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Your Workstation 
Activity Cards

Subject Icons
Icons identify four types of cards:



Using Your Workstation Activity Cards

Differentiated Practice 
Each Workstation Activity Card contains 
three leveled activities. As you meet with 
each small group, the rest of the class can 
complete the activities.

The blue activity on the front of the card provides 
on-level instruction. On the back of the card, the 
orange activity provides approaching-level practice 
and the blue activity provides beyond-level extension. 

Group work at the Workstations should be mixed 
ability groups. The activities provide opportunities 
for students to work collaboratively.

For additional information on how to set up and 
manage small groups, see Managing Small 
Groups: A How-To Guide.

Practice Skills and Concepts
You can choose activities to practice skills and 
concepts taught during the week or choose 
activities to practice skills and concepts taught 
in previous weeks. 

Daily and Weekly Reading Routines
Fluency Fluency activities allow students 
the opportunity for daily fluency practice.

Reader’s Theater Use the Reader’s Theater 
cards during Week 6 of each unit as students 
practice for their reader’s theater performance. 

Genre Students can focus on a particular 
genre introduced in previous weeks. 

Interactive Activities Students can practice key 
skills with online interactive games and activities.

Go Digital! www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com 
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20
Minutes

  Choose a book or story you 
read this week. Talk about how 
a friend helped another friend 
in the story.

 Draw a picture of how one of 
the friends helped. Add details 
to your picture.

 Compare your 
pictures. Talk about 
how they are the 
same and different.  

COLLABORATE

Friends Help Friends

You need

 › book or story

 › pencils, crayons, 
or markers

 › paper
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15
Minutes

20
Minutes

You need

 › pencil

 › paper

You need

 › pencils, crayons, 
or markers

 › paper

 Think of a story you have read in class.

 Write five details that happened 
in the story.

  Share your list. Explain more about the 
story to help your partner understand the story.  COLLABORATE

Let’s Help Each Other!

 How I Help
 Draw a picture to show one 

way you help your family.

 Draw a picture of how you 
help a friend.

 Talk about the most important 
things you do to help 
your friends and family.  COLLABORATE
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 Talk about your school. 
Describe your friends.

 What does it mean to be 
a good friend? Make a list of
how friends help each 
other at school.

 Draw a picture of one 
friend helping another 
at school.

COLLABORATE

You need

 › paper

 › pencils, crayons,
or markers

20
Minutes

School Friends
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You need

 › paper

 › pencil, crayons, 
or markers

You need

 › paper

 › crayons or 
markers

 Think about a 
friend in your class.

 Draw a picture of 
your friend. 

 Tell your partner 
about your friend.

COLLABORATE

 Write a list of rules 
that will help friends 
work together at school.

 Make a poster of your rules.

 Share your poster.

COLLABORATE

15
Minutes

20
Minutes

 My Friend

 Work Together
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Short a and i

20
MinutesYou need

 › paper

 › pencil, crayons, 
or markers

 Work with a partner.  COLLABORATE

  Look at the words in the 
list. Say each word.

  Write a sentence and draw 
a  picture for each word. 

cat, hill, 
fan, lips, 
van, pal, 
sit, pig
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20
Minutes

20
Minutes

You need

 › paper

 › crayons or 
markers

You need

 › paper

 › pencil

Picture Rhymes

Word Family Sentences

   Say each word: 
jam, sip, and bat.  COLLABORATE

 Take turns and say a 
rhyming word for each word. 

 Draw a picture
for one of your words.

 Read the rhyming 
sentence on the card.  COLLABORATE

 Write words that rhyme with 
win, ship, crab, and sad.

 Use your list to write your 
own rhyming sentence.

It’s time to
catch a cab

And drive down 
to the science 

lab.
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You need

 › pencils or pens

 › paper

 Talk about a special time 
when you had a lot of fun. 
What made the day fun?  COLLABORATE

 Write a paragraph to tell 
what happened on that day.

 Read your story to a 
partner. Draw a line 
under words that 
explain why it was 
a special day.

The Best Day Ever
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You need

 › pencils, crayons, 
or markers

 › paper

You need

 › pencils, crayons, 
or markers

 › paper

I Am Brave

It Happened to Me
 Think of a time when something special 

happened to you. Write a paragraph that 
includes details of what happened.

 Draw a picture of the event.

 Read your paragraph aloud to 
a partner. Point to details in your 
picture as you describe the place.  COLLABORATE

 Talk about a time 
when you were brave.  COLLABORATE

 Tell a partner where the 
event was, when it was, 
and what happened.

 Draw a picture of the event. 
Share it with your partner.
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