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Experience 
the World. 
Shape the 
Future.
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Why  
does it  
matter?

How did  
that happen?
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What does 
it have to do 
with me?

Making an  
Impact Starts  
with Engagement.
IMPACT: California Social Studies is a dynamic, 
student-centered program designed to help 
teachers make an impact in the classroom, 
and to inspire students to make an impact on 
the world around them.

Engage students in the lives of the people 
who made history, allow them to experience 
relevancy through active learning, and 
empower them to develop empathy and 
critical thinking skills. Students will gain the 
tools they need to understand their place in 
the world, to take action in society, and to 
succeed in college, career and civic life.

11118_Impact_6-8_Overview_Brochure_v7.indd   3 7/7/2017   1:38:03 PM



IMPACT supports students in 

the art and strategy of inquiry. 

Analysis and action are at the 

program’s forefront, engaging 

students with essential 

questions that ask them to 

actively participate in their 

social studies learning like 

never before.

IMPACT provides support 

to help students deeply 

comprehend what they 

read, write effectively 

and persuasively, and 

communicate clearly  

with purpose.

Built to Prepare California Students 
to be Citizens of the World
Created to meet the vision of the California History-Social Science 
Framework and Standards, IMPACT: California Social Studies was intentionally 
written with a focus on Inquiry, Literacy, Content, and Citizenship.
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Let’s make an 
impact on the 
next generation 
of informed and 
engaged citizens.

IMPACT allows students to 

see themselves as a part 

of the global community 

by highlighting current 

events, celebrating unique 

and diverse individuals, and 

connecting the past with 

the present. Students are 

encouraged to take action for 

true civic engagement.
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Ignite Curiosity and  
Cultivate Meaning 

Want to see your classroom fired up about social studies? Get your 
students talking! Engage students with compelling essential questions, 
interactive resources, and powerful stories that help them see themselves 
as part of history, and watch the world come alive for them.

Rich print and online resources help you meet your students where they 
are, build understanding, and make learning relevant. 

It’s all online! Go to mhecalifornia.com
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Interactive Maps

Making Connections

Relevant Videos

   Compelling Essential Questions empower students 
to relate their learning to big ideas and enduring 
themes, and to frame their own questions.

   Bellringers capture attention and introduce students 
to the lesson content.

   The Story Begins, Biographies, and Literature place 
students in the middle of compelling events and 
stories and introduce them to historical figures.

   Making Connections show how events of the past 
have an impact on the present and future.

   Interactive timelines and maps immerse students  
in the time and place of the narrative. 

   Relevant videos enrich the learning experience with 
dynamic commentary and different perspectives.

   Audio narration helps those learners who 
prefer to listen to text.

   Full Resource Library is just a click away, and is  
easily searchable. Find videos, infographics, political 
cartoons, images, graphic novels, plus add your own 
favorite resources!

Full Resource Library
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Student Ediiton: Points of View Feature

Compare & Contrast

Spark Inquiry and  
Promote Critical Thinking
Equip students to think critically through active learning.  
By researching, evaluating sources, and completing evidence-based  
writing tasks, students learn how to reach informed conclusions and  
take action – hallmarks of thinking like a historian!

Inquiry Journal: Primary Source Activity

   Diverse Primary Source activities provide ample 
opportunities for critical analysis.

   Inquiry Journal, an interactive worktext to the 
Student Edition, provides extension activities that 
focus on source analysis and evidence-based writing. 

   Inquiry projects and hands-on investigations initiate 
active learning, while promoting collaboration  
with peers.

   Multiple perspective features help students see 
diverse perspectives, while helping them formulate 
their own unique point of view.

   Economic, Geographic, Historical, and Civic 
reasoning activities develop essential history-social 
science skills. 

   Compare & contrast, sequencing, cause & effect, and 
document-based performance tasks probe for deep 
understanding. 

It’s all online! Go to mhecalifornia.com

Tech-enhanced Performance Task

Asking 
Essential 
Questions

How does 
conflict 
develop?

How do 
governments 
change?
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Success in the social studies depends on strong literacy. Built-in reading 
and writing opportunities and integrated English Language Development 
support help improve literacy skills so students can access complex text 
and make meaningful connections to the content.

Provide Meaningful Access to 
Content through Literacy Support

   Dedicated ELA activities integrated throughout 
the student materials for close reading, writing, and 
vocabulary building.

   Annotation tools, graphic organizers, and Foldables™ 
support reading comprehension.

   Evidence-based writing improves students’ ability  
to clearly communicate informed arguments  
and opinions.

   Opportunities to develop speaking and listening skills 
that encourage discussion and collaboration.

   Language Learners Teaching Guide, an online 
resource, provides helpful strategies for addressing 
the needs of English learners, and can be used to 
support Integrated and Designated ELD. 

   Leveled reading options that you can designate  
for differentiation.

    Spanish Student Edition  
and Inquiry Journal, and  

other Spanish instructional support available in  
print and online.

Spanish Resources

Graphic Organizer

76

NOMBRE      FECHA      CLASE     

¿Qué sabes?  
La China imperial 
	

Busca las parejas 
 
 
 

Instrucciones Repasa lo que has aprendido sobre la China antigua 
con este juego de formar parejas. Recorta las tarjetas. Mézclalas y 
colócalas boca abajo en una mesa. Luego busca la pareja de cada tarjeta 
uniendo cada término con su definición. 
 
 
 
 
 

Emperatriz Wu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

porcelana 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cerámica fina 
horneada a  
temperaturas 
altas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
líder mongol que 
lideró la invasión 
de China 

 
 
 
palacios y edificios 
gubernamentales 
construidos 
durante la  
dinastía Ming  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genghis Khan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
conecta los ríos             
Huang He y  
Yangtsé 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  el mandato del 
  cielo 

 
 
 
 
 
Gran Canal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
creencia de que  
el derecho de 
gobernar del rey 
chino proviene  
de los dioses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ciudad imperial 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
única mujer en la 
historia china que 
gobernó por sí        
misma 
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Language Learners Teaching Guide (online PDF)
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Compelling 
Content Inspires 
Action
Juxtaposing diverse narratives with current 
events and hands-on projects leads students 
to expand their worldviews. When students 
make critical real-world connections that 
illuminate the ‘why’ for their learning, the 
impact is tangible: they come to realize that 
they have the power to shape the world 
around them.

Take Action and 

additional ideas for 

community connections 

help teachers inspire civic 

engagement by applying 

learning through action 

in the community.

It’s all online! Go to mhecalifornia.com
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Hands-on projects 

provide context 

through application 

and problem solving.

BTW (By the Way) and 

Election Central websites 

curated by McGraw-Hill 

provide trustworthy 

access to current topics  

and events.

StudySync® Blasts allow 

students to express their 

opinions on high-interest 

topics, sparking debate on 

current issues and events.

Take your students 

Beyond the Classroom 

with Google Expeditions. 

These virtual field trips 

are supported with 

reinforcing activities and 

teacher instructions for 

seamless implementation.

Modern day 

skill-building 

activities 

prepare 

students for 

real-world tasks.

POWERED BY STUDYSYNC™
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You are a reason your students love learning. Our goal is to help you  
spark the kind of engagement that turns curiosity, knowledge, and  
critical thinking into empowered citizenship. That’s IMPACT. 

We support today’s social studies classroom with strong content that 
is fully standards aligned and written for the California History-Social 
Science Framework. The Teacher’s Edition and Online Teacher Center 
provide everything you need to create and customize dynamic lessons, 
presentations, and assignments. 

Flexible Resources Fully Support 
You in Your Classroom

Online Teacher Center

It’s all online! Go to mhecalifornia.com
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Lesson Planning Page

Content Standards

   Lesson plans and presentations come ready-to-go  
to save you time, or can be easily customized for 
your classroom.

   Planning guides to offer you with a custom path to 
use the IMPACT resources: print, digital, inquiry or 
hands-on projects to teach your way.

   Interactive Correlations Review Tool provides an  
on-the-spot view of how students will progress 
towards the standards for every chapter and lesson.

   Differentiation strategies and superior ELA & ELD 
support help you reach every learner.

   Discussion and messaging system allow for teacher-
student communication and collaboration.

   Google Drive integration enables you to upload your 
own favorite resources.

   Reports track class or individual student progress 
towards content, skills, and standards mastery.

Chapter Planning Page

Reports

Interactive Correlations Review Tool
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Assess Individual  
and Class-wide Learning Needs
IMPACT: California Social Studies offers print and online diagnostic, formative, 
and summative assessments to help you track progress and address 
individual student and whole class needs.

   Pre-tests, chapter tests, and lesson quizzes come  
pre-built, or can be easily customized online.

   With powerful search, filter, and editing tools, the 
easy-to-use online assessment generator helps you 
create your own tests and quizzes based on the 
standards or lesson content. Share with colleagues 
across the hall or across the district.

   Assessments utilize a variety of question types: 
- selected response 
- short answer 
- essay 
- document-based 
- tech-enhanced 
- SBAC-aligned

   Easily review class and student performance  
on assessments and assignments using the  
Data Dashboard.

HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY
UNITED STATES

GROWTH & CONFLICT

CALIFORNIA
SOCIAL STUDIES

CHAPTER TESTS & LESSON QUIZZES
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Data Dashboard

Chapter Tests & 
Lesson Quizzes

It’s all online! Go to mhecalifornia.com

Tech-enhanced Questions
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LearnSmart® with Smartbook™ takes students’ reading to the next level. 
LearnSmart® is a proven adaptive learning program that helps students 
learn faster, study more efficiently, and retain more knowledge for greater 
classroom success.  

   LearnSmart® provides a personalized learning path 
through the social studies content based on student 
responses to questions, as well as their confidence 
about the answers they provide.

   Integrated adaptive eBook called SmartBook™ helps 
improve reading comprehension by highlighting 
only the content that students are assessed on, thus 
focusing student effort on what is most important  
to learn.

   LearnSmart® remembers where the student left off, 
takes them to the content they have not yet mastered, 
and reminds them what they need to review.

   Teacher Reports provide invaluable information 
about student and class performance, making it easy 
to identify which students are struggling and need 
immediate help.

LearnSmart®

Reports
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You Deliver Educational IMPACT Every Day. 
You are a reason your students love learning. Our goal is to help you  
spark the kind of engagement that turns curiosity, knowledge, and  
critical thinking into empowered citizenship. That’s IMPACT. 

Sample the program online: mhecalifornia.com

GRADE 6

World History  
& Geography:  
Ancient Civilizations

Jackson Spielvogel, Ph.D.

CONTRIBUTING AUTHORS

Jay McTighe
Dina Zike, M.Ed.
Douglas Fisher, Ph.D.

GRADE 7

World History  
& Geography:  
Medieval &  
Early Modern Times

Jackson Spielvogel, Ph.D.

CONTRIBUTING AUTHORS

Jay McTighe
Dina Zike, M.Ed.
Douglas Fisher, Ph.D.

GRADE 8

United States History  
& Geography:  
Growth & Conflict

Joyce Appleby, Ph.D.
Alan Brinkley, Ph.D.
James McPherson, Ph.D.
Donald Ritchie, Ph.D.

CONTRIBUTING AUTHOR

Jay McTighe
Dina Zike, M.Ed.
Douglas Fisher, Ph.D.

— PROGRAM AUTHORSHIP —

LE.1017117
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