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Inquiry # Tools

Explore Problem/Solution

Texts can be structured around a problem and the solution to
that problem. The beginning of the text will describe the problem.

The text that follows will describe a solution. The solution can be

something that has already fixed the problem or something the

writer is proposing could fix the problem.

To understand problem/solution:

1. Read the text all the way through.

This will help you understand what the text is about.

2. Look for an issue or problem being described.

Are there words that indicate a problem, such as challenge or

hardship?

3. Identify how the issue is resolved or the challenge overcome.

What did the person who was facing the challenge do?

4. Find a relationship between the solution and the problem.

Ask yourself if the person’s actions solve the problem described

at the beginning.

COMLABORAT:

Based on the text you read, work with your class to
! g complete the chart below.

Who

Problem

Solution
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alifomia

B i\ Charsing State s
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Investigate!

Read pages 208-219 in your Research Companion. Use your
investigative skills to identify evidence that tells you problems
that individuals faced and the solutions they found. Use the
chart to organize information.

Who

Problem Solution
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Report J/ Your Findings /I

Think About It

Review Your Research

Based on the information you have gathered, why is it wrong to discriminate
against a group of people?

Write About It

Write and Cite Evidence

What would have been another way to handle the problems that led to the
Chinese Exclusion Act? Imagine you were a legislator at that time, and propose
an alternative to the act. Cite reasons that support your alternative. Include page
references.
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Talk About It

Compare

Share your ideas with a partner. Discuss the pros and cons of each other’s ideas.

ENT,
&

Connect to the QEQ

OE'ST‘O

How did the population of California change after it became a state? What effect did
this have on the people of California and the immigrants who came there to work?

sﬁ“T Inquiry Project Notes

EQ

(o)
OE'ST
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Lesso\n\ How Did California’s

Growing Population Get
Enough Water to Meet
Its Needs?

Lesson Outcomes
What Am | Learning?

In this lesson, you’re going to use your investigative skills to
explore how California helped its growing population get enough
water to meet their needs.

Why Am | Learning it?

Reading and talking about how California helped its growing
population get enough water will help you learn more about how
California changed after it became a state.

How Will | Know That | Learned It?

You will be able to examine problems and solutions with
California’s water supply. You will be able to support your opinion
with evidence about a person’s rights and responsibilities

regarding water.
Talk About It

Look at the Details What do you notice

in the pictures? What problems can be

caused by a scarce supply of water? What
problems can be caused by flooding? How
are the pictures alike and different? Whose
responsibility is it to deal with these problems?

McGraw-Hill Education

HSS.4.4.4,HSS.4.4.7
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Some areas of California
have been very dry, while

hers have flooded from
too much rain.

(t)Photo by Tim McCabe, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service;

(b)Woodward Payne/Photolibrary/Getty Images
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Inspect

Read Look at the chart.
What information does the
chart give?

- Read the title of the

chart and the column
headings.

- Circle words you don't
know.

 Discuss with a partner
the purpose of the chart.

My Notes

the Source

Major California
Droughts

Years Area Affected

1827-1829 Variable

1843-1844 Variable

1856-1857 Variable

1863-1864 Variable

1887-1900 Variable

1912-1916 Variable

1917-1921 Across the state, except central
Sierra Nevada and the north coast

19221926 Across the state, except central
Sierra Nevada

1928-1937 Across the state

1943-1951 Across the state

1959-1962 Across the state

19761977 Across the state, except the
southwestern deserts

1987-1992 Across the state

2012-2016 Across the state
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History of Drought
in California

California has experienced several droughts
since becoming a state. Some have been variable,
meaning they affect just parts of the state. Others
have affected most of the state. Its history of severe
droughts led California to plan and build water
projects, including the Central Valley Water Project.

Scientists believe that the drought that began in
2012 is the worst in the state’s history. Many people
compare this problem to the severe drought of
1976. At that time, rainfall was below normal, the
mountains had little snow, and reservoirs were low.
Another water project was suggested to solve the
problem, but it was voted down. Instead, people
came up with another solution. They started to
conserve, or save, water. For example, many took
shorter showers, stopped watering their lawns,
and collected rainwater. Farmers also took steps
to conserve water by watering their farmland in
new and different ways. Today, many people in
California are doing these same things to deal with
drought.

Find Evidence

Reread How does
the chart help you
understand California’s
problems with their
water supply?

What years did the
drought affect most of
the state?

Do you think the
problem is getting better
or worse?

Make Connections
Talk Discuss with COWLABORAPs

a partner whether x

or not you think !
it is important to

conserve water. Talk about
ways that you make efforts

to conserve water at home
or at school.
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Inquiry # Tools

Explore Problem and Solution

A problem is an issue that is causing difficulty, trouble, or harm.

A solution is something that can be done to fix or overcome a
problem.

To find problems and solutions as you read:

1.

Read the text all the way through.
This will help you understand what the text is about.

. Look for details that tell what the problem is.

Look for words that are similar to problem, such as difficulty
and trouble. Are there any other signal words that indicate a
problem?

Look for details that tell how the problem is solved.
Look for words like solve, solution, and fix. Are there any other
signal words that indicate a solution?

Make a connection between problems and solutions.

Ask yourself, What problems did California have with its water
supply? What solutions did the state come up with to solve
these problems?

Based on the text you read, work with your class to

COMLABORAT: complete the problem-and-solution chart below. Find a

problem with California’s water supply and the solution
the state used to solve it.

Problem Solution
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?‘?hforpli California’s water supply problems and solutions the state came

up with to address them. Use the chart to organize your notes.

Investigate!

Read pages 220-229 in your Research Companion. Use your
investigative skills to identify text evidence that tells you about

Problems

Solutions
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Report J/ Your Findings /I

Think About It

Review Your Research
Who owns water? Whose responsibility is it to be sure communities have enough
water to drink, clean, and grow crops?

Write About It

Define
What are water rights?

Write and Cite Evidence

In your opinion, what are a person’s rights and responsibilities when it comes to
water? List evidence to support your opinion and include page references.
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COMLABORAT,

Talk About It

Explain

Share your response with a partner. Compare your thoughts about water rights and
responsibilities and include supporting evidence. Do you agree or disagree with
your partner’s points?

N
%gﬁ T

¥ Connect to the EQ

%
Es7'°
Pull It Together

How did ideas about water change when California became a state and grew in
size? Why did the issues surrounding water become so important after California
became a state?

SENTZ,  Inquiry Project Notes

EQ

(o)
OE'ST
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Take J action /R

g A

a?f;’e Inquiry Project
%’ Wrap Up

Our Growing State Photo Album

Now'’s the time for your team to share your photo essay
with the rest of the class. Here’s what to do.

Present your photo essay to demonstrate how
Californians dealt with increased immigration and solved
their transportation and water problems.

[] Discuss how the people and places look different
from modern California.

L1 Point out how the essay helps to tell the story of
California.

L1 If possible, use videos or online sources to add
variety to the presentation.

1 Answer any questions from the audience.

Tips for Presenting
Remember these tips when you present to your class.
[0 Read the captions and paragraphs aloud.

L1 Ask the audience for their opinions and listen to their
responses.

L1 Make sure that your audience can see your photo essay.

[0 Point out different parts of your pictures and discuss
details some audience members may not notice.

- J
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Project Rubric

Use these questions to help evaluate your project.

Yes

No

Did we choose photos that related to the topic?

Were the chosen photos interesting and informative?

Were the captions and paragraphs easy to
understand and clearly related to the photo essay?

Was our presentation of the photo essay successful?

Did the audience react positively to the photo essay?

Project Reflection

Think about the work you did on your team’s photo essay. List the things
you'd like to do differently and how you would do that. List the things you

were proud of doing and point out why they were successful.
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