


ABIGAIL CAN'T EAT OR SLEEP AS THE
CANNONS ROAR. SHE WRITES AN ACCOUNT |
OF THE BATTLE TO HER HUSBAND. SHE ||
SAYS PEOPLE ARE STILL IN GOOD SPIRITS §
EVEN THOUGH CHARLESTOWN HAS BEEN
BURNED TO THE GROUND

ONE MORNING IN
1775, ABIGAIL WAKES
UP TO THE SOUND OF

CANNON FIRE.
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THE BRITISH ARE MARCHING THROUGH
NEARBY CHARLESTOWN, ON THEIR WAY
TO THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL.
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RS WAR RAGES, ABIGAIL GIVES
SHELTER TO SOLDIERS, SEWS

UNIFORMS, AND MELTS DOWN HER
1 TABLEWARE FOR AMMUNITION.

WHEN PEACE COMES, JOHN 1S NAMED
AMERICA’S AMBASSADOR TO THE COURTS
OF EUROPE. ABIGAIL JOINS HIM IN PARIS.

ITINUES TO BE
STED ADVISOR
ELECTED THE
SIDENT OF THE
‘ED STATES.

MEMBER HER
JOMAN WHO
| TO CHANGE [
ID MINDS.
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Born in Boston on January 17 —— 1706

Started publishing

Poor Richard’s Almanack 1733

Invented the Franklin stove,
a fireplace lined in metal that —— 1742
stands in the middle of a room

Proposed his famous kite

! N . — 1752

experiment with lightning

Served on the committee to write
: — 1776

the Declaration of Independence
Appointed U.S. Minister to France 1776

As a diplomat, helped to write the
1783 —— Treaty of Paris, which brought an
end to the American Revolution

1784 —— Invented bifocals
Served as a delegate to the
1787 —— )
Constitutional Convention
1790 —— Died in Philadelphia on April 17

85 EXPLORE the Timeline

* What does the timeline tell about Benjamin Franklin’s interests?

* How does the timeline explain the importance of Benjamin Franklin?
* How old was Benjamin Franklin at key moments of his service
to the nation?
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An almanac is a reference book that
includes information on topics such as

weather forecasts, holidays, and astronomy.
Many almanacs, including Poor Richard’s
Almanack, also featured popular sayings,

Tireless Thinker jokes, and proverbs. Ben Franklin wrote

Printer. Author. Statesman. Diplomat. Scientist. =~ many popular sayings that reflected his
Inventor. The list of Benjamin Franklin’s jobs sense of humor.

and accomplishments goes on and on. How He devoted time to his community in

. 5 . 2
]} b (e T 1 Secamulisinse muth Philadelphia and would eventually start

sie sutied papsliisiee g a library, a hospital, and the colonial postal

Born in Boston to Puritan parents in 1706, system. Franklin also helped start what
Franklin attended school only until he was would become the University of Pennsylvania
ten years old, but he didn’t stop reading and the first fire department.

and writing. Soon after, he apprenticed at He would go on to invent
a printing business. Franklin later opened the Franklin stove, bifocals, 1
his own printer’s shop in Philadelphia where and an instrument called i
he produced a newspaper and Poor the glass armonica
Richard’s Almanack. (pictured above). | : .
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PRIMARY SOURCE

In Their Words...

Benjamin Franklin used Poor Richard’s Almanack as a place to record his
aphorisms, or sayings. Below are some of his sayings. What do they mean?

“Well done, is twice done.”

“He that is of opinion money will do everything may well be suspected
of doing everything for money.”

“One today is worth two tomorrows.”
“Employ thy time well, if thou meanest to gain leisure.”

“Fish and visitors stink in three days.”

TEXT: Franklin, Benjamin. Poor Richard’s Almanack. Waterloo, IA: US.C. Publishing Co,, 1914, PHOTO: (HJOE KLAMAR/AFP/Getty Images, (b)Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division [LC-USZ62-



Citizenship

Remembering

The First

Rhode Island

Regiment

uring the American Revolution, one

regiment was made up mostly of

African Americans. The First Rhode
Island Regiment, also known as “The Black
Regiment,” helped ensure the success of the
Americans in the American Revolution.

In 1778, Rhode Island had trouble recruiting
the troops required by the Continental
Congress to fight the British. The Rhode
Island legislature decided to have enslaved
African Americans fight in the war for the
state. These men would be given their
freedom at the end of the war. Slave owners
received money for any enslaved men who
became soldiers.

The new First Rhode Island Regiment, which
also included free African Americans, whites,
and Narragansett Indians, soon grew to 225
men. The regiment first faced combat at the
Battle of Rhode Island in August of 1778,
fighting back three attacks by the British.
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After the battle, the regiment was praised
for its role by the American commander,
General John Sullivan.

In 1781, this regiment united with the Second
Rhode Island Regiment to fight at the Battle
of Yorktown, the final battle that led to the end
of the American Revolution. On December 25,
1783, the regiment was dissolved at Saratoga,
New York. Today, the names of those soldiers
are engraved on a granite monument in
Portsmouth, Rhode Island.

_WordBlast

What is the meaning of engraved?

What might be engraved on the
outside of your school?
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Take Action!

More to Explore

What else do you want to learn about the American Revolution?
Here are some questions to guide your research and discussion.

Paul Revere was one of several
riders who warned the Patriots
of the British patrols. Two others
were William Dawes and Samuel
Prescott. Find out more about them. Write a message to George
Washington using the Culper

cipher found on page 62.

Find out more about Benjamin Franklin.
What do you think were his most interesting
contributions to modern American life?

WordBlast

* Find a monument in your town. What words are engraved on it?

* What are the advantages of using a network to accomplish

a complex task?

* How did the terrain add to the difficulty of Sybil Ludington’s ride?

&%, Reflect

&y

EQ@ What does the revolutionary era tell
obs T\O .
$ us about our nation today?




