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 Detailed Changes 

Three new sections have been added to the third edition. All three are designed to stress the 
contextual study of theory and harmony, to enhance student engagement in the learning 
process, to provide a broad perspective of what we teach in our theory and analysis courses, 
and to help students understand the musical and practical relevance of the materials and 
concepts they will learn in this book.  
 

1. Exploration. These sections anticipate the presentation of particular concepts. They 
instruct students to explore specific aspects of given examples, and ask them to provide 
some answers as a means of discovery through exploration. Instructors can use these 
sections to introduce new concepts in a way that will engage students directly in the 
discovery and learning process, thus focusing their attention on the topic before a more 
formal explanation is provided.  
 

2. The Context. These sections discuss topics from the corresponding chapter in ways that 
illustrate their contextual relevance. Harmonic topics are at times discussed in their 
musical or formal contexts (by means of references to examples), at other times in their 
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metric and rhythmic context. The historical and dramatic contexts of harmony and form 
are also addressed, as are matters of affect, performance, and texture.  
 

3. The Big Picture. The purpose of this section is to place individual harmonic or formal 
concepts into a larger framework or picture to show how these individual items function 
as parts of a larger whole. Most often, this heading contains the discussion and 
examples also titled “Elaborating the I–V–I Progression.” In some chapters, though, “The 
Big Picture” discusses large formal frameworks or explains techniques such as metric 
reduction. In all cases, a connection is made between the detail and the larger musical 
whole in which the detail functions. 

 
 

 
Digital  
 
Connect®—The Connect Suite effectively engages students in the course so they are better 
prepared for class, more active in discussion, and achieve better results. Its innovative and 
adaptive technology addresses a wide variety of student and instructor needs with a rich 
database of assignable and assessable activities, each attached to learning objectives. 
Connect, part of the Connect suite, is a web-based assignment and assessment platform that 
features a number of powerful tools that make managing assignments easier for instructors and 
learning and studying more engaging and efficient for students.  
 
Connect InsightTM—As part of the Connect Suite, InsightTM puts real-time analytics in your hands 
so you can take action early and keep struggling students from falling behind. Designed for 
your tablet or desktop computer, Insight is a series of visual displays providing at-a-glance 
information regarding how your section, students, and assignments are doing.  
 
SmartBook—As part of the Connect Suite, SmartBook is the first and only adaptive reading and 
learning experience that changes the way students read. It creates a personalized, interactive 
reading environment like no other by highlighting important concepts, while helping students 
identify their strengths and weaknesses. This ensures that he or she is focused on the content 
needed to close specific knowledge gaps, while it simultaneously promotes long term learning.  
 


