pensarán en un relato. Luego, ayude a su hijo o hija a escribir 
algunas oraciones acerca del tema del relato y otros detalles. 
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral 
pale sou bagay itil nou ka 
aprann nan lànati. Nou pral gade 
kouman bagay ki gen lavi, sa ki 
vle di moun tou, depann youn 
sou lòt.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit 
ou, pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 59)

• Mo pou nou konnen: konparezon Ou pral sèvi avèk mo nan lis la 
pou konpoze kesyon. Pitit ou a a pral eseye reponn kesyon an avèk 
mo ki nan yon lòt lis. Kontinye jouktan nou fi n sèvi avèk tout mo ki nan 
lis la.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: silab louvri Ou pral di mo ki nan yon lis, epi pitit 
ou a pral ekri ak repete mo a. Apre sa, ede pitit ou a souliyen lèt ki 
reprezante son vwayèl la nan chak mo yo.

Konpreyansyon: tèm (gade nan paj 60)

Nou pral refl echi ansanm sou yon istwa. Apre sa, w ap ede pitit ou a ekri 
kèk fraz sou tèm istwa a, ak sou lòt detay nan istwa a.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

I’m going to make up questions that use each word. Try to answer the 
question using another one of the words. We’ll do this until all the words 
have been used.

tormentors shortage civilization cultivate

fashioned devise complex resourceful

Spelling Words

I’ll say one of the words, and you write it. Then you say the word and 
underline the vowels that stand for the sound you hear in each word.

video radio fl uid trial

poet ideas rodeo fuel

riot ruin cruel meteor

piano diet genuine diameter

diary patriot casual meander

Challenge: situation variety

Review:  recent  closet  minus
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Comprehension: Theme

Thinking About the Theme...
Let’s think of a story that you recently read. What was the title? Write it 
on the line below. What was the theme, or message, the author wanted 
you to understand? Think of the details in the story that helped you 
determine the theme. Then let’s fi ll in the chart below.

Title:

 Clue

Clue

Clue

Theme
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will focus on 
the patterns found in nature. We 
will also talk about the patterns 
of change in physical objects, 
such as the changes that 
happen to water at different 
temperatures. 

Here are some activities that
you can do with your child to 
help reinforce the skills we’ll
be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 64)

• Words to Know: Greek roots  You can help your child use the 
words to describe a rocky area in the rain.

• Spelling/Phonics: vowel team syllables  Write the words for your 
child, but leave out the vowel teams. Then you can help him or her 
add in the correct vowels.

Comprehension: main idea and key details (see page 65)

Help your child play the game of picking one main idea, then using the 
picture to fi nd details to support it.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra 
clase se centrará en los patrones 
que se encuentran en la 
naturaleza. También hablaremos 
acerca de los patrones de 
cambio de los objetos físicos, 
como los cambios que le ocurren 
al agua a diferentes 
temperaturas.

Aquí encontrará algunas 
actividades que usted puede realizar con su hijo o hija para ayudarle a 
reforzar las destrezas que estaremos practicando. 

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 64)

• Palabras para aprender: raíces griegas Usted puede ayudar a su hijo 
o hija a usar las palabras para describir una zona rocosa bajo la lluvia.

• Ortografía/Fonética: sílabas de combinaciones vocálicas Escriba 
las palabras para su hijo o hija sin las combinaciones vocálicas. Luego, 
puede ayudarle a añadir las vocales correctas.

Comprensión: idea principal y detalles clave
(Véase la página 65)

Ayude a su hijo o hija a jugar el juego de escoger una idea principal, y 
luego usen la fi gura para encontrar detalles que la sustenten.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral 
gade tandans ki genyen nan 
lànati. Nou pral pale tou sou 
tandans pou chanjman nan 
bagay fi zik, tankou chanjman ki 
rive nan dlo lè tanperati yo 
chanje.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit 
ou, pou ede ranfòse konesans li 
nan egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 64)

• Mo pou nou konnen: Rasin grèk Ou ka ede pitit ou a sèvi avèk mo 
yo pou dekri yon zòn ki gen wòch lè lapli ap tonbe.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: silab ki gen gwoup vwayèl Ekri mo yo pou pitit 
ou a, men pa ekri gwoup vwayèl yo. Apre sa, ou ka ede l mete vwayèl 
kòrèk yo.

Konpreyansyon: lide prensipal ak detay enpòtan
(gade nan paj 65)

Ede pitit ou a nan yon jwèt kote l ap chwazi yon lide prensipal, epi l ap 
gade nan pòtre a pou jwenn detay pou sipòte lide a.
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Words to Know

Let’s talk about what we might observe if we were hiking in a rocky area 
in a light rain. See if you can use most of these words in our discussion.

particles moisture erode formation

contact visible structure repetition

Spelling Words

Sometimes vowels work together to make a team. I’m going to write 
these spelling words, but I’ll leave out the vowel team in each one. You 
can look at the words and tell me what vowels are missing.

footprint coastal fl awless caution

fairground bleachers lawyer boundary

although grownup entertain doubting

laughter encounter applause southern

appoint grouchy faucet roughness

Challenge:  nowadays  distraught

Review: poet  radio  fuel

Word Workout
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Comprehension: Main Ideas and Key Details

Which Main Idea?
Here is a game we can play. Flip a coin for each story below. If the coin 
comes up heads, look at the picture and make up details for the Heads 

main idea. If the coin comes up tails, look at the picture and make up 
details for the Tails main idea.

Heads: We read an adventure story about kids 
riding horses in the wilderness.

Tails: Two friends went for a horseback ride at a 
local farm.

Heads: Josh gives swimming lessons at a camp 
every summer.

Tails: When we swam in the lake on the 4th of July, 
the water was very warm.

Heads: Abigail sold candy door-to-door as part of 
her school band’s fundraiser.

Tails: I asked my neighbors if they needed any help 
with their yard work.
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be discussing the benefi ts of teamwork. We 
will focus on how scientists work in teams that include people of all 
ages and backgrounds as they develop new products. 

Here are some activities that you can do 
with your child to help reinforce the skills 
we’ll be practicing.

 Word Workout (see page 69)

• Words to Know: Latin roots  
You can help your child make up 
sentences using the words to describe 
a team of undersea explorers.

• Spelling/Phonics: consonant plus

-le syllables: dle, le, ble, tle, ple, al, el  You will say a word from 
the list slowly. Your child will write the word, dividing it in syllables 
using hyphens. Then he or she will identify the letters that make up 
the last syllable.

Comprehension: main idea and key details (see page 70)

After reading two passages together, help your child identify the main 
idea and organize the supporting details.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase 
analizará los benefi cios del trabajo en 
equipo. Haremos énfasis en cómo, a 
medida que desarrollan nuevos 
productos, los científi cos trabajan en 
equipos que incluyen personas de 
todas las edades y formaciones.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo o 
hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 69)

• Palabras para aprender: raíces latinas Usted puede ayudar a su hijo 
o hija a elaborar oraciones con las palabras que describen a un equipo 
de exploradores submarinos.

• Ortografía/Fonética: consonante más sílabas -le: dle, le, ble, tle, 

ple, al, el Usted dirá lentamente una palabra de la lista. Su hijo o hija la 
escribirá dividiéndola en sílabas mediante guiones. Luego, él o ella 
identifi cará las letras que componen la última sílaba.

Comprensión: idea principal y detalles clave
(Véase la página 70)

Después de leer juntos dos fragmentos ayude a su hijo o hija a identifi car 
la idea principal y a organizar los detalles que la sustentan.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, nou pral pale sou avantaj ki genyen nan travay ekip. Nou 
pral gade kouman savan yo travay nan ekip ki genyen moun tout laj ak 
tout kalite eksperyans, pou devlope nouvo pwodui.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou 
ede ranfòse konesans li nan egzèsis nou 
pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 69)

• Mo pou nou konnen: rasin laten Ou ka 
ede pitit ou a konpoze fraz avèk mo pou 
dekri yon ekip eksploratè anba lanmè.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: konsòn plis silab 

–/e: die, le, ble, tie, pie, al, el Ou pral di 
yon mo nan lis la san pale vit. Pitit ou a ap ekri mo a, yon jan pou l 
sèvi avèk trèdinyon pou separe silab yo. Apre sa, li pral idantifye lèt ki 
fòme dènye silab la.

Konpreyansyon: lide prensipal ak detay enpòtan
(gade nan paj 70)

Apre nou fi n li 2 pasaj ansanm, ede pitit ou a idantifye lide prensipal la, 
epi òganize detay ki sipòte lide prensipal la.
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Words to Know

Let’s make up some sentences about a team of explorers under the 
ocean. Try to use one or two of the words in each sentence.

function obstacle techniques collaborate

fl exible artifi cial mimic dedicated

Spelling Words

The words in the list below all end with the same sound. I will say a 
word, and as you write it down, show the syllables by using hyphens. 
After you write each word, we will read the word again. Then you tell me 
the letters that stand for the fi nal syllable.

stable stumble royal vocal

saddle terrible cripple journal

table beetle hospital medal

noble kettle legal several

cattle eagle label sample

Challenge: impossible people

Review: entertain encounter southern

Word Workout
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Finding the Main Idea
Articles and stories may include many facts, or details. However, these 
details are not just random. As you read, you are learning to recognize 
the main ideas and the facts or details that back them up. 

There are two topics in this exercise. Each has a main idea and details, 
but they are mixed up. Let’s see if we can tell which sentence is the main 
idea for the topic. Circle it. Then we will name and organize some of the 
supporting details.

Topic: Mountain Rescuers

Each climber brings his or her own 
climbing gear.

The climbers will work all through the 
night, if necessary.

A group of experienced climbers come 
together as a rescue team when 
someone is stranded on a mountain.

Most rescues happen during the 
winter months, when there is a lot of 
snow on the mountain.

When they climb the mountain, they 
work in pairs, with one climber 
connected to the other by ropes.

Topic: Students Solve Problem

They washed over fi fty cars in one 
day.

The members brainstormed ideas to 
try to fi nd a way to afford the trip.

One girl had the idea of holding a car 
wash.

The weather was warm and sunny 
now that it was May.

The Chess Club needed money to go 
to a tournament in another city.

Comprehension: Main Idea and Key Details
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on events from the past. We will 
explore how historians and archeologists work to fi gure out how 
people lived hundreds of years ago. 

Here are some activities that you can do 
with your child to help reinforce the skills 
we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 74)

• Words to Know: sentence clues

Work together with your child to fi t
the right word in the right sentence. 
Relate this exercise to how an 
archeologist might put a broken piece
of pottery together.

• Spelling/Phonics: r-controlled vowel syllables  You will say a 
word, and your child will spell it. Then you will work together to fi nd 
the words with the same r-controlled vowel syllable.

Comprehension: author’s point of view (see page 75) 

You will read a passage with your child. Then work together to answer 
questions so as to understand the author’s point of view.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se centrará en los sucesos del 
pasado. Exploraremos cómo trabajan los historiadores y los arqueólogos 
para averiguar de qué manera vivían las personas hace cientos de años.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades que 
usted puede realizar con su hijo o hija para 
ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas que 
estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras
(Véase la página 74)

• Palabras para aprender: claves en la 

oración Trabaje con su hijo o hija para 
escribir la palabra correcta en la oración 
adecuada. Relacione este ejercicio con 
la manera como un arqueólogo podría 
reconstruir una pieza rota de cerámica.

• Ortografía/Fonética: sílabas con vocales seguidas de r Usted dirá 
una palabra y su hijo o hija la deletreará. Luego, trabajarán juntos para 
encontrar las palabras que tengan la misma sílaba con vocales 
seguidas de r.

Comprensión: punto de vista del autor (Véase la página 75) 

Usted leerá un fragmento con su hijo o hija. Luego, responderán juntos las 
preguntas de manera que comprendan el punto de vista del autor.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral pale sou evennman ki te rive lontan. Nou 
pral gade kouman istoryen ak akeyològ yo fè pou yo konnen kouman 
moun te konn viv, depi plizyè syèk.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou 
ede ranfòse konesans li nan egzèsis nou 
pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 74)

• Mo pou nou konnen: endis ki nan 

fraz Travay avèk pitit ou a, pou mete mo 
kòrèk la nan fraz kòrèk la. Gade egzèsis 
sa a tankou jan yon akeyològ kapab 
kole 2 moso nan yon po ki kase.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: /”-silab ki kontwole avèk vwayèl Ou pral di yon 
mo, epi pitit ou a pral eple mo a. Apre sa, nou pral gade ansanm ki 
mo ki genyen menm /”-silab ki kontwole avèk vwayèl la.

Konpreyansyon: kisa otè a vle di (gade nan paj 75)

Ou pral li yon pasaj avèk pitit ou. Apre sa, refl echi ansanm pou reponn 
kesyon ki pèmèt konprann kisa otè a vle di.
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Words to Know

Archeologists piece together ancient, broken pottery the same way you 
do a puzzle: by looking at shapes and fi tting the pieces together. Words 
work the same way. Let’s play “Piece Together the Sentence.” I will read 
the sentences below. Then you choose the correct words to complete 
the sentence.

historian preserved fragments reconstruct

archaeologist intact era remnants

1. The dry air of the Southwest allows this 3,000 year old corn to be 
.

2. The  uncovered the ancient petroglyph on the cave wall.

3. Often,  all that are left to study about the past.

4. This once huge cooking pot is now in .

5. My great grandfather lived in the  of the horse and buggy.

6. The  was an expert in the Civil War era.

7. Archeologists must be careful to leave the relics they uncover as 
 as possible.

8. We  fragments of pottery and bones to help us 
understand ancient civilizations.

Spelling Words

I am going to say a word, and you spell it. Then we will group the words 
that have the same spelling for the r-controlled vowel syllable.

sugar scholar crater shatter

gentler saucer pillar governor

scissors labor splendor vapor

founder commander peddler equator

director error professor fonder

Challenge: refrigerator remainder

Review: terrible legal journal

Word Workout
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View

My Hometown
Let’s read the following passage together. Then you will answer the 
questions below about the author’s purpose and point of view. 

 I hadn’t been back to my hometown of Seaside for twenty years. I 
expected to fi nd many changes. But to my amazement, everything 
seemed to be the same. I found out that the corner ice-cream store was 
still there and selling ice-cream cones for only 50 cents. The movie 
theatre still showed cartoons before the movies. And can you believe it? 
The movies still cost only $2.00! Even though these things hadn’t 
changed, the town seemed deserted. So many people had moved away, 
and an eerie quiet fi lled the streets as I walked around. I wondered what 
had happened.

1. Tell some things about the story that entertained you.

 

 

2. What did you learn about the past?

 

 

3. What do you think is the author’s point of view about Seaside?
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on the kinds of stories we tell and 
why we tell them. We will also be taking a look at how stories, such as 
legends and myths, are a way of expressing a culture.

Here are some activities that you 
can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be 
practicing.

Word Workout (see page 79)

• Words to Know: synonyms 

and antonyms  In this activity, 
you and your child will use the 
words to create the beginning of a made-up short story that takes 
place in a different land and in a different time period from now. 

• Spelling/Phonics: words with fi nal -el, -al, -le, -en, -in, -an,

and –ain  You will give your child the defi nition of one of the spelling 
words. Your child guesses the word by fi rst spelling it and then 
saying it. 

Comprehension: point of view (see page 80)

In this activity, you and your child read a story about what one person 
learned from his friend. After reading, you use the questions to begin a 
discussion of the story and identify the narrator’s point of view.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se 
centrará en las clases de relatos que 
narramos y por qué los narramos. 
También comentaremos cómo los 
relatos, como las leyendas y los 
mitos, son una manera de expresar 
una cultura.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo 
o hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 79)

• Palabras para aprender: sinónimos y antónimos  En esta 
actividad, use con su hijo o hija las palabras para crear un relato 
fi cticio que ocurra en un lugar diferente y en una época diferente a 
la actual. 

• Ortografía/Fonética: palabras con las terminaciones -el, -al, -le, 

-en, -in, -an y –ain.  Dígale a su hijo o hija la defi nición de una de 
las palabras deletreadas. Él o ella adivina la palabra, primero 
deletreándola y luego diciéndola.

Comprensión: punto de vista (Véase la página 80)

En esta actividad, lea con su hijo o hija un relato sobre lo que una 
persona aprendió de su amigo. Después, use las preguntas para 
comentar el relato e identifi car el punto de vista del narrador. 
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral pale sou 
kalite istwa nou rakonte, ak rezon ki fè 
nou rakonte yo. Nou pral gade tou 
kouman istwa, tankou lejann ak mit, 
se yon mwayen pou nou montre sa 
ki nan kilti nou.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, 
pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 79)

• Mo pou nou konnen: sinonim ak antonim  Nan egzèsis sa a, 
oumenm ak pitit ou a pral sèvi avèk mo yo pou koumanse konpoze 
yon istwa kout, ki te rive nan yon lòt tan, ak nan yon lòt peyi.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: mo ki fi ni avèk el, -al, -le, -en, -in, -an, ak -ai  
Ou pral bay pitit ou a defi nisyon youn nan mo pou eple yo. Pitit ou 
a pral eple mo a, epi l ap di li, pou rive sipoze kisa mo a ye.

Konpreyansyon: kisa otè a vle di (gade nan paj 80)

Nan egzèsis sa a, oumenm ak pitit ou a pral li yon istwa sou sa yon 
moun aprann nan bouch zanmi l. Lè nou fi n li istwa a, w ap sèvi avèk 
kesyon yo pou koumanse yon konvèsasyon sou istwa a, ak pou 
rekonnèt kisa otè a vle di.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s pretend we live in a different time period in a make-believe land. 
After we decide on the time period and where we are, we’ll write the 
beginning of a short story that uses the vocabulary words. Our story can 
be serious or funny. 

deeds wring sauntered exaggeration

impress posed commenced heroic

Spelling Words

I’ll choose a spelling word and give you the defi nition. You see if you can 
guess the word, but spell it fi rst before you say it. We’ll keep playing until 
you have guessed and spelled all of the words on the spelling list! 

slogan woolen listen heron

frighten lengthen captain mountain

sandal signal global bushel

marvel barrel practical pretzel

fable chuckle angle nozzle

Challenge: dungeon salmon

Review: scissors pillar governor
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Folding Paper
Here’s a story about how one person spent an afternoon with his friend 
and learned something about his friend’s family traditions and culture. 
Let’s read the story together. Then we can use the questions to discuss 
the story and identify the point of view of the person telling it (the narrator).

Ted watched as his friend Toshie carefully worked at folding a small 
piece of paper. As she sat quietly, Toshie made one fold after another. 
Then like magic, what had been a square, fl at piece of paper had turned 
into a beautiful bird. Toshie proudly held up her little masterpiece, and 
made its wings fl ap. 

“That’s terrifi c,” said Ted. “Where did you learn to do that?” 
“My grandmother taught me when I just a little girl,” Toshie said. “It’s 

a kind of paper folding called origami. My grandmother learned from her 
mother. It’s been passed down in our family for many generations. It’s 
part of my culture.”

Ted gently picked up the little paper bird and carefully examined it in 
his hand. “I’d like to be able to do this. Do you think you can show me 
how?” 

It’s not as hard as it looks,” said Toshie. For the next hour or so, 
Toshie patiently showed Ted how to turn pieces of paper into a bird, and 
into a cup, and fi nally into a little dog.  

“I can’t believe I did it!” exclaimed Ted. “But I think I need some 
practice.” 

“That’s just the beginning,” said Toshie. “You can make almost 
anything you want just by folding a piece of paper.”

1. What is the topic of the story?

2. Who do you think is telling the story—Toshie, Ted, or a narrator? 

3. How do we know what the characters are thinking and feeling?

Comprehension: Point of View
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will discuss the idea of taking a second look at 
things we think we already know. We will talk about how this process can 
lead to new discoveries and conclusions.

Here are some activities that you can do 
with your child to help reinforce the skills 
we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 84)

• Words to Know: adages and proverbs  In this 
activity, you and your child take turns using the 
vocabulary words to make up questions that the other 
person tries to answer.

• Spelling/Phonics: prefi xes  You and your child will match the 
spelling words that have the same prefi x. Each time you fi nd a 
match, you will say and spell the both words.

Comprehension: point of view (see page 85)

In this activity, you and your child will read two speeches given at a 
community center. Each speech has a very different point of view. 
When you fi nish reading, you will discuss the speakers’ points of view. 
The questions are included to help you start your discussion.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se 
centrará en la idea de darle un segundo 
vistazo a las cosas que creemos que ya 
conocemos. Hablaremos sobre cómo 
este proceso puede llevarnos a nuevos 
descubrimientos y conclusiones. 

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades que 
usted puede realizar con su hijo o hija para 
ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas que 
estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 84)

• Palabras para aprender: adagios y proverbios  En esta 
actividad, túrnense con su hijo o hija para usar las palabras del 
vocabulario en preguntas que la otra persona tratará de responder.

• Ortografía/Fonética: prefi jos  Con su hijo o hija relacionen las 
palabras deletreadas que tengan el mismo prefi jo. Cada vez que 
hallen una pareja, diga y deletree ambas palabras.

Comprensión: punto de vista (Véase la página 85)

En esta actividad, lea con su hijo o hija dos discursos dados en un 
centro comunitario. Cada discurso tiene un punto de vista diferente. 
Al fi nalizar la lectura, comenten los puntos de vista de los oradores. 
Las preguntas se incluyen para ayudarles a comenzar el diálogo.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral pale sou lide pou retounen gade bagay 
nou kwè nou konnen deja. Nou pral gade kouman metòd sa a ka 
pèmèt nou fè nouvo dekouvèt, ak rive nan nouvo konklizyon.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou 
ede ranfòse konesans li nan egzèsis nou 
pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 84)

• Mo pou nou konnen: adaj ak pwovèb  Nan 
egzèsis sa a, oumenm ak pitit ou a, youn apre lòt, 
pral sèvi avèk mo nan vokabilè a pou youn konpoze 
kesyon lòt la pral eseye reponn.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: prefi ks  Oumenm ak pitit ou a pral mete 
ansanm mo ki gen menm prefi ks, nan pami mo pou nou eple yo. 
Chak fwa nou jwenn mo ki koresponn, n ap di ak eple toude mo yo.

Konpreyansyon: pèspektiv moun lan (gade nan paj 85)

Nan egzèsis sa a, oumenm ak pitit ou a pral li 2 diskou moun fè nan 
yon sant kominotè. Chak diskou prezante yon pèspektiv diferan. Lè 
nou fi n li, n ap fè yon pale sou pèspektiv moun ki fè diskou a. Kesyon 
yo ekri deja, pou ede nou koumanse konvèsasyon an.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

We’ll take turns choosing a word and using it in a question. For example, 
I might ask, “Why is it important to be precise?” You will try to answer 
the question. If we’re not sure of an answer, we can talk about the 
question together.

perplexed precise suspicious interpret

astounded inquisitive concealed reconsider

Spelling Words

I see that all the words on the list begin with prefi xes. I’ll say one of the 
words and spell if for you. Then you say and spell another word from the 
list that begins with the same prefi x. We’ll match as many words as we 
can. Four of the words don’t have matches. Let’s see if we can fi nd 
which ones they are.

unusual underwater regain repaired

unaware unfriendly unfi nished unimportant

refreeze replenish reunite rediscover

rewrap disconnect discourage dishonest

nonspecifi c misguide overwhelm submerge

Challenge: impatiently inaccurate

Review: listen signal fable
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Comprehension: Point of View

Different Takes
Here are two short speeches given during a community center meeting. 
They are about the same topic, but they have entirely different points of 
view. Let’s read what these speakers had to say. Then we’ll use the 
questions below to compare them.

First Speaker:

I think the idea of having more recreational space in our community 
is a good one. But do we have to ruin our environment to get it? 
Cutting down trees and paving over the land to build swimming pools, 
basketball courts, and refreshment stands just doesn’t make sense. 
We can leave the land alone and still have room for recreation. Let’s 
not destroy the natural beauty of our area. If we work with nature, 
more people can enjoy the outdoors. Creating nature trails for hiking 
makes perfect sense. Small picnic areas can be set aside without 
damaging the environment. By preserving our community’s natural 
environment, people not only have recreational space, but learn to 
appreciate nature as well.

Second Speaker:

I believe people need recreational areas where they can enjoy the 
outdoors with family and friends. There is plenty of unused land right 
here in our own community. Clearing some of it to build baseball 
fi elds, a swimming pool, and maybe a couple basketball courts isn’t 
going to hurt the environment. Refreshment stands and souvenir 
shops will help attract people to our town. They would also provide 
jobs and help our local economy. I understand that preserving nature 
is important. But we have enough land and space to do that and still 
build a recreational area. It’s important to have a place in our 
community where there are activities for 
everyone to enjoy. 

1. What is the topic of these two speeches? 

2. What is the fi rst speaker’s point of view? 

3. What is the second speaker’s point of view? 
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be taking a look at the things people can do to 
bring about positive change.  We will be focusing on how people can 
make positive changes in government and society to promote the 
“common good.”

Here are some activities that you can do 
with your child to help reinforce the skills 
we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 89)

• Words to Know: prefi xes and suffixes 

You and your child select a vocabulary 
word as the basis for a story. You will use 
the rest of the words in sentences that add 
details to the story. Then you’ll read the 
sentences aloud.

• Spelling/Phonics: homographs  Many of the words on this list 
have different meanings, depending on how they are pronounced. 
You and your child will identify these words. Then you will spell the 
word and use it in two sentences that show the different meanings.

C omprehension: author’s point of view (see page 90)

In this activity, you and your child read three accounts of a 
neighborhood event. Each account was written by someone who was 
there. When you fi nish reading, discuss some questions to decide who 
liked it the most and who liked it the least.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase dará un 
vistazo a las cosas que la gente puede 
hacer para lograr un cambio positivo. Nos 
enfocaremos en cómo las personas pueden 
hacer cambios positivos en el gobierno y la 
sociedad para fomentar el “bien común”.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades que 
usted puede realizar con su hijo o hija para 
ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas que 
estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 89)

• Palabras para aprender: prefi jos y sufi jos  Con su hijo o hija 
seleccionen una palabra del vocabulario como tema para una 
narración. Usen las demás palabras en las oraciones para agregar 
detalles a la historia. Luego lean en voz alta las oraciones.

• Ortografía/Fonética: homógrafos  Muchas de las palabras de 
la lista tienen diferentes signifi cados, dependiendo de su 
pronunciación. Identifi que con su hijo o hija estas palabras. Luego 
deletreen la palabra y úsenla en dos oraciones mostrando los 
diferentes signifi cados.

Comprensión: punto de vista del autor (Véase la página 90)

En esta actividad, lea con su hijo o hija tres relatos de un evento 
del vecindario. Cada relato fue escrito por alguien que estuvo allí. 
Al fi nalizar la lectura, analicen algunas preguntas para decidir 
cuál les gustó más y cuál les gustó menos.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral gade bagay 
moun ka fè pou pote chanjman pozitif. Nou 
pral pale sou jan moun ka pote chanjman 
pozitif nan gouvènman ak nan kominote yo, 
pou “byen tout moun”.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou 
ede ranfòse konesans li nan egzèsis nou 
pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 89)

• Mo pou nou konnen: prefi ks ak sifi ks  Oumenm ak pitit ou a ap 
chwazi yon mo nan vokabilè a kòm baz pou yon istwa. Ou pral sèvi 
avèk lòt mo yo ou fè fraz ki mete plis detay nan istwa a. Apre sa, w 
ap li fraz yo pou pitit ou a tande.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: omograf  Anpil mo nan lis sa a pral vle di 
diferan bagay, dapre jan ou pwononse yo. Oumenm ak pitit ou a 
pral idantifye mo sa yo. Apre sa, ou pral eple mo a, epi sèvi avèk 
li nan 2 fraz ki montre diferan sans mo a ka pran.

Konpreyansyon: kisa otè a vle di (gade nan paj 90)

Nan egzèsis sa a, oumenm ak pitit ou a pral li 3 vèsyon diferan sou 
yon bagay ki pase nan katye a. Se yon moun ki te la, ki ekri chak 
vèsyon. Lè nou fi n li, nou pral pale sou kèk nan kesyon yo, epi deside 
kilès ki renmen l plis, ak kilès ki renmen l mwens.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s decide on one of the words on the list to use as the basis, or topic, 
for a story. Then we’ll work together to use the other words in sentences 
that add details to the story. We can write down our sentences as we 
make them up. Then you’ll read them back and hear our story. 

unequal neutral anticipation defy

reserved entitled sought outspoken

Spelling Words

You’ll say one of the list words and use it in a sentence. Then I’ll use a 
different meaning of the word to make up another sentence. In my 
sentence, the word will be pronounced differently. For example, you 
might say, “I’ll be ready in a minute.” Then I might say, “That is a minute 
portion of ice cream.” We’ll use the dictionary to help us.

contest content protest combat

permits rebel present insert

desert subject minute compact

conduct contract refuse confl ict

research excuse entrance extract

Challenge: effect affect

Review: unusual rewrap dishonest
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View

Three Friends, Three Views
Some friends are asked to help clean up their neighborhood park. They 
each react in a different way. Let’s read what they wrote about their 
experience. Then we can use the questions to discuss their different 
points of view.

1. What is the topic?

2. Was each person at the event? How do you know?

3. How did each person feel about what happened?

Damien decided we needed to clean up our neighborhood 
park. He wanted me to help, so I handed out some fl iers. 
Finally, the cleanup day arrived. A few people came, but 
most of the work was done by Damien and a few of his 
friends. I really thought it was a waste of my time. I 
could have been doing something else that was more 
fun. Besides, shouldn’t the city be doing this job?

Dan

Damien asked if I would help him get some people 
together to clean up our neighborhood park. Not a bad 
idea, but I wasn’t so sure people would be interested. On 
the other hand, it certainly couldn’t hurt to try. So I helped 
get the word out and showed up on cleanup day. I was 
surprised at how many people turned out. I wouldn’t say 
this was the best day of my life, but it was okay. 

Chen

My friend Damien had this terrific idea. He 
thought we should volunteer to clean up our 
neighborhood park. So I offered to help him get 
things moving. First we had to get the word out. So 
we put up fliers and made some posters to go in 
store windows. When the day arrived, all kinds of 
people showed up. By the end of the day, our little 
park looked like new. It really felt good to do 
something for the neighborhood.

Tanya
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will discuss the Earth’s natural resources and why 
they are valuable. We will also take a look at the Earth’s cycles.

Here are some activities that you 
can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be 
practicing.

Word Workout (see page 94)

• Words to Know: defi nitions and 

restatements  You and your child will take turns using each list 
word in a sentence about our natural resources. When you’ve used 
all the words, you’ll read back the sentences.

• Spelling/Phonics: words ending with -ture, -cher, -sure, and 

-zure  You will say a word, and your child tells you the spelling for 
the word ending: -ture, -cher, -sure, or -zure. Then have your child 
spell the whole word.

Comprehension: author’s point of view (see page 95)

In this activity, you and your child are presented with three short 
articles on natural resources. Together you read and discuss each 
article and decide on the author’s point of view.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase analizará los recursos naturales 
de la Tierra y por qué son valiosos. También daremos un vistazo a 
los ciclos terrestres.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo 
o hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos 
practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 94)

• Palabras para aprender: defi niciones y reafi rmaciones  Túrnense 
con su hijo o hija para usar cada palabra de la lista en una oración 
sobre nuestros recursos naturales. Cuando hayan usado todas las 
palabras, lean las oraciones.

• Ortografía/Fonética: palabras terminadas en -ture, -cher, -sure 

y -zure  Usted dice una palabra y su hijo o hija deletrea el fi nal de la 
palabra que termine en -ture, -cher, -sure o -zure. Luego él o ella 
deletrea toda la palabra.

Comprensión: punto de vista del autor (Véase la página 95)

En esta actividad, junto a su hijo o hija se les presentan tres artículos 
cortos sobre los recursos naturales. Lean y comenten cada artículo y 
decidan sobre el punto de vista del autor.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral pale 
sou resous natirèl planèt Latè a, epi 
sou rezon ki fè yo enpòtan. Nou 
pral gade tou diferan faz Latè a 
pase.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit 
ou, pou ede ranfòse konesans li 
nan egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 94)

• Mo pou nou konnen: defi nisyon ak nouvo deklarasyon  Oumenm 
ak pitit ou a, youn apre lòt, pral sèvi avèk chak mo nan lis la pou fè 
yon fraz sou resous natirèl nou yo. Lè nou fi n sèvi avèk tout mo yo, 
nou pral li fraz yo ankò.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: mo ki fi ni avèk -ture, -cher, -sure, ak -zure  W 
ap di yon mo, epi pitit ou a ap di kilès, nan mo pou nou eple yo, ki 
fi ni avèk: -ture, -cher, -sure, oubyen -zure. Apre sa, mande pitit ou a 
eple tout mo a.

Konpreyansyon: pèspektiv otè a (gade nan paj 95)

Nan egzèsis sa a, oumenm ak pitit ou a pral jwenn 3 atik kout sou 
resous natirèl. Nou pral li yo ansanm, epi n ap fè yon pale sou chak 
atik pou di kisa pèspektiv otè a ye.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s take turns using the list words to talk about our natural resources. 
I’ll begin by using the fi rst word in a sentence. Then you use the second 
word, and so on. We can jot down our sentences and read them back 
when we’re fi nished.

affect absorb seeps conserve

cycle glaciers circulates necessity

Spelling Words

I notice that each of the spelling word ends in -ture, -cher, -sure, or -zure. 
I’ll say a word out loud, and you tell me its ending. Then you spell the 
word for me. 

rancher searcher pressure future

butcher measure pleasure mixture

treasure feature pasture creature

lecture gesture nature fracture

moisture stretcher legislature azure

Challenge: miniature disclosure

Review: contest desert entrance
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View

What’s Your Opinion?
The following three paragraphs are about natural resources. Let’s read 
each one and identify the topic. Then write down the author’s point of view.

Forests are one of our most important natural resources because it’s 
from the forest that we get wood. Just think of all the things we wouldn’t 
have if we didn’t have wood. At this moment, you may be sitting on a 
wooden chair with a wooden pencil your hand. You might be living in a 
house made mostly from wood. Hundreds of products that we take for 
granted are made from wood. Fortunately, wood is a natural resource 
that will continue to grow. We’ll always have a supply of wood if we take 
proper care of our forests. 

Author’s Point of View 

One of these days, we are going to run out of oil. The world’s population 
is growing, increasing the need for more and more energy. In addition, 
modern lifestyles use even more energy. What we need to do is fi nd 
better alternatives to oil. We should spend our money to fi nd ways to get 
electricity from the sun, wind, and oceans. We need to make energy 
from these sources cheap so that everyone can have it. The other big 
advantage is that energy from these sources doesn’t pollute our air. And, 
it will never run out.

Author’s Point of View 

There’s a lot of overblown talk about developing 
alternative energy. But are we really going to run out 
of the oil we need to run our cars and heat our 
homes? Every year you hear about newly discovered 
oil fi elds. Scientists and engineers are always 
inventing better and cheaper ways to get the oil out of 
the ground. Yes, we should be developing other 
sources of energy. But let’s not get carried away here. 
We’re not going to run out of oil any time soon.

Author’s Point of View 
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Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on how people express what’s 
important to them. We will also discuss how fi nding the right words 
helps people express themselves.

Here are some activities that you can 
do with your child to help reinforce the 
skills we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 99)

• Words to Know: simile and 

metaphor  You and your child work 
together to build sentences using 
the vocabulary words. You will start 
with one word in one sentence, then 
two words in one sentence, and so 
on until you have included all four 
words in one sentence. 

• Spelling/Phonics: words ending with -ance and -ence  You will 
say a word, and your child will tell you whether the word ends in 
-ance or -ence and then spell the whole word. Then your child will 
make a chart of the words according to their endings.

Comprehension: theme (see page 100)

In this activity, you and your child recall a TV show, movie, video 
game, and book and decide what the theme of each one was.

Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection
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Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se centrará en cómo las personas 
expresan lo que es importante para ellas. También analizaremos cómo 
hallar las palabras adecuadas que ayuden a las personas a expresarse.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo 
o hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras 
(Véase la página 99)

• Palabras para aprender: símil y 

metáfora  Con su hijo o hija formen 
oraciones usando las palabras del 
vocabulario. Comience con una 
palabra en una oración, luego dos 
palabras en una oración, y así 
sucesivamente hasta que hayan 
incluido cuatro palabras en una oración.

• Ortografía/Fonética: palabras terminadas en –ance y –ence 

Usted dice una palabra y su hijo o hija dice si termina en –ance 
o –ence y luego deletrea toda la palabra. Después él o ella hace 
una tabla en la que clasifi ca las palabras de acuerdo con sus 
terminaciones.

Comprensión: tema (Véase la página 100)

En esta actividad, recuerde con su hijo o hija un programa de televisión, 
una película, un videojuego y un libro y decidan cuál era el tema de 
cada uno.

 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar
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Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semenn sa a, klas nou an pral gade kouman moun pale sou sa ki 
enpòtan pou yo. Nou pral gade tou kouman yo bezwen jwenn mo 
kòrèk yo, pou fè konnen sa ki nan lide yo.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou ede ranfòse 
konesans li nan egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade nan paj 99)

• Mo pou nou konnen: simile ak 

metafò  Oumenm ansanm ak pitit ou 
a ap konpoze fraz ki genyen mo nan 
vokabilè a ladan yo. W ap koumanse 
avèk 1 mo nan yon fraz, epi 2 mo nan 
yon fraz, elatriye..., jouktan nou fi n mete 
tout 4 mo yo nan yon fraz.

• Òtograf/Fonnetik: mo ki fi ni avèk 

-ance ak -ence W ap di yon mo, epi 
pitit ou a ap di w si mo a fi ni avèk -ance oswa –ence, epi l ap eple 
mo a. Apre sa, pitit ou a ap fè yon tablo pou klase mo yo dapre jan 
yo fi ni.

Konpreyansyon: tèm (gade nan paj 100)

Nan egzèsis sa a, oumenm ak pitit ou a pral sonje yon emisyon 
televizyon, oswa yon fi m sinema, oswa yon jwèt videyo, oswa yon liv, 
epi n ap di kisa tèm lan te ye pou yo chak.

 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s see how many of these words we can use in one sentence. First, 
we’ll use each word by itself in a sentence. Next we’ll use two different 
list words in each sentence. Then we’ll see how many combinations of 
three words we can use in one sentence. Finally, we’ll try for the grand 
fi nale—all four words in a single sentence!

plumes barren meaningful expression

Spelling Words

These spelling words all end in either -ance or -ence. I’ll say a word
out loud, and you tell me which ending it has. Then spell the word for 
me. As we go along, we can make a chart that groups the words by
their endings.

distance importance balance attendance

absence performance dependence substance

disturbance appearance assistance ignorance 

brilliance ambulance residence radiance

resistance reluctance persistence hesitance

Challenge: vigilance inference

Review: creature measure rancher
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Comprehension: Theme

Remember the Theme!
Let’s think of a TV show, video game, book, or movie we’ve watched, 
played, or read. Write the title in the correct picture. Then think about the 
theme of each one. We’ll talk about each one and jot down our ideas. 

TV show

 

Video

Game

Book

 

Movie
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will focus on the kinds of experiences that can 
change the way we see ourselves. We will also discuss how our 
experiences shape the way we see the world.

Here are some activities that you can 
do with your child to help reinforce the 
skills we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 104)

• Words to Know: comparison

You and your child will use the 
words to make up a story about 
someone who moves from a small 
town to a city. As you make up the 
story, write down the sentences. 
Repeat the activity, changing the 
story to a person moving from a city 
to a small town. Then compare the 
two stories.

• Spelling/Phonics: suffixes  In this 
activity, you and your child write the spelling words on index cards. 
Take turns choosing a card and reading a word for the other person 
to spell.

Comprehension: compare and contrast (see page 105)

In this activity, you and your child will review Venn diagrams and read 
the clues to fi gure what is being compared.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se centrará en el tipo de experiencias 
que pueden cambiar la manera como nos vemos a nosotros mismos. 
También analizaremos cómo cambian nuestras vivencias la manera como 
vemos el mundo.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo 
o hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos 
practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras 
(Véase la página 104)

• Palabras para aprender: 
comparación  Usted y su hijo o 
hija usen las palabras para crear 
una historia acerca de alguien que 
se muda de un pueblo pequeño a 
una ciudad. A medida que crean la 
historia, escriban las oraciones. 
Repitan la actividad, esta vez cambiando la historia a una persona que 
se traslada de una ciudad a un pueblo pequeño. Luego, comparen las 
dos historias.

• Ortografía/Fonética: sufi jos  En esta actividad, usted y su hijo o hija 
deben escribir en tarjetas las palabras de la lista para deletrear. Por 
turnos, escojan una tarjeta y lean la palabra a la otra persona.

Comprensión: comparar y contrastar (Véase la página 105)

En esta actividad, revise con su hijo los diagramas de Venn, y lean las 
claves para descifrar qué se está comparando.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semèn sa a klas nou an pral konsantre sou ki kalite eksperyans ki 
kapab chanje fason nou wè tèt nou. Nou pral diskite egalman kijan 
eksperyans nou yo fasone fason nou wè mond lan.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, 
pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade paj 104)

• Mo pou Konnen yo: konparezon  
Oumenm avèk pitit ou a pral itilize 
mo yo pou envante yon istwa 
konsènan yon moun ki demenaje de 
yon ti vilaj a yon vil. Pandan w ap 
envante istwa a, ekri fraz yo. 
Repete aktivite a, chanje istwa a 
yon moun ki demenaje de von vil a 
yon ti vilaj. Aprè sa konpare de 
istwa yo.

• Ótograf/Foniks: sifi ks  Nan aktivite sa a, oumenm avèk pitit ou a ap 
ekri òtograf mo yo sou kat endèks yo. W ap Atou de wòl chwazi yon 
kat epi li yon mo pou lòt moun nan eple.

Konpreyansyon: konpare avèk kontras (gade paj 105)

Nan aktivite sa a, oumenm avèk pitit ou a pral revize dyagram Venn yo 
epi li endis yo pou kapab wè kisa k ap konpare a.
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Words to Know

Let’s make up a story about a person who moves from a small town to a 
city. We’ll try to include all of the words on the list in our story. We can 
take turns suggesting sentences to add to our story and write them down 
as we go along. Then, we’ll repeat this, except this time, the person will 
move from the city to a small town. When we’re fi nished, we’ll compare 
the stories.

disdain focused genius perspective

prospect superb stunned transition

Spelling Words

Let’s write each spelling word on an index 
card. When we’re fi nished, you can deal 
out the cards so we each get half. Then 
we’ll put our cards facedown. I’ll pick a 
card from my pile and say the word for 
you to spell. Then you’ll take a turn and 
ask me to spell a word from your pile. 
When we fi nish all the words in each pile, 
we can exchange cards and go through 
them again. 

serious furious eruption destruction

direction position forgetful comfortable

fi nally usually apparently completely

eventually carefully microscopic allergic

scientifi c safety activity sickness

Challenge: aquatic mathematics

Review: distance ambulance substance

Word Workout
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Comprehension: Compare and Contrast

Alike and Different
Each of these Venn diagrams compares and contrasts two things. Let’s 
use the clues to fi gure out what’s being compared and contrasted. Then 
we can make up our own Venn Diagram below.

uses a bat, 
ball is small, 
fi eld has 3 
bases, 9 
players on
a team

has a large 
black and 
white ball, 
fi eld has 2 
goals, 11 
players on
a team

a team 
sport, uses 

a ball,
players wear 

uniforms

 

has 4 strings, 
played with a 
bow, about 2 
feet long,
often played
in an
orchestra

has 6
strings,
plucked or 
strummed, 
often plays 
folk, country, 
or rock 
music

produces
music,

made from
wood, 

played by 
1 person

 served warm,
 rich brown
 color, often
 served with
 marshmallows

served cold,
made with
ice cream
and milk, can 
be malted

is a sweet 
drink

 

shown in a 
theater, has 
big screen,
many people 
can watch at 
the same 
time

smaller 
screen, most 
homes have 
one, a few 
people can 
watch at a 
time

shows
movies, has 

sound, 
entertains

 

 Answers: baseball/soccer; violin/guitar; hot chocolate/milk shake; movie theater/
television or DVD player
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing 
on how shared experiences can 
help people adapt to change. As an 
example, we will be taking a look at 
the Great Depression to learn 
about its causes and the effects it 
had on people. 

Here are some activities that you can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 109)

• Words to Know: idioms  In this activity, you will choose a word. 
Your child will ask yes-or-no questions about the word until she or 
he fi gures out the word. 

• Spelling/Phonics: homophones  You identify two words that 
sound the same but are spelled differently. Then your child spells 
each of the words and uses each one in a sentence. 

Comprehension: compare and contrast (see page 110)

In this activity, you and your child make a list of the names of some 
characters from books, movies, TV shows, or games. Then you work 
together to write about how the characters are alike and different.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra 
clase se centrará en cómo pueden 
ayudar las experiencias 
compartidas a las personas a 
adaptarse al cambio. Como 
ejemplo, daremos un vistazo a la 
Gran Depresión para aprender 
acerca de sus causas y los efectos 
que tuvo en las personas.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades que usted puede realizar con su hijo 
o hija para ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 109)

• Palabras para aprender: modismos  En esta actividad, usted escoge 
una palabra. Su hijo o hija debe hacerle preguntas de sí o no acerca de 
la palabra hasta que él o ella la descifre.

• Ortografía/Fonética: homófonos  Identifi que dos palabras que suenen 
igual, pero se escriban diferente. Luego, su hijo o hija debe deletrear 
cada palabra, y usarla en una oración.

Comprensión: comparar y contrastar (Véase la página 110)

En esta actividad, usted y su hijo o hija hagan una lista de nombres de 
algunos personajes de libros, películas, programas de televisión o juegos. 
Luego, escriban juntos acerca de las diferencias y similitudes de los 
personajes.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semèn sa a klas nou an pral 
konsantre sou kijan eksperyans 
pataje yo kapab ede moun adapte 
pou chanje. Kòm yon egzanp, nou 
pral gade a Grann Depresyon an 
pou aprann konsènan kòz avèk efè 
li yo te genyen sou moun.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade paj 109)

• Mo pou Konnen yo: lokisyon yo  Nan aktivite sa a, ou pral chwazi 
yon mo. Pitit ou a pral poze kesyon wi-oswa-non konsènan mo 
jiskaske li jwenn mo a.

• Ótograf/Foniks: omofòn  Pou idantifye de mo ki genyen menm son 
men ki eple diferaman. Aprè sa mande pitit ou a pou eple chak nan 
mo yo epi itilize chak nan yon fraz.

Konpreyansyon: konpare avèk kontras (gade paj 110)

Nan aktivite sa a, oumenm avèk pitit ou ap fè yon lis non de kèk karaktè 
nan liv yo, fi m,pwogram televizyon, oswa jwèt yo. Aprè sa travay ansanm 
pou ekri konsènan kijan karaktè ki sanble yo diferan.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

I’ll choose a word but keep it a secret. Then you’ll ask me yes-or-no 
questions about my secret word. Let’s see how many questions you 
have to ask before you guess the word.

guarantee nominate assume rely

sympathy weakling obviously supportive

Spelling Words

I’m going to identify two words that sound the same but are spelled 
differently. Then you’ll spell the words and use each one in a sentence. 
Watch out—some of the words are tricky! We can always check a 
dictionary if we aren’t sure of a meaning. 

sweet suite peer pier

currant current manner manor

pole poll stationary stationery

waist waste prey pray

presents presence council counsel

   

Challenge:  kernel colonel

Review: eruption forgetful allergic
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Comprehension: Compare and Contrast

How Do They Compare?
Let’s make a list of the names of some characters we can compare. The 
characters can come from movies, TV shows, games, or books. We’ll 
write the characters’ names in the bubbles. Then we’ll jot down some 
notes on how they’re alike and different.

Alike Different

Alike Different
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing 
on how changes in the environment 
affect living things. We will also be 
discussing factors that infl uence 
climate and how changes in climate 
affect the environment. 

Here are some activities that you can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 114)

• Words to Know: paragraph clues  In this activity, you and your 
child will read a paragraph and fi ll in each of the missing words with 
one of the vocabulary words.

• Spelling/Phonics: prefi xes  You will write each word on a card, 
leaving space between the prefi x and the rest of the word. Show 
your child the word, but cover the prefi x. Your child will tell you 
which of the beginnings (pre-, dis-, mis- or in-) starts the word.

Comprehension: compare and contrast (see page 115)

In this activity, you and your child read about what Paul, Nancy, and 
Jose like to do in the summer. Then your child will compare and 
contrast their ideas to see how they are alike and different.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase 
se centrará en cómo afectan los en 
el medioambiente a los seres vivos. 
También analizaremos los factores 
que infl uyen en el clima, y cómo 
afectan los cambios en el clima al 
medioambiente.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades que usted puede realizar con su hijo 
o hija para ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 114)

• Palabras para aprender: claves del párrafo  En esta actividad, lea 
con su hijo o hija un párrafo y completen las palabras que hacen falta 
con las palabras de vocabulario.

• Ortografía/Fonética: prefi jos  Escriba cada palabra en una tarjeta, y 
deje un espacio entre el prefi jo y el resto de la palabra. Muestre a su hijo 
o hija la palabra, pero cubra el prefi jo. Él o ella debe decirle con cuál de 
los comienzos (pre-, dis-, mis- o in-) inicia la palabra.

Comprensión: comparar y contrastar (Véase la página 115)

En esta actividad, usted y su hijo o hija deben leer acerca de lo que a 
Paul, Nancy y José les gusta hacer durante el verano. Luego, él o ella 
debe comparar y contrastar las ideas de los tres para ver sus similitudes y 
diferencias.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semèn sa a klas nou an pral 
konsantre sou kijan chanjman nan 
anviwonman afekte bagay k ap viv. 
Nou pral diskite egalman faktè yo ki 
enfl iyanse klima epi fason chanjman 
nan klima afekte anviwonman an.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade paj 114)

• Mo pou Konnen yo: endis paragraf yo  Nan aktivite sa a, oumenm 
avèk pitit ou a pral li yon paragraf epi konplete chak nan mo ki manke 
yo avèk youn nan mo vokabilè yo.

• Ótograf/Foniks: prefi ks yo  Ou pral ekri chak mo sou yon kat, kite 
espas ant prefi ks la ak rès mo a. Montre pitit ou a mo a, men kouvri 
prefi ks la. Pitit ou a pral di ou kiyès nan kòmansman yo (pre-, dis-, 
mis- oswa in-) kòmanse mo a.

Konpreyansyon: konpare avèk kontras (gade paj 115)

Nan aktivite sa a, oumenm avèk pitit ou a pral li konsènan kisa Paul, 
Nancy ak Jose renmen fè pandan ete a. Aprè sa pitit ou a ap konpare ak 
kontras ide yo pou wè kijan yo sanble.
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Words to Know

Let’s look at the vocabulary words and read the paragraph about 
changes in the Earth. Then we’ll choose words from the vocabulary list 
to fi ll in the blanks in the paragraph.

atmosphere receding stability gradual

variations noticeably decays impact

Some people think that the changes we are seeing in the climate are 
natural  in the weather that won’t have much of an  on people. 
But I disagree. Although the changes are , scientists say that the 

 is warming. The warming of the Earth will increase water levels in 
the oceans and land will be . These changes will  affect 
people. It will be harder to grow enough food for people because there will 
be less land. If the environment  further, the air will be more polluted 
and people can get sick. It could even affect the  of the whole planet.

Answers: variations; impact; gradual; atmosphere; receding; noticeably; decays; stability

Spelling Words 
These words all begin with either pre-, dis-, mis-,
or in-. I’ll write each of the words on a card. I’ll 
show them to you one at a time, but I’ll cover the 
beginning part. You tell me which of the beginnings 
makes sense and then spell the whole word. Be 
careful—some words can have more than one of 
these beginnings! 

prewash disable discolor mistaken

preheats mistrust incorrect disconnect

preview prejudge misjudge discomfort

dismount misunderstand disobey dishonest

injustice disapprove inexpensive indefi nite

Challenge: prehistoric misbehave

Review: presence stationary current

Word Workout
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Comprehension: Compare and Contrast

Alike, Yet Different
Three friends have different ideas about how to spend their summer 
vacation. Let’s read what each one has to say. Then we’ll decide how 
their ideas are similar and how they are different. 

Paul: I really enjoy spending as much time as 
possible outdoors during my summer vacations. I’m 
hoping my family will spend some time in the 
mountains so I can go hiking and horseback riding. I 
also want to do some swimming, but I want to swim in 
a lake—not in a swimming pool. If I’m really lucky, I’ll 
be able to go to the summer camp I went to last year. 
It’s out in the woods, and we learned all about 
camping and surviving in the wild.
Nancy: I like to spend my summer vacation taking 
swimming lessons because it’s something I can do 
outdoors. I’m not much on camping and stuff like that, 
but I like to be outdoors. There’s a community garden 
nearby that I like to work in. We grow vegetables and 
fl owers and then share what we harvest. If there’s 
anything left over, we give it to the local food bank for 
people who really need it. I wouldn’t mind going to day 
camp someplace in the city. That way I’ll have plenty 
of things to keep me busy.
Jose: I like to keep busy during my summer vacation, 
but I’m not a big outdoors person. I might get a 
summer job helping my uncle at his store. That would 
keep me busy, and you get to know a lot of people. I 
also like to read books and use my computer. Last 
year I went to computer camp. That was fun, and I 
learned a lot. Maybe I can do that again this year. I do 
like to go swimming at our community pool. I might 
take an advanced swimming course this summer.

1. What do Paul, Nancy, and Jose have in common about their ideas for 
their summer plans? How are they different? 

2. What are your ideas about how to spend summer vacation? How are 
they different from Paul, Nancy, and Jose? How are they similar? 
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be discussing how scientifi c knowledge 
changes over time. In particular, we will be focusing on our solar 
system and how knowledge of it changes as scientists gather
new information.

Here are some activities that you can do with your 
child to help reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing.

 Word Workout (see page 119)

• Words to Know: Greek roots  You and your child 
will select a topic about our solar system. Then you 
use the vocabulary words in sentences to discuss 
the topic.

• Spelling/Phonics: suffixes -less and -ness

You will say the beginning of a word, and your
child tells you whether the word ends with -less or 
-ness. Then he or she will spell the word and use
it in a sentence.

Comprehension: cause and effect (see page 120)

In this activity, you and your child work together to unscramble words. 
This will reveal the secret word that holds the clue to the end result of 
cause and effect.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase analizará cómo cambia el 
conocimiento científi co con el paso del tiempo. En especial, nos 
centraremos en nuestro sistema solar y en cómo lo que sabemos de él 
cambia a medida que los científi cos reúnen 
información nueva.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades que usted 
puede realizar con su hijo o hija para ayudarle a 
reforzar las destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 119)

• Palabras para aprender: raíces griegas  Escoja con 
su hijo o hija un tema acerca de nuestro sistema solar. 
Luego, usen las palabras de vocabulario en 
oraciones para analizar el tema.

• Ortografía/Fonética: sufi jos –less y -ness  Diga el 
comienzo de una palabra, y su hijo o hija debe 
decirle si la palabra termina con -less o -ness. Luego, 
él o ella deletra la palabra y la usa en una oración.

Comprensión: causa y efecto (Véase la página 120)

En esta actividad, usted y su hijo o hija deben trabajar juntos para ordenar 
las palabras. Esto revelará la palabra secreta que contiene la clave para el 
fi nal del proceso causa-efecto.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semèn sa a klas nou an pral diskite kijan konesans syantifi k chanje 
pandan letan. An patikilye, nou pral konsantre sou sistèm solèy nou an 
epi kijan konesans de li chanje amezi ke syantis yo ap rekeyi nouvo 
enfòmasyon.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou ede ranfòse 
konesans li nan egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade paj 119)

• Mo pou Konnen yo: rasin Grèk  Oumenm avèk 
pitit ou a pral seleksyone yon sijè konsènan sistèm 
solèy nou an. Aprè sa itilize mo vokabilè yo nan 
fraz pou diskite sijè a.

• Ótograf/Foniks: sifi ks -less avèk -ness  Ou pral 
di kòmansman yon mo, epi pitit ou a ap di w si mo 
a fi ni avèk -less oswa -ness. Aprè sa li pral eple mo 
a epi itilize li nan yon fraz.

Konpreyansyon: koz avèk efè (gade paj 120)

Nan aktivite sa a, oumenm avèk pitit ou a ap travay ansanm pou 
dechifre mo yo. Sa a pral revele mo sekre ki kenbe endis pou rezilta fi nal 
de koz a efè a.
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Words to Know

Let’s choose a topic that has to do with our solar system. Maybe it’s 
about the planets, the moon, the sun, or space travel. Then we’ll discuss 
the topic using as many of the vocabulary words as we can. First I’ll say 
a sentence using one of the vocabulary words, and then you add a 
sentence using a different word. We’ll take turns until we’ve gone through 
all of the words on the list.

orbit astronomical calculation criteria

diameter spheres approximately evaluate

Spelling Words

All of the spelling words end with either -ness or -less. I’ll say the 
beginning of a word, and you tell me the ending. Then you say the whole 
word, spell it, and use it in a sentence. 

sadness gladness needless harmless

darkness fullness stillness hopeless

fearless weakness bottomless foolishness

fondness effortless meaningless emptiness

forgiveness motionless ceaseless fi erceness

Challenge: weightlessness thoughtlessness

Review: disobey mistrust preview

Word Workout
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One Thing Leads to Another
The things we do can have an effect on the future. The choices we make 
can lead to changes. Unscramble the words and write them in the 
puzzle. Then read down the letters in the circles to fi nd the secret word. 

 1. BEOGL 2. SCUEA 3. FTFILOF 4. TOCKER

5. DPRUCTO 6. AIDTEMER 7. FETCEF 8. ULSTER

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

The secret word is .

Answers: 1. globe, 2. cause, 3. liftoff, 4. rocket, 5. product, 6. diameter,
7. effect, 8. result; Secret word: outcomes.

Comprehension: Cause and Effect
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on how natural events and human 
activities affect the environment. As an example, we will explore 
activities related to agriculture and the  environment.

Here are some activities that you 
can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 124)

• Words to Know: root words You 
will choose a list word and use it in 
a sentence, but leave out the word. 
Have your child guess the word. 
Then switch roles.

• Spelling/Phonics: -ion In this activity, you say a list word, and your 
child says and spells the word adding its -ion ending.

Comprehension: author’s point of view (see page 125) 

In this activity, you and your child read two articles about space 
exploration. After reading, discuss the authors’ points of view about 
the topic. Have your child write down his or her ideas.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se centrará en cómo afectan los 
sucesos naturales y las actividades humanas al medioambiente. Como 
ejemplo, exploraremos actividades 
relacionadas con la agricultura y el 
medioambiente.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades que 
usted puede realizar con su hijo o hija 
para ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas 
que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 124)

• Palabras para aprender: raíces Escoja una palabra de la lista y úsela 
en una oración, pero deje por fuera la palabra. Pídale a su hijo o hija 
que adivine la palabra. Luego cambien los papeles.

• Ortografía/Fonética: -ion En esta actividad, diga una palabra de la 
lista, y su hijo o hija debe decirla y luego deletrearla agregando la 
terminación -ion.

Comprensión: punto de vista del autor (Véase la página 125)

En esta actividad, su hijo o hija y usted leen dos artículos acerca de la 
exploración espacial. Después de leer, analicen el punto de vista del autor 
con respecto al tema. Pídale a él o ella que escriba sus ideas.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semèn sa a klas nou an pral konsantre sou kijan evènman natirèl ak 
aktivite imen afekte anviwonman an. Kòm yon egzanp n ap eksplore 
aktivite yo ki anrapò avèk agrikilti avèk anviwonman an.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, 
pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade paj 124)

• Mo pou Konnen yo: rasin mo yo  
Ou pral chwazi yon lis mo epi itilize 
li nan yon fraz, men kite mo a deyò. 
Fè pitit ou a devine mo a. Aprè sa 
chanje wòl yo.

• Ótograf/Foniks: -ion  Nan aktivite sa a, w ap di yon lis mo, epi pitit ou 
a ap di epi eple mo ki ajoute -ion nan fen li.

Konpreyansyon: pwen de vi otè a (gade paj 125)

Nan aktivite sa a, oumenm ak pitit ou a ap li de atik konsènan 
eksplorasyon spasyal. Aprè lekti a, diskite pwen de vi otè yo konsènan 
sijè a. Fè pitit ou a ekri lide li yo.
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Words to Know

I’ll choose one of the words and use it in a sentence, but I’ll leave out the 
word when I say the sentence. You fi gure out the word. Then you’ll give 
me a sentence with one of the words left out, and I’ll try to fi gure out the 
word. We can take turns until we’ve gone through all the words.

widespread unexpected probable agricultural

disorder declined identify thrive

Spelling Words

It looks like these words are all listed in pairs—a root word and the root 
word with an -ion ending. I’ll say the root word. Then you say and spell 
the word with its -ion ending. Be careful! Sometimes a letter is left off 
when the ending is added.

impress impression correct correction

locate location decorate decoration

confuse confusion estimate estimation

elect election discuss discussion

concentrate concentration exhaust exhaustion 

Challenge: conclude conclusion

Review: hopeless fearless forgiveness

Word Workout
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View

A Difference of Opinion
Let’s read about what two authors think about space exploration. Then 
we’ll discuss each author’s topic and point of view. We’ll jot down our 
thoughts and ideas in each of the boxes.

1. I think we should continue to spend money for the space program.
It is very important for the U.S. to be one of the leading countries in 
the development of space science and technology. Exploration has 
always been a part of human activity. After all, the European 
explorers in the 15th century made it possible to expand the known 
world. These explorers didn’t know what they would fi nd. It was a 
hardship to travel, but they did it anyway. This long-standing tradition 
of exploration should continue into space. Plus, space research 
brought us many new products that improve the quality of our life.

Topic: 

Point of view: 

2. Space research is great if you have the money to pay for it.
It’s a luxury that we can’t afford. It costs billions of dollars to
send astronauts into space, and what do we get 
out of it? We could send robots and unmanned 
space vehicles for a lot less money. There is so 
much that needs to be done right here on Earth, 
and that’s where our money should go. If we spent 
more money on researching cures for diseases, 
better transportations systems, and more efficient 
energy systems, think of all the advances that 
might follow. Do we really care if some bacteria 
lived on Mars thousands of years ago? I really think 
that all that money would be better spent improving 
our life here on Earth.

Topic: 

Point of view: 

pay for it.
dollars to
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on how different groups of people 
contribute to a single cause. For example, we will be taking a look at 
how different groups of people contributed to the war effort during the 
Second World War. 

Here are some activities that you 
can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be 
practicing.

Word Workout (see page 129)

• Words to Know: homophones 
You and your child will use the 
vocabulary words in sentences 
about a group of people getting 
ready to set off on an expedition 
to some unknown land.

• Spelling/Phonics: words with Greek roots  In this activity, you 
and your child work together to fi nd list words that have the same 
beginning or the same ending.

Comprehension: theme (see page 130)

You and your child are presented with several common themes. 
Together you will try to come up with the name of a TV show, movie, 
book, or article that has the same theme.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se enfocará en cómo diferentes 
grupos de personas contribuyen a una única causa. Por ejemplo, daremos 
un vistazo a cómo diferentes 
personas contribuyeron a los 
esfuerzos de guerra durante la 
Segunda Guerra Mundial.

Aquí encontrará algunas 
actividades que usted puede 
realizar con su hijo o hija para 
ayudarle a reforzar las destrezas 
que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 129)

• Palabras para aprender: homófonas  Con su hijo o hija usen las 
palabras del vocabulario en oraciones sobre un grupo de personas 
dispuestas a partir en una expedición a algún lugar desconocido.

• Ortografía/Fonética: palabras con raíces griegas  En esta actividad, 
trabaje con su hijo o hija para hallar una lista de palabras que tengan el 
mismo comienzo o la misma terminación.

Comprensión: tema (Véase la página 130)

Con su hijo o hija tienen varios temas comunes. Juntos traten de proponer 
el nombre de un programa de televisión, película, libro o artículo que tenga 
el mismo tema.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semèn sa a klas nou an pral konsantre sou kijan diferan gwoup moun 
kontribye a yon sèl koz. Pa egzanp, nou pral gade kijan diferan gwoup 
moun te kontribye a efò lagè a pandan dezyèm gè mondyal la.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, 
pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade paj 129)

• Mo pou Konnen yo: omofòn yo  
Oumenm avèk pitit ou a pral itilize 
mo vokabilè nan fraz yo konsènan 
yon gwoup moun k ap prepare pou 
ale nan yon ekspedisyon nan yon 
peyi etranje.

• Ótograf/Foniks: mo avèk rasin Grèk yo  Nan aktivite sa a, oumenm 
avèk pitit ou a ap travay ansanm pou jwenn lis mo yo ki genyen menm 
kòmansman oswa menm tèminezon.

Konpreyansyon: tèm (gade paj 130)

Oumenm avèk pitit ou a te prezante avèk plizyè tèm komen. Ansanm ou 
pral eseye vini avèk non yon pwogram televizyon, fi m, liv, oswa atik ki 
genyen menm tèm nan.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s begin with the fi rst word, bulletin, and start a story about a group of 
people setting off on an expedition to some unknown land. We’ll use 
each word in a sentence, going in order as we string words together to 
make the story.

bulletin recruits survival contributions

intercept operations enlisted diversity

Spelling Words

I’ll say one of the spelling words. You’ll see if you can fi nd another word 
with the same beginning or ending. Then you’ll spell your word, and I’ll 
pronounce it for you. Then we’ll switch roles: you’ll say a word, and I’ll 
fi nd one with the same beginning or ending. We’ll take turns until we’ve 
matched up as many of the words as we can. 

astronaut autograph mechanic telescope phonics

mechanical telephone astronomer telegram mythical

automatic myth automobile disaster telephoto

telegraph photograph television photography homophone

Challenge: videophone photogenic

Review: correction discussion decoration
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I Had a Theme…
There’s a theme fl oating around in each of these clouds. Let’s see if we 
can think of the name of a movie, TV show, video game, book, magazine 
article, or even conversation that has the same theme. We can jot down 
our ideas in each cloud. 

Comprehension: Theme

The World in Confl ict

   Inventions That 

Changed the World

Helping Those in Need

What the Future Holds

 Working Together

Good Against Evil
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on the actions people can take to 
get along with one another. We will also be discussing the causes of 
confl ict and what people can do to show respect and cooperation.

Here are some activities that you can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing.

 Word Workout (see page 134)

• Words to Know: connotation and 

denotation  In this activity, you and 
your child fi rst discuss the meaning 
of the vocabulary words. You can use 
a dictionary for help. Then you will work together to use pairs of 
words in sentences.

• Spelling/Phonics: words with Latin roots  You and your child will 
take turns playing a word game. You begin spelling a word, and your 
child breaks in when he or she knows what the word is and 
completes the spelling.

Comprehension: theme (see page 135)

In this activity, you and your child are presented with some themes 
and imaginary book titles. Work together to add some details to the 
books based on their themes.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se enfocará en lo que puede hacer la 
gente para llevarse bien con los demás. También analizaremos las causas 
del confl icto y lo que la gente puede 
hacer para mostrar respeto y 
cooperación.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo o 
hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 134)

• Palabras para aprender: connotación y denotación  En esta 
actividad, con su hijo o hija analicen primero el signifi cado de las 
palabras del vocabulario. Como ayuda, pueden usar un diccionario. 
Luego trabajen juntos para usar parejas de palabras en oraciones.

• Ortografía/Fonética: palabras con raíces latinas  Túrnense con su 
hijo o hija en un juego de palabras. Usted comienza deletreando una 
palabra y él o ella interrumpe cuando sepa cuál es la palabra y termina 
de deletrearla.

Comprensión: tema (Véase la página 135)

En esta actividad, a su hijo o hija y a usted se les presentan algunos 
temas y títulos imaginarios de libros. Trabajen juntos para agregar algunos 
detalles al libro con base en sus temas.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semèn sa a klas nou an pral konsantre sou aksyon moun kapab pran 
pou ka viv avèk youn lòt. Nou pral diskite egalman koz konfl i yo epi kisa 
moun kapab fè pou montre respè avèk koperasyon.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade paj 134)

• Mo pou Konnen yo: konotasyon 

avèk denotasyon  Nan aktivite sa a, 
oumenm avèk pitit ou a ap diskite 
premyèman siyifi kasyon mo vokabilè 
yo. Ou kapab itilize yon diksyonè pou ede ou. Aprè sa w ap travay 
ansanm pou itilize mo pè yo nan paragraf yo.

• Ótograf/Foniks: mo avèk rasin laten yo  Oumenm avèk pitit ou a 
pral atou de wòl jwe yon jwèt mo. W ap kòmanse eple yon mo, epi pitit 
ou a antre lè li konnen sa mo a ye epi konplete òtograf la.

Konpreyansyon: tèm (gade paj 135)

Nan aktivite sa a, oumenm avèk pitit ou a ap prezante avèk kèk tèm ak 
tit liv imajinè yo. Travay ansanm pou ajoute kèk detay a liv yo baze sou 
tèm yo.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s talk about the meaning of each list word. Then we can pair two 
words and use them in one sentence. For example, if we paired the 
words taunting and abruptly, we might come up with this sentence: The 
taunting abruptly stopped when the teacher walked into the classroom.  
Let’s see how many different pairs we can use.

taunting abruptly collided intervene

ally confi dent protective confl ict

Spelling Words

Let’s take turns playing a word game. First, I’ll begin spelling one of the 
words on the list. I’ll keep adding letters until you guess the word and 
spell the rest of it. We’ll see how many letters I say before you break in. 
Then it’ll be your turn to choose a word and begin spelling it for me.

subtraction mission distract attraction transport

export transportation import spectacle dismiss

tractor committee missile intermission inspect

inspector spectator respect portable suspect

Challenge: spectacular protractor

Review: telescope astronaut photograph
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Comprehension: Theme

What’s It All About?
Here are some themes and some imaginary book titles to go with them. 
Let’s see if we can add some details to go with the books. We’ll have to 
give it some thought to be sure our details match the themes. 

Theme: Getting to know you

Book Title: Remarkable People I’ve Met

Details: 

Theme: The price of hatred

Book Title: The Day the Music Stopped

Details: 

Theme: Working together

Book Title: A Flood in My Town

Details: 

Theme: Learning about cultures

Book Title: Travels on the Seven Seas

Details: 
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on how living things adapt to their 
environment. We will also talk about how adaptation helps animals 
survive in their environments, even when they are extreme.

Here are some activities that you can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing.

 Word Workout (see page 139)

• Words to Know: paragraph clues

In this activity, you say a word on the 
vocabulary list and your child writes 
down the fi rst thing that pops into his or 
her head. When you’ve gone through all 
the words, go back and discuss what 
your child wrote.

• Spelling/Phonics: words from mythology  You and your child 
play a word game to see how many of the list words your child can 
spell in one minute. Then try a second round to see if your child can 
spell more words in the same time.

Comprehension: cause and effect (see page 140)

In this activity, you and your child work together to fi nd words in 
a cause-and-effect word search puzzle.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se enfocará en cómo los seres vivos 
se adaptan a su medioambiente. También hablaremos sobre cómo la 
adaptación ayuda a los animales a 
sobrevivir en sus hábitats, incluso 
cuando son extremos.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo 
o hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos 
practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 139)

• Palabras para aprender: claves en párrafos  En esta actividad, usted 
dice una palabra de la lista de vocabulario y su hijo o hija escribe lo 
primero que se le viene a la mente. Cuando hayan terminado con todas 
las palabras, regresen y analicen lo que él o ella escribió.

• Ortografía/Fonética: palabras de la mitología  Haga con su hijo o hija 
un juego de palabras para ver cuántas palabras de la lista puede 
deletrear él o ella en un minuto. Luego hagan una segunda ronda para 
ver si puede deletrear más palabras en el mismo tiempo.

Comprensión: causa y efecto (Véase la página 140)

En esta actividad, trabaje con su hijo o hija para hallar palabras en un 
crucigrama de causa y efecto.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semèn sa a klas nou an pral konsantre sou kijan bagay ki gen vi adapte 
nan anviwonman yo. Nou pral pale egalman konsènan fason adaptasyon 
ede bèt yo siviv nan anviwonman yo, menm lè yo ekstrèm.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade paj 139)

• Mo pou Konnen yo: endis paragraf 

yo  Nan aktivite sa a, ou di yon mo nan 
lis vokabilè a epi pitit ou a ap ekri 
premye bagay ki monte nan tèt li. Ou fi n 
pase tout mo yo, retounen epi diskite sa 
pitit ou a te ekri a.

• Ótograf/Foniks: mo yo ki sòti nan mitoloji  Oumenm avèk pitit ou a 
jwe yon jwèt mo pou wè konbyen mo nan lis la pitit ou a kapab eple 
nan yon minit. Aprè sa eseye yon dezyèm fwa pou wè si pitit ou a 
kapab eple plis mo nan menm tan an.

Konpreyansyon: koz avèk efè (gade paj 140)

Nan aktivite sa a, oumenm avèk pitit ou a travay ansanm pou jwenn mo 
yo nan rechèch mo kwaze koz avèk efè.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

It looks like most of the words on the list could have something to do with 
animals or the environment. With that in mind, let’s try this game. I’ll say 
a word, and you write down the fi rst thing that pops into your head. 
When I’ve gone through all the words, we’ll take a look at what you wrote 
and see if we can fi gure out why you wrote it.

forage dormant frigid adaptation

insulates agile cache hibernate 

Spelling Words

I’ll pick a word and say it aloud. You spell the word I say as quickly as 
you can. I’ll time you and check how many words you spell correctly in 
one minute. Then we’ll see if you can improve on the second round, 
using up any words we didn’t spell the fi rst time.

clothes parasol Olympics cycle salute

lunar January fortune territory cyclone

fury atlas cereal furious terrace

gigantic echo ocean strength gracious

Challenge: jovial venerable

Review: suspect inspect mission
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Comprehension: Cause and Effect

This Happens, That Happens
Use the cause-and-effect clues below to fi gure out the words that are in 
the word search puzzle. Find and circle each word. All of the words go 
across or up and down. Hint: one of the words is backwards!

Clues:

•  what causes seals to swim

•  the season that causes bears to hibernate

•  a possible effect of too much rain

• what causes camels to drink

•  an effect of the temperature falling below 32°F

• what causes a dog to wag its tail

•  the possible effect of a crack in the sidewalk

• the effect of bees collecting pollen 

W I N T E R D S X B

T H I R S T O M L D

R X T I X H J O K E

U H A P P I N E S S

M O F P M F L O O D

A N S R E P P I L F

T E H D X P X O I D

C Y J S H H X V C Q

K V D H P P U R E E

Answers: fl ippers (backwards), fl ood, ice, trip, winter, thirst, happiness, honey
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Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection

Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on what effect our activities have 
on the world. We will also talk about the consequences of human 
actions on the environment.

Here are some activities that
you can do with your child to
help reinforce the skills we’ll
be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 144)

• Words to Know: synonyms and antonyms  In this activity, you 
say a word or phrase and your child responds with a vocabulary 
word that means the same or nearly the same thing.

• Spelling/Phonics: prefi xes uni-, bi-, tri-, cent-  You will say a 
spelling word but leave off the prefi x. You child will tell you the prefi x 
and then spell the word.

Comprehension: problem and solution (see page 145)

In this activity, you and your child use clues to discover who has what 
amongst the friends that have come together to clean up a vacant lot 
in their neighborhood.
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se enfocará en los efectos que tienen 
nuestras actividades en el mundo. También hablaremos sobre las 
consecuencias de las acciones 
humanas sobre el medioambiente.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo o 
hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 144)

• Palabras para aprender: sinónimos y antónimos  En esta actividad, 
usted dice una palabra o frase y su hijo o hija responde con una palabra 
del vocabulario que signifi que lo mismo o casi lo mismo.

• Ortografía/Fonética: prefi jos uni-, bi-, tri-, cent-  Deletree una palabra 
pero sin el prefi jo. Su hijo o hija dice el prefi jo y deletrea toda la palabra.

Comprensión: problema y solución (Véase la página 145)

En esta actividad, con su hijo o hija usen claves para descubrir quién tiene 
qué entre los amigos que se han reunido para limpiar un lote baldío en su 
vecindario.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semèn sa a klas nou an pral konsantre sou ki efè aktivite nou yo genyen 
sou mond lan. Nou pral pale egalman konsènan konsekans aktivite imen 
yo sou anviwonman an.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, 
pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade paj 144)

• Mo pou Konnen yo: sinonim ak 

antonim  Nan aktivite sa a, ou di yon mo oswa fraz epi pitit ou a 
reponn avèk yon mo vokabilè ki siyifi  menm bagay oswa preske menm 
bagay.

• Ótograf/Foniks: prefi ks uni-, bi-, tri-, cent-  Ou pral di yon mo 
òtograf men kite prefi ks la. Pitit ou a pral di ou prefi ks la epi aprè sa 
eple mo a.

Konpreyansyon: pwoblèm ak solisyon (gade paj 145)

Nan aktivite sa a, oumenm avèk pitit ou a itilize endis pou dekouvri kisa 
ki gen pami zanmi yo ki vin ansanm pou netwaye yon teren vid nan 
vwazinaj yo a
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Word Workout

Words to Know

I’m going to say a word or a phrase. Then you look at the vocabulary list 
and tell me which vocabulary word means the same or almost the same 
thing. (Words and phrases to use: scenic view, estates, shiny, send 
overseas, local, sway, renew, recommended)

plantations urged landscape infl uence

glistening export native restore

Spelling Words

I see that all of the spelling words begin with prefi xes: tri-, uni-, bi-, or 
centi-. I’ll say the words one at a time, but I’ll leave off the prefi x. You tell 
me what the prefi x is and then spell the word. Some prefi xes can be 
used to make more than one of the list words. We’ll be sure to use 
them all.

tripod century unify triangle bicycle

unison triplet binoculars centipede bisect

tricycle biweekly unicorn universe centimeter

trio unicycle triple uniform university

Challenge: bilingual trilogy

Review: cereal terrace atlas
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Comprehension: Problem and Solution

Who Has What?
We’re going to solve the problem fi ve friends have when they go to clean 
up an abandoned lot in their neighborhood. Each person needs one 
item. Here’s how to fi nd out who has what.

Directions:

1.  Read each clue. When a clue tells you a person does not have a 
certain item, write an X in the chart in the matching row and column. 

2. When you have four Xs in a row or column, write Yes in the 
remaining box in that row or column.

3. When you have a Yes in a box, write an X in any remaining
boxes in that row or column.

4. Keep looking across and down as you play, 
seeing where you can write X or Yes.

Clues:

• Neither Tony nor Tina has a rake.

• Without rakes, no one has a plan.

•  Debra has no gloves, and she has no plan.

• Joe has no shovels, but he sure would like a bag.

• Rick has no bags, and so he doesn’t have a plan.

• Gloves would help Tina and Tony.

• With no bags, Tony doesn’t know what to do.

bags rakes gloves shovels plan

Tony

Tina

Joe

Debra

Rick 

Answers: Tony—shovels; Tina—bags; Joe—plan; Debra—rakes;
Rick—gloves.
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Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on how our connections to other 
people can teach us things about ourselves. We will also be turning to 
poetry to learn how these connections affect us and others.

Here are some activities that you 
can do with your child to help 
reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 149)

• Words to Know: personifi cation 

You and your child will take turns 
using one of the vocabulary words 
in a sentence, but leaving the 
word out. You will then guess the missing word based on the rest of 
the sentence. 

• Spelling/Phonics: suffixes -ible and -able  In this activity, you 
give your child a word, and he or she tells you whether it has an 
-ible or an -able ending before spelling it aloud.

Comprehension: point of view (see page 150)

You and your child read three different paragraphs about traveling to 
learn about different people and cultures. After reading, you’ll discuss 
and compare the point of view of each article.

Home-School ConnectionHome-School Connection
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 Conexión con el hogar Conexión con el hogar

Estimados familiares:
Durante esta semana nuestra clase se enfocará en cómo nuestras 
relaciones con otras personas pueden enseñarnos cosas sobre nosotros 
mismos. También estudiaremos 
poesía para aprender cómo estas 
relaciones nos afectan y a los 
demás.

Aquí encontrará algunas actividades 
que usted puede realizar con su hijo 
o hija para ayudarle a reforzar las 
destrezas que estaremos 
practicando.

Ejercicios con las palabras (Véase la página 149)

• Palabras para aprender: personifi cación  Túrnense con su hijo o hija 
usando una de las palabras del vocabulario en una oración, pero 
dejando por fuera la palabra. Luego, con base en la oración, traten de 
adivinar la palabra que falta.

• Ortografía/Fonética: prefi jos -ible y –able  En esta actividad, asigne a 
su hijo o hija una palabra y él o ella dice si esta tiene la terminación -ible 
o –able antes de deletrearla en voz alta.

Comprensión: punto de vista (Véase la página 150)

Con su hijo o hija lean los tres diferentes párrafos sobre viajes para 
aprender sobre diferentes personas y culturas. Después de la lectura, 
analicen y comparen el punto de vista de cada artículo.
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 Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl Koneksyon ant Lakay ak Lekòl

Bonjou, Moun ki Responsab Elèv la:
Semèn sa a klas nou an pral konsantre sou kijan koneksyon nou avèk 
lòt moun kapab anseye nou bagay konsènan tèt pa nou. Nou pral 
egalman tounen a pwezi pou aprann kijan koneksyon sa yo afekte nou 
avèk lòt yo.

Men kèk aktivite ou ka fè ak pitit ou, 
pou ede ranfòse konesans li nan 
egzèsis nou pral fè yo.

Egzèsis avèk Mo (gade paj 149)

• Mo pou Konnen: pèsonifi kasyon  
Oumenm avèk pitit ou a pral atou de 
wòl itilize youn nan mo vokabilè yo 
nan yon fraz men kite mo a deyò. Ou pral devine mo ki manke a baze 
sou rès fraz la.

• Ótograf/Foniks: sifi ks -ible ak -able  Nan aktivite sa a, ou bay pitit 
ou a yon mo, epi li di ou si li gen yon tèminezon -ible oswa –able 
anvan li eple li awot vwa.

Konpreyansyon: pwen de vi (gade paj 150)

Oumenm avèk pitit ou a li twa diferan paragraf konsènan vwayaj pou 
aprann osijè diferan pèp ak kilti yo. Aprè lekti a, ou pral diskite epi 
konpare pwen de vi chak atik.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s defi ne the words. Then I’ll say a sentence using one of the 
vocabulary words, but I’ll leave out the word. You see if you can guess 
the missing word. Once we’ve gone through the words, it will be your 
turn to make up sentences, and I’ll try to guess the missing word.

blares errand exchange connection

Spelling Words

I notice that all of these words end either in -ible or -able. I’ll give you a 
word. Before you spell it, you’ll tell me which ending it has. Some of the 
words are tricky because a letter is dropped before the ending is added. 
We’ll keep an eye out for those words!

enjoyable unbelievable honorable comfortable

possible usable breakable bearable

capable convertible unreasonable respectable

favorable collapsible sensible invisible

laughable affordable likable suitable

Challenge: manageable tangible

Review: uniform bicycle triangle
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Comprehension: Point of View

How Do You Feel About It?
The three statements below were written by three different people. Let’s 
read each one and then discuss each person’s point of view. We’ll jot 
down our ideas and then compare them when we’re fi nished. 

I have never traveled to another country and don’t really want to. I can 
learn everything I need to know right where I am. Traveling to other 
countries is expensive, and you have to put up with people who aren’t 
like you. You can’t understand what people are saying because they 
speak a different language. I can learn about other cultures by reading 
books or watching television, and it’s a lot cheaper and more convenient. 

 Point of View: 

My dream is to go to someplace new at least once every year. I think 
traveling to different places is a great experience. Not only do I get to 
see new and interesting things, but I get to meet new people. It is a 
great way to learn how people from other cultures are alike and 
different. Once you get to know people—no matter where they are 
from, you learn that they aren’t as different as you thought.

Point of View: 

I think one the best ways to learn about people from different cultures 
is to visit them in their homeland. There’s nothing better than a one-on-
one experience to really get to know someone. Of course, there are 
people from many cultures here in the United States. It doesn’t take a 
lot of effort to learn about all kinds of people and cultures right here in 
my backyard. It always amazes me how much people are basically 
alike even though their backgrounds may be completely different.

Point of View: 
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