



























































































































































Defend Your Claim
Share your paragraph with
you wrote about helped m

] Connecttot
Pull It Together

In what ways can Americal blems in a community?
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Lesson §  How Can Citizens Build

Strong Communities?

Lesson Outcomes

What Am | Learning?
In this lesson, you will use your investigative skills to explore
what makes a strong community.

Why Am | Learning It?

Reading and talking about how citizens can work together
will help you learn more about how people make a difference
in their communities.

How Will | Know That | Learned It?
You will be able to describe the
characteristics of good leaders. You
also will be able to write a paragraph
that explains how citizens can help
their communities.

w\.\.ABORArF
Talk About It

Read the quote from Dorothy Height.
Why do you think she says that it is
important not to “go it alone™?

Look closely at the photo on the
next page. What are the people doing?
How do you think this activity helps
the community?

Leland Bobbe/Digital Vision/Getty Images
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PRIMARY SOURCE

This image displays in the product




the source

Building Community

We are all part of a community. When

Inspect

Read the text and look someone asks where we live, we might say the
at the photo. name of our town or state. We might also say
. Circle words you we live in the United States. All three answers
don’t know. are correct.
» Underline words and A community can also be a neighborhood, a
phrases that help you o
school, or even a classroom. A community is
understand what a . .
community is. made up of very different kinds of people. But
. State in a sentence the people in a community all share certain
what this text is about. beliefs, rights, and responsibilities.
Think about the different communities you
My Notes belong to. What kinds of beliefs, rights, and

responsibilities do you share with other people
in those communities?
In a strong community, people try to do
what is best for everybody. They try to build a
community that is good for everyone. This can
mean following rules and laws. It can also mean
working to help solve problems in the
community and volunteering to help make the
community a better place for all who live there.
What are some ways you can help make your
community better?
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Nextdoor Images/PunchStock

Volunteers help to keep their . 7 :
. - community’s beach clean. ~

Reread How does the author
say we can build stronger
communities?

Underline clues that support
what you think.

Talk Discuss with a partner ¢o\ABORArs
what is happening in the

photo. How is this an example

of community service? Talk about

other ways people can volunteer to
serve their communities. If you had an
opportunity to volunteer in your
community, what would you like to do?
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Inquiry § Tools

Explore Drawing Conclusions

A conclusion is a decision you make about a topic. You use
what you already know and information from what you are
reading to draw a conclusion. We draw conclusions when we
read. We also draw conclusions from information we see in a
map, chart, graph, or photo.

1. Read the title of the selection or the caption on an image.
This will help you understand what the text or image is about.

2. Read the text all the way through or look closely at
the image.

3. Think about what you read or saw.
Think about the topic. What information did you find in the
text or image about the topic? What did you already know?

4. Draw a conclusion.
Use information from the text and image with what you
already know to draw a conclusion about the topic.

COULABORAT, Based on the text and photo, work with your class

x 2 to draw a conclusion about what makes a strong
community. Then work with your class to complete
the chart below.

What Makes a Strong Community

Text Clues and

What I Already Know Conclusions
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Investigate!

Read pages 226-233 in your Research Companion. Use
your investigative skills to look for text evidence that tells

Continuity
—. < you how citizens can build strong communities. This chart

will help you organize your notes.

Text Clues and _
What I Already Know Conclusions

California leaders who made a How to build a strong community:

difference;

Characteristics of good leaders:

Problems in my community:

Ways to make a difference in
my community:
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Report J/Your Findings

Think About It

Identify
Review your research and the problems discussed in the lesson.
Think about a problem that affects your community right now.

Write About It

Explain
Write a paragraph describing a problem that exists in your
community today. How would you solve the problem?
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COMLABORAT,
Talk About It

Discuss and Compare

Share your paragraph with a partner. Compare your problems

and solutions. Ask for a different solution to the problem you wrote
about. Offer a different solution for your partner’s problem.

— é&“r
4l "Connect to the I-:Q
Take Action %S":

How can people in a community work together to make it a better place?

sﬁNT Inquiry Project Notes

‘7

Q,
OE'ST‘O
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Take J action

g A

ENT,
99

EQ + Inquiry Project
% Wrap-Up

Creating a Classroom Constitution

Now is the time for your class to sign and post your
classroom constitution. Here’s what to do.

[0 Read the constitution aloud.

[1 Review the rules and the consequences for
breaking them.

[J Explain how these were chosen and discuss
their purpose.

[1 Sign the constitution and promise to follow it.

[ Post the constitution in your classroom.

Tips for Collaborating

Remember these tips When you work on the
class project.

[0 Share your thoughts and ideas clearly.
[0 Listen and add to the ideas of others.
L0 Ask questions to clarify any misunderstandings.

L1 Work together, and have fun!

- J
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Project Rubric

Use these questions to help evaluate your project.

Yes No

Are the purpose and goals of the classroom
constitution clearly stated?

Did everyone participate in making the rules?

Did the class have to make any compromises?

Are the consequences for breaking the rules fair?

Do you think having a written constitution will help
make your classroom a fair and safe place?

Project Reflection

Think about the work you did on this project, either with a group or on
your own. Describe something that you think you did very well. What
could you have done to make your individual or group work better?
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