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Inquiry Based Math Class
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West Allis West Milwaukee School District 

● 7500 Students
○ 11 Elementary Schools
○ 3 Intermediate Schools
○ 2 Comprehensive High Schools
○ 1 PBL High School
○ 1 Charter School for School-

Age Parents
● 60% FRL
● 16% SPED
● 6% EL
● 217 Students who are homeless
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Our Why

● Strategic Plan

● Our Mission: Every day, the West Allis-West 
Milwaukee School District focuses on equity through 
deeper learning, fosters a sense of belonging, and 
educates the whole child so that every learner 
achieves success.

● Our Vision: The West Allis-West Milwaukee School 
District aspires to create experiences that build 
community and empower learners so they can live live 
life on their own terms.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WRAoENlKjmGHsp09nrSmsQR87Gz2QHQq4WrhPR-k57g/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mae803ZOc-A
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Our Why- Equity Non negotiables 
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● The Deeper Learning Competencies (Master Academic 

Content, Problem Solving/Critical Thinking, 

Communication, Collaboration, Self-Directed Learning, 

Academic Mindset)  will drive instructional planning to 

increase equitable opportunities for all students. 

● Eliminating inequities begins with each of us; we see 

students as people with assets and aspirations and it is our 

job to help them realize their goals and dreams.
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Where we were….

● 2016-2017- Projected to have 0 (yes ZERO) students 
in advanced math by 2019-2020.

● 2016-2017- Short Panic
○ Added hybrid Algebra/Geo
○ Added hybrid Geo/Alg 2
○ Added summer bridge course

● 2017-2018- Adopted ALEKS as core resources for 
Alg. 1, Geo, Alg. 2
○ Lessons learned!!!
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Where we are now!

● I am not a rapper
● Student reflection
○ "I was listening to an artist named kendrick 

lamar so I drew dreads plus I have them.
○ I drew him in a stance of glory because I'm 

doing good in math.
○ I drew math equations and symbols and 

numbers around him.
○ I used a dark greenish cyan, orange, yellow, 

brownish-tan, red, blue and black."
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https://flipgrid.com/s/Jy8t_sDxyWPERubx
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I better get my math right. 
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Essential Questions

● How can we, as a team of local citizens, propose a 
winning design for a multipurpose arena for our 
favorite sport?

● How do graphs, averages, and outliers tell a story of 
a group of people? How can we see the world 
through another person’s eyes, using quantitative 
data analysis?
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PbnSCjT5AjSukLuBF8BuVmPucwo8Lewht-R6ppSNKFc/edit?usp=sharing
http://sarahgracestrong.weebly.com/empathy-project.html
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Where does ALEKS fit?

● “Technology will never replace great 
teachers, but technology in the hands of a 
great teacher can be transformational.” 
George Couros 

● SO IMPORTANT!!  The students and families 
need to understand the WHY!

● Set goals with each learner, each week
● Use the reports for students to self-report 

and to personalize.
● Confer, confer, confer
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ALEKS Reports
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ALEKS Reports
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ALEKS Reports
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ALEKS Reports
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Personalizing the pathway- Doing with instead of for 
our learners
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Personalizing the pathway- Doing with instead of 
for our learners
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Our adjusted pathway.
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Our outcomes

● Highest ACT scores in 5 years
● Growth scores on the rise on our school report 

card
● Student Achievement Scores on the rise on 

our school report card
● More sections of Geometry than Algebra for 

the first time
● Many more learners confident in their math 

skills
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Deidre Roemer
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Thank You!
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roemerd@wawmsd.org

4144698787

Linkedin

Blog
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/deidreroemer
http://leveragepoints.home.blog/2021/02/28/sharing-our-passions/

