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" (October 17, 1787). Quoted in Herbert Aptheker, ed., A Documentary History of the Negro People in the United States:

From Colonial Times through the Civil War, Volume 1. (New York: Citadel Press, 1951), 19-20.; PHOTO: McGraw-Hill Education

TEXT: Hall, Prince. “Petition for Equal Educational Facilities,

Those African Americans who were free at the end of the Revolutionary
War also met with disappointments. They found themselves receiving
unequal treatment in many forms. One free African American in
Massachusetts, Prince Hall, collected signatures for a petition protesting
one form of this discrimination.

PRIMARY SOURCE

In Their Words... Prince Hall

.. . we are of the humble opinion that we have the
right to enjoy the privileges of free men. But that
we do not will appear in many instances, and we
beg leave to mention one out of many, and that is
of the education of our children which now receive
no benefit from the free schools in the town of
Boston, which we think is a great grievance, as by
woeful experience we now feel the want of a
common education. We, therefore, must fear for
our rising offspring to see them in ignorance in a
land of gospel light when there is provision made

for them as well as others and yet can’t enjoy them,

and for not other reason can be given this they are
black.

—from a petition presented to the Massachusetts state
legislature, October 1787

@ Stop and Check

Talk What happened to Loyalists after the war?

What Do You Think? Did everyone in the United States
gain his or her independence as a result of the war?
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in Action!
Back to the EQ

Think about the Chapter EQ, “What Does
the Revolutionary Era Tell Us about Our
Nation Today?”

- Talk with a partner about the people and
events that you read about in this chapter.
Consider ways that they contributed to the
cause of freedom from Great Britain.

How do these people and events
continue to influence our nation today?

Share your ideas with the class.

248 Chapter 5 The American Revolution
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More to Explore
How Can You Make an IMPACT?

Debate in Action

The colonists were divided about whether or not to go to
war with Great Britain. If you were a colonist, which side
would you have supported? Why?

Take a Stand

Choose a person from this chapter who you think was
one of the most important figures in the American
Revolution. Make a list of the reasons you think that way.
Use evidence from the text to support your opinion. Get
together with a partner or small group and talk about
your choice. Be prepared to defend your thinking!

Word Play

Choose three words from the chapter Word Bank. For
each of those words, find two words that have the same
base word. Write the definition for each base word. For
example, for the word revolutionary, you could use revolt
and revolution. Get together with a partner and switch
word lists. Take turns using each new word in a sentence.






