
Grade 4 
Selections includes narrative and  

informational texts from numerous  
genres and cross-curricular connections.

Getting Started
Student Anthology
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland excerpted from a larger work 
by Lewis Carroll (Fantasy)

Unit 1: Making a Difference
Student Anthology
Ava and Pip excerpted from a larger work by Carol Weston 
(Realistic Fiction)
Louis Braille’s Gift to the Blind by Tanya Anderson (Biography)
Charlotte’s Web excerpted from a larger work by E.B. White 
(Fantasy)
Seeds of Change: Planting a Path to Peace by Jen Cullerton 
Johnson (Biography)
Nelson Mandela by Kadir Nelson (Biography)
The Statesman by J. Patrick Lewis (Poetry)
More Than a Game: Making a Difference Through Athletics  
by Dennis Fertig (Biography)
Swim, Girl, Swim by J. Patrick Lewis (Poetry)

Unit 2: Science Fair
Student Anthology
The Discovery Fair by Vidas Barzdukas (Play)
Ruby Goldberg’s Bright Idea excerpted from a larger work  
by Anna Humphrey (Realistic Fiction)
Michael Built a Bicycle by Jack Prelutsky (Poetry)
My Brothers’ Flying Machine: Wilbur, Orville, and Me  
by Jane Yolen (Narrative Nonfiction)
The Diary of Orville Wright, 1903 excerpted from a larger work 
by Orville Wright (Primary Source—Diary)
Crazy Boys by Beverly McLoughland (Poetry)
Godspeed, John Glenn by Richard Hilliard (Biography)
To Space & Back excerpted from a larger work by Sally Ride  
with Susan Okie (Autobiography)
An Out-of-This-World Experience by Matthew Martinez 
(Informational Text)
 

  

Program: Open_Court_Reading

Vendor: APTARA

PDF PASSComponent: SA_U02_S06

Grade: 4

168

Watching buzzards,

Flying kites,

Lazy, crazy boys

The Wrights. They

Tried to fly

Just like a bird

Foolish dreamers

Strange. Absurd. We

Scoffed and scorned

Their dreams of flight

But we were wrong

And they were Wright.

Crazy Boys
by Beverly McLoughland

illustrated by Kailey Whitney

Essential Questions

Why do inventors need courage?  

How can having perseverance pay off?
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On February 20, 1962, on a launch 

platform at Cape Canaveral, Florida, 

John was strapped into the small 

Mercury capsule, called Friendship 7.  

As the countdown ended, the giant Atlas 

rocket engine roared to life, slowly raising 

the spacecraft off the launch platform. 

As John’s capsule cleared the tower, 

astronaut Scott Carpenter radioed the 

world, “Godspeed, John Glenn,” wishing 

him good luck as he rose into the sky. 
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Wangari had an idea as small as a seed but as tall as a 

tree that reaches for the sky. “Harabee! Let’s work together!” 

she said to her countrywomen—mothers like her. Wangari 

dug deep into the soil, a seedling by her side. “We must  

plant trees.”
Many women listened. Many planted seedlings. Some men 

laughed and sneered. Planting trees was women’s work, they 

said. Others complained that Wangari was too outspoken— 

with too many opinions and too much education for a woman.

Wangari refused to listen to those who criticized her.

Instead she told them, “Those trees [you] are cutting down 

today were not planted by [you] but by those who came 

before. You must plant trees that will benefit the community 

to come, like a seedling with sun, good soil, and abundant 

rain, the roots of our future will bury themselves in the 

ground and a canopy of hope will reach the sky.” 
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Above the squirrel’s burrow, an arctic fox searches for prey. The 
fox picks up the scent of voles beneath the snow. These mouselike 
animals are huddling in their nest to keep warm. Like an acrobat, 
the fox springs high into the air and pounces on the voles. Breaking 
through the snow, he traps one by surprise.The arctic fox keeps warm in frigid temperatures because he 
wears two winter coats. His dense underfur insulates him like the down in a fluffy sleeping bag. His thick outer coat has tiny air 
pockets inside the hair shafts, instead of color pigment. The  snow-white coat perfectly camouflages the fox for hunting prey 
and escaping predators. Fur also covers the soles of his paws, and 
his big, bushy tail provides extra warmth.
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Unit 3: Our Heritage, Our History
Student Anthology
The Unbreakable Code by Sara Hoagland Hunter  
(Historical Fiction)
Ben and the Emancipation Proclamation by Pat Sherman 
(Narrative Nonfiction)
The Emancipation Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln  
(Historical Document)
Fiona’s Lace by Patricia Polacco (Historical Fiction)
Hope and Tears: Ellis Island Voices by Gwenyth Swain 
(Informational Text) 
My Diary from Here to There by Amada Irma Pérez  
(Historical Fiction)
Fish for Jimmy by Katie Yamasaki (Historical Fiction)
Shaped by Words by Margarita Engle (Poetry)

Unit 4: Adaptations in Action
Student Anthology
How & Why Stories excerpted from a larger work  
by Martha Hamilton and Mitch Weiss (Folktales)
Animal Defense Academy by Nicole Gill (Informational Text)
Masters of Illusion by Jean Enicks (Informational Text)
Ghost Crab by David L. Harrison (Poetry)
Plants Found a Way by Lynn Williams (Narrative Nonfiction)
The Trees Speak by Maggie Smith-Beehler (Poetry)
Survival at 40 Below by Debbie S. Miller (Informational Text)
Survival at 120 Above by Debbie S. Miller (Informational Text) 

Unit 5: National Treasures
Student Anthology
Paul Revere’s Ride by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  
(Narrative Poem)
Give Me Liberty! The Story of the Declaration of Independence 
excerpted from a larger work by Russell Freedman  
(Informational Text)
Let Independence Ring by Tanya Anderson (Poetry)
Our Constitution: A Blueprint for Government by William Bale 
(Informational Text)
Mice in the Mint by Karen Martin (Fantasy)
Lady Liberty: A Biography by Doreen Rappaport  
(Narrative Nonfiction)
The New Colossus by Emma Lazarus (Poetry)
The Smithsonian by Elliot Young (Informational Text)

Unit 6: Literature Meets Art
Student Anthology
Paul Bunyan by Dennis Fertig (Tall Tale)
The Labors of Hercules by Vidas Barzdukas (Myth)
Ode on a Herculean Vase by Andreas Chryssos (Poetry)
Little Red Riding Hood by Brothers Grimm retold by Karen Martin 
(Folktale)
The Sun and the Moon by David Park (Folktale)
Sleeping Beauty excerpted from a larger work by Wendy Jones 
(Fairy Tale)
Old Books, New Ideas by Jack Oliver (Explanatory Text)
Inspiration by Maggie Smith-Beehler (Poetry)
The Doomed Prince by Paul Thompson (Play)

By June 1776, the thirteen American colonies had 

been at war with Great Britain for more than a year. 

Representing each colony, members of the Continental 

Congress met in Philadelphia. They debated General 

Washington’s needs for the war effort as well as what to 

do about the colonies’ relationship with Britain.

In January of that year, a writer named Thomas 

Paine had published a pamphlet, Common Sense. Many 

colonists read it and agreed with its message: the time 

had come for independence. So it was that in June 1776, 

the Continental Congress agreed to draft what would 

become a historic statement.

by Russell Freedman 

Genre Informational Text
Essential Questions
Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?  

What was its purpose?

The Story of the Declaration of Independence

GIVE ME LIBERTY !
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Taro crept from shadow to shadow 

until he arrived at the fence. He glanced at 

the guards in the distance. Impossible as 

it was, he feared they could hear his heart 

pounding in his chest. 

He clipped the fence and slipped into  

the darkness. 

Taro ran fast and far until, breathing 

heavily, he arrived at a mountain. A trickle  

of water led to a quiet pool, where still, black 

water reflected in the night sky.

Standing in the pool, Taro felt fish bump 

against his legs. He slowly lowered his 

hands into the water and let his fingers sway like reeds. He silently 

asked the river fish to help his brother.

A fish swam to the swaying fingers, and Taro caught it.  

He caught another and another until he had seven fish for Jimmy. 
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