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Addressing California's
Water Problems

As people flooded into Los Angeles and San Francisco
between 1850 and 1920, the water supply started to dry up.



San Francisco had a similar problem. Engineers thought a
dam across the Tuolumne River would solve it. A dam is a wall
built across a river to create a reservoir, a lake used to store
water. An aqueduct would carry that water from the reservoir
to San Francisco. Some people argued that a dam would flood
and ruin the natural beauty of Hetch Hetchy Valley in Yosemite
National Park. Others thought a water supply was more
important. In 1913, the U.S. Congress sided with those in favor
of the dam. The 150-mile aqueduct was completed in 1934,

PRIMARY SOURCE

In His Words... John Muir, Naturalist

“[Hetch Hetchy] is a grand landscape garden, one of
nature’s rarest and most precious mountain temples....
These temple destroyers, devotees of ravaging
commercialism, seem to have a perfect contempt for
Nature, and, instead of lifting their eyes to the God of the
mountains, lift them to the Almighty Dollar.”

—From The Yosemite by John Muir

Soon, California planned for systems of dams, reservoirs,
and aqueducts to store and deliver water to other areas that
needed water. The Central Valley Project and the California
State Water Project were part of that plan. The Central
Valley Project started in the 1930s. The water from the rainy
Sacramento Valley area would be brought to the drier San
Joaquin Valley. By the 1950s, construction began on another
plan, the State Water Project. It was designed as a system of
reservoirs, aqueducts, power plants, and pumping plants to
store and deliver water to cities and farms in California. These
two projects are now some of the largest water storage and
transportation systems in the world, bringing much needed
water to people and farmlands across California.

TEXT:Muir, John. The Yosemite. New York: The Century Co., 1912.
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Then and Now
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Water Management Today

California’s Water System
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The Central Valley Water Project was one of the first to bring water to
drier parts of California. Today the state has several projects to quench
the thirst for water—carrying millions of gallons of water across the
state. The water supplies meet the needs of residents and farmers.

What Do You Think? Do you think the dam at the

Hetch Hetchy Valley should have been built? Who owns a
source of water, such as a stream, lake, or river?

@ Stop and Check

Talk How has California worked to solve its water problems?
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f-Q Connections in Action!
21° Back to the EQ

Think about the Chapter EQ, “How Did California Change
After Becoming a State?”

- Talk about the ways in which California changed for the
better or for the worse with the coming of the railroad,
increased immigration, and struggles for water. Consider the
effects these changes had on the state.

+Pair with a partner. Make lists of changes that occurred in
California. Then exchange lists and discuss your ideas.

«Share your list of changes with the class and encourage
discussion and suggestions for improvement.
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More to Explore

How can you make an IMPACT?

Word Play

Choose three words that have an affix from the
Word Bank. Identify the word’s part of speech.
Write a sentence for the word. Then identify the
base word and its part of speech. Write a
sentence for the base word. For example,
communication is a noun. The telegraph sped up
communication. Communicate is the base word
and a verb. | communicate news with a telegram.

Write About It

Compose a brief letter to be carried on the Pony
Express. Imagine that you are an early settler in
California who is dealing with the problem of a
lack of water. Explain how it feels to be part of
the United States but separated by so much
distance from people who live in the East.

State Your Case

Divide into groups to represent the workers of
the Union Pacific Railroad and the Central Pacific
Railroad. Taking turns, describe the work you are
doing and debate which railroad company has
the more difficult job and explain why.






