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The McGraw-Hill ONboard™ Series for Advanced Placement® is an online, interactive program designed to help 
incoming AP students build the background knowledge and skills they need to succeed in their upcoming AP 
coursework and beyond. Available in the Connect© platform, each product contains 8 to 10 hours of content 
designed and created with a team of experienced AP teachers and experts, and features:  

 Videos, Animations, & Interactivities to address different learning styles and keep students engaged. 
 Check Points & Quizzes that offer immediate feedback to gauge student understanding. 
 A Pre-Test and Comprehensive Final Assessment to provide robust reporting that will show growth and 

help identify knowledge gaps. 

ONboard can be purchased for an entire class or by individual students, and can be accessed from any Internet-

connected computer. It’s appropriate for all students as an introduction or review of core topics, no matter 

which textbook will be used in the course. 

The ONboard modules are designed as pre-course work and make a perfect summer or beginning-of-the-year 

assignment. In addition, students can review the modules throughout the school year to refresh their skills as 

needed.  

ONboard is available for the following AP Courses: 
 
AP Biology 
AP Chemistry 
AP Economics (Micro or Macro) 
AP English Language and Composition 
AP Environmental Science 
AP European History 

AP Human Geography 
AP Psychology 
AP United States Government and Politics 
AP United States History 
AP World History 
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ONboard consists of 8 to 10 hours of content, divided into three sections: Pretest, Interactive Modules, and Final 

Comprehensive Assessment.  

 

A Pre-Test helps set a base score for the skills students will learn and improve upon while using 

ONboard.  

 

Robust reporting allows teachers to view areas of strength and weakness. 
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The interactive modules, consisting of groups of submodules, teach the skills and background 

knowledge that students will need to succeed in their AP courses. We recommend that students 

complete the submodules sequentially, as the skills and content build upon one another.  

Each submodule contains a variety of self-check assessments, including multiple-choice, drag-and-drop, 

and short-answer questions.  

 

After students have completed a module, they will take a short quiz to evaluate their mastery of the 

module’s content. Teachers can use the reports from these quizzes to track student progress and 

evaluate student comprehension as they work through the content. 

 

**The interactive modules are also available separately as Additional Practice that can be assigned to 

students as needed for skills reinforcement throughout the year. 
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A Final Comprehensive Assessment exam allows students to see how far they’ve progressed in the skills 

and knowledge needed for the course. It may also point to areas in which they may need further study. 

Multiple teacher reports provide highly useful information.  

 

 

When you or your school purchase ONboard, your Connect teacher account will receive a special Section of 

ONboard called a Master Class. In a Master Class: 

 All of the available components of ONboard are pre-assigned 

 All of the assignments are arranged in the most effective order 

 The due date for all assignments is set to just before the next AP Exam 

 

Because all of the assignments are pre-assigned, you do not have to make any modifications to the Master 

Class in order for students to begin using the course. All you have to do is ensure your students register for the 

Master Class. However, if you choose to, you can modify the due date s and assignments in any way you wish. 

 

You will only receive a Master Class the first year you are using ONboard. In subsequent years, you will need to 

duplicate the Master Class to use with students for the new school year. You will also want to update the due 

dates of all assignments to reflect the new AP Exam date.  
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ONboard™ is available through the Connect® website. Connect is entirely online and works best when you are 

using Firefox or Chrome as your web browser. 

Go to http://connect.mheducation.com/connect/troubleshoot.do to automatically check if your computer and 

web browser are compatible with Connect. 

 

 

4. Direct your web browser to: connect.mheducation.com 

5. Enter your Connect username and password. 

6. Then click Sign In. 

 

http://connect.mheducation.com/connect/troubleshoot.do
http://connect.mheducation.com/connect/troubleshoot.do
file://///oh05fil012/SEG_ACCR_Columbus/_AP%20Projects/APNASTA/CONNECT/Implementation_Guides/connect.mheducation.com
file://///oh05fil012/SEG_ACCR_Columbus/_AP%20Projects/APNASTA/CONNECT/Implementation_Guides/connect.mheducation.com
file://///oh05fil012/SEG_ACCR_Columbus/_AP%20Projects/APNASTA/CONNECT/Implementation_Guides/connect.mheducation.com
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When you log into Connect, you will see the My Courses page. The My Courses page lists all of the courses you 

are teaching.  

Courses are subdivided into Sections. A Section is like a class or class period, and houses all of your class 

assignments and student data. Your first Section of ONboard will be the Master Class. In the Master Class, all 

components of ONboard are pre-assigned for you.  

To access ONboard, click on the blue section name (A). 

 

 

If you are teaching multiple classes, you may wish to create a new Section of ONboard for each class. There are 

two ways to create new Sections of ONboard: Duplicating a Section and Adding a New Section. 

 Duplicating a Section (recommended) – Use this option if you would like to make a copy of an existing 

Section, such as the Master Class. When you duplicate a Section, all assignments and assignment 

policies will copy to the new Section.  

 

**We recommend that you use this option to duplicate the Master Class in order to ensure your 

additional Sections include all of the pre-assigned components of ONboard. 

 

 

Course 

Section 
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 Adding a New Section – Use this option if you would like to create a brand new ONboard Section that 

does NOT have all of the components pre-assigned to your students. When using this option, you will 

need to assign the components of ONboard yourself. 

 

 
 

 

In order to join a Section you have created, students must register. To register, you need to provide students 

with two pieces of information: the unique Section Web Address and a student registration code. 

 Section Web Address 

Each Section you create in Connect has a unique URL. Student use this URL to register for the correct 

section. When students register, they are added as a student in that class. 

To find the Section Web Address, navigate to the My Courses page and click on the Section Options 

button next to the section for which you want students to register. Select Registration Sheet (A). 
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You can print or download the registration sheet to distribute to your students. At the bottom of the 

Registration Sheet is the Section Web Address (B). To begin registration, students visit this URL. 

 

 Student Registration Code 

When students visit the Section Web Address to register, they will be asked to enter their 20-digit 

Student Registration Code. This code was provided to you or your school at the time ONboard was 

purchased. Students will be unable to register for your Section without this code. 

 

 

For more details about the steps students complete during the registration process, please see Registering for 

ONboard 
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When you open a section of ONboard you will see the section homepage. From this page you can:  

• Click on the House Icon to return to the Section Hompage from within any page in Connect. 

• Click on Library to access the resources available for ONboard. 

• Click on Performance to access the different types of reports you can generate when students have 
submitted assignments. 

• Click on My Courses to go back to the My Courses page. 

• View the Assignments that have been created for this Section.  

• Click on +Add Assignment to create new assignments for this section.  

• Click on Student View to preview what your students in this section will see. 

• View and edit Section Information, including the student roster and instructor information. 
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When ONboard is purchased, teachers receive a “Master Class.” In the Master Class, all of ONboard’s available 

components are pre-assigned to your students, arranged in the most effective order.  

The assignments in the Master Class are:  

• A Pre-Test helps set a base score for the skills students will learn and improve while using ONboard. 

• The interactive modules (consisting of groups of submodules) teach the skills and background 

knowledge that students will need to succeed in their AP courses.  

• A Final Comprehensive Assessment exam allows students to see how far they’ve progressed in the skills 

and knowledge needed for the course. It may also point to areas in which they may need further study.  

• The Additional Practice area makes all of the interactive submodules available to be selected and 

assigned as needed to help reinforce skills and background knowledge throughout the school year. 
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From your Section Homepage you can see all of your assignments. 

 

Click on the name of an assignment (A) to open the details. Opening the details will allow you to: 

 Preview the assignment 

 See which students have started the assignment 

 Update the assignment policies (due date, number of attempts, time limit, points, etc.) 

 Edit the assignment content 

 

Click on the eye symbol next to any assignment (B) to hide it from students.  

 

Click on +Add Assignment (C) to create additional assignments. For more in-depth information about creating 

and editing assignments in Connect, consult the Connect Implementation Guide found at 

mheonline.com/apresources. 

 

 
 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/caitlin_uttley/Desktop/mheonline.com/apresources
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The first year you use ONboard, the due dates will be automatically set to just before the date of the AP exam. 

In subsequent years, you will want to update the due dates to correspond to the new school year. To modify the 

due dates, select the assignment(s) you would like to change by clicking the checkbox (A). You can set separate 

due dates for each assignment, or select all and make all assignments due on the same date. If using ONboard as 

a summer assignment, you may want to have students complete all assignments before class begins.  

Once you have selected the assignments to modify, click on the assignment options button (B) and select 

manage dates (C).  

  

In the manage dates page, you can updated due dates all at the same time (in bulk) or individually. For more 

details about adjusting due dates, see the Connect implementation guide found at 

mheonline.com/apresources. 

 

file:///C:/Users/caitlin_uttley/Desktop/mheonline.com/apresources
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From your section homepage, click on the Student View button (A) to preview the course the way your students 

will see it. Once in the student view, you can preview and take the Pre-Test, Interactive Modules, 

Comprehensive Assessment, or any assignment you have created! 

 

 

When students complete their assignments, you can see their scores using Connect’s Performance Reports. 

Access the performance reports by clicking on Performance and selecting Reports (A). This will reveal a list of 

available reports. 

 

There are five different report types for graded assignments:  
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See assignment scores listed by student and color-coded into high-, medium-, and low-score ranges. You 

also have the ability to customize the results that are displayed. 

 

 

See an individual student's scores, status of assignments, and time spent on each assignment. Click on 

the blue student score (A) to see how the student answered each question in the Pre-Test, Module 

Quizzes, or Final Comprehensive Assessment. 
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See this Section's highest, lowest, and average scores on each assignment attempt, or compare multiple 

Sections' scores.  

 

 

This report allows teachers to analyze each question on the Pre-Test, Module Quizzes, and Final 

Comprehensive Assessment. You can see the average scores for each question and how each individual 

student scored on that question.  
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This report allows teachers to analyze categories of questions to determine areas in which students are 

struggling. You can sort by question type or by submodule name, and can search across all assignments. 

This can help you focus in on skills or concepts that you may want to reinforce in class.   
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This provides a snapshot of a class, and helps teachers assess which students are at risk of falling behind. 
This report looks for patterns of online student activity to determine engagement levels.  
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1. Go to the Section Web Address 

To register for the Section you have created in Connect, students visit the Section Web Address provided 

on the Registration Sheet (see Registering Students). 

 

2. Enter Email Address 

After entering the Section Web Address into a web browser, students will be asked to enter their email 

address (A) to begin the registration process. This is the email address they will use to log in to Connect, 

as well as the email to which important messages will be sent.  

 

 
 

3. Create an Account 

If students do not already have a Connect account, they will be asked to create one at this time (B). To 

create an account, they will need to provide a password for their account, their name, and the answer to 

a security question. 

 

If the student already has a Connect account, he or she will be asked to provide the account password. 
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4. Enter the Registration Code 

Students will then be asked to enter their 20-digit registration code for ONboard. This code was provided 

to you or your school at the time ONboard was purchased. 

 

 

 

When students enter ONboard, they will be taken to their class assignments list.  To get more details about an 

assignment, students can click on the assignment name (A). This will open a window that will provide the 

assignment details, including: the start and due dates, the point value of the assignment, and the time limit and 

number of attempts allowed (if applicable). To begin the assignment, students click the arrow (B). 
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The ONboard program begins with a Pre-Test, which is designed to test the base level of student skills and 

background knowledge. Student should not be discouraged if they get a low score on the Pre-Test. They’ll learn 

all they need to know to earn a higher score on the Comprehensive Assessment in the interactive submodules.  

 

There are a variety of question types, including multiple choice, multi-select, and drag-and-drop. All questions 

can be completed electronically and submitted for grading. Use the Prev (A) and Next (B) buttons to navigate 

between the questions in the assignment. The question map (C) allows students to quickly navigate to a specific 

question, as well as see which questions have and have not been answered yet. 

Students have only one chance to complete the Pre-Test, but they can save their progress and continue later by 

clicking on save & exit (D) if they are interrupted while taking the test.  

Click submit (E) only when they have completed the entire Pre-Test.  
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After submitting the assignment, students immediately see their score (A) and which questions were answered 

correctly or incorrectly (B).   
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The core of ONboard is a series of modules, each containing several interactive submodules.  These modules 

appear in the assignment list (A). The skills and content in the submodules build upon each other, so it’s 

important that students work sequentially through the submodules as assigned. 

To begin a module, click on the gray arrow (B).  

 

Once inside the module, students will be provided with a list of the interactive submodules. They should click on 

the links (A) and work through each submodule before moving on to the quiz. 

Once they have completed each submodule, they can click Next (B) to begin the quiz.  

 

 

 



25 
 
 

   

The submodules contain various types of slides.  

Animation is used to present content and teach skills.  

 

Periodically, you will see multiple-choice question slides to check progress. 
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If the question relates to an image or text passage, students may need to click on the View button to 

access the stimuli.  

 

Sometimes content is presented in pop-up boxes. Students should click on the boxes to see (and 

sometimes hear) additional information.  
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Drag-and-drop slides are interactive ways to test student knowledge.  

 

In some courses, students will be able to type short passages, thesis statements, or answers to short-

answer questions in a fill-in box.  

 

 

 

 

 



28 
 
 

Launch connects to videos, interactive maps, or other activities. 

 

Each submodule ends with a final 5- to 10-question self-check quiz. The continue bar allows students to 

move on to subsequent questions within the quiz. 
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After completing all of the interactive submodules in a module, students take a short quiz to evaluate 

their comprehension of the module’s content. Just like the Pre-Test and the Comprehensive 

Assessment, students see their scores and correct answers immediately after submitting the 

assignment. 
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Once students have completed all of the submodules, they can take the Final Comprehensive Assessment (A). 

Like the Pre-Test, they will have only one chance to take the Final Comprehensive Assessment. This assessment 

is skills-based, and it provides the teacher with data on the skills or background knowledge areas in which 

students may be struggling. The Comprehensive Assessment functions in the same way as the Pre-Test. 

 

Once students have completed the Final Comprehensive Assessment, they have completed ONboard! While the 

tests are limited to one attempt only, they have unlimited access to the interactive submodules so they can go 

back and review topics or skills as they encounter them in their AP course.  
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Students can view their results on completed assignments at any time in Connect. 

 

Students can access their grades by clicking on Results (A) and selecting their class. All completed 

assignments for the class will be listed. From this page, students can also open the assignment to see 

more detailed question-by-question feedback. 

 

 

  

With Insight, students have a visual representation of their performance across assignments and over 

time. Insight uses metrics including score and time spent on an assignment to help students analyze 

their own progress. 
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Students access their ONboard course using the MHE Connect app on an iPad or Android tablet. Through the 

app, students can access and complete all of ONboard’s assignments.  

 

Students can also use browsers apps, including Chrome and Safari, to access their ONboard course on a tablet. 

Simply open the app and go to connect.mheducation.com. 

 

Implementation Guides, Quick Start Guides, Instructional Videos, and additional resources for using McGraw-

Hill Education’s Advanced Placement digital products can be found at 

https://www.mheonline.com/apresources 

Additional in-depth resources for learning how to use Connect can be found at 

http://mpss.mhhe.com/connectlinks 

 

For Technical Support, please contact a McGraw-Hill Education Technical Support Representative: 

By phone: 1-800-437-3715 (Monday-Friday, 7:00 am - 8:00 pm (Eastern Time) 

By email: epgtech@mheducation.com 

Online: https://www.mheonline.com/epgtechcontact 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/caitlin_uttley/Desktop/connect.mheducation.com
https://www.mheonline.com/apresources
http://mpss.mhhe.com/connectlinks
mailto:epgtech@mheducation.com
https://www.mheonline.com/epgtechcontact

