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Detailed Changes 
 
 

The eighth edition of Theatrical Design and Production has been extensively revised. 
Every chapter has had minor — and in some cases major — revisions to bring the 
information it offers in line with current standards and practices. 
 
Rich Dionne has been welcomed as a co-author for this eighth edition.  Rich is the Technical 
Director and Production Manager in the Department of Theatre at the Patti and Rusty Rueff 
School of Visual and Performing Arts at Purdue University and brings to our book a wealth of 
knowledge about the tools, techniques, and practices of technical theatre. He’s a practicing 
professional and an educator, and he’s well-versed in the art and craft of all areas of 
theatrical production. 
 
Chapter 5, “Style, Composition and Design,” has been updated with several new 
pictures and revised text to better explain the concepts involved. 
 
Chapter 7, “Mechanical Drafting,” has been extensively revised to reflect current 
practice. The ubiquity of CAD drafting has almost completely replaced the use 
of hand-drafting shop plates and light plots. The material on hand drafting has been 
moved to a separate appendix, and the bulk of the chapter is now devoted to an 
explanation of CAD drafting. 

 

List of 
Changes 



 
Chapter 8, “Perspective Drawing,” has also been extensively revised to, hopefully, 
make the guidance for how to mechanically draw in perspective a little more 
understandable. 
 
Chapter 9, “Scene Design,” has been updated with new material on model making 
and several new photos. 
 
Chapters 10, “Tools and Materials,” and 11, “Scenic Production Materials,” have 
both been extensively revised. Technological changes have been myriad since the last 
edition, many of which have caused revision in both design and production practices. 
One of the most prominent is the introduction of CNC machining to many 
phases of both construction and design. The ability of 3-D printers to produce parts 
has been applied to both scenery and property shops as well as to the construction 
of the designer’s models. 
 
Chapter 16, “Lighting Production,” has been revised to reflect that LED lamp 
sources are now becoming much more common in stage lighting and are demonstrated 
in the new fixtures illustrated and explained in the chapter. 
 
Chapter 21, “Sound Design and Technology,” has been extensively revised to 
make the material more accessible to the reader. New equipment is also introduced 
and explained. 
 
 
Digital  
 
Connect®—The Connect Suite effectively engages students in the course so they are better 
prepared for class, more active in discussion, and achieve better results. Its innovative and 
adaptive technology addresses a wide variety of student and instructor needs with a rich 
database of assignable and assessable activities, each attached to learning objectives. 
Connect, part of the Connect suite, is a web-based assignment and assessment platform that 
features a number of powerful tools that make managing assignments easier for instructors and 
learning and studying more engaging and efficient for students.  
 
Connect InsightTM—As part of the Connect Suite, InsightTM puts real-time analytics in your hands 
so you can take action early and keep struggling students from falling behind. Designed for 
your tablet or desktop computer, Insight is a series of visual displays providing at-a-glance 
information regarding how your section, students, and assignments are doing.  
 
SmartBook—As part of the Connect Suite, SmartBook is the first and only adaptive reading and 
learning experience that changes the way students read. It creates a personalized, interactive 
reading environment like no other by highlighting important concepts, while helping students 
identify their strengths and weaknesses. This ensures that he or she is focused on the content 
needed to close specific knowledge gaps, while it simultaneously promotes long term learning.  
 
 


