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Vocabulary

air the invisible gas that people and animals breathe
animal a living thing that is not a plant

light something that lets you see

living a thing that grows, changes, and has needs
need something you must have in order to live

nonliving a thing that does not grow, change, or have
needs

nutrient something that living things need to grow

plant a living thing that has leaves and roots and makes its
own food

survive to live and grow

water the liquid that falls as rain from the sky




Miles the spider monkey is hanging in his
thinking spot. Whenever he has a question, he
goes to his favorite place high in the trees. He
hangs there until his thoughts fall into place.
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Miles wonders, “Am I a living thing?”
/ .| After hanging for awhile, he decides to
"' ff go visit his Aunt Mona. She always has
the answers to his questions.




| Aunt Mona has a young spider monkey. She \
o ' feeds him nuts, leaves, and fruit she finds in the .

treetops. Sometimes she feeds him spiders or




Just as Aunt Mona finishes feeding

the baby, she hears a loud “SCREEEEECH!”
She wonders who is calling and then
quickly realizes who it must be!
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& L o ~ Miles! He comes swooping down,
e swinging branch to branch and
lands right next to Aunt Mona.




She gives him a big hug and says,
“Miles, we’re so happy to see you!
How are you doing?”

“I've been thinking,” says Miles.

“Again?” Aunt Mona asks with a smile.
“Let me get us a snack, and I'm ready
to listen.” She dips her hand to get
water from a hole in a tree branch.




Miles is ready. “Aunt Mona, am I a living
thing?” he asks.

“Let me help you think about the answer
on your own,” Aunt Mona replies.

“Are you growing and changing
as you get older?”
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“And what is something you need every day?” She
gives him a hint by pointing to the snack in her hand.

“I eat food and drink water every day.”

“Yes! You need food and water to live and grow.”

“So needing food and water means I am a living
thing,” Miles says.
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Miles scratches his head and asks, “Are
animals the only living things?”

“Plants are living things, too.”

“But they don’t move!”

“You’re right. They don’t move, but they do
grow and change,” Aunt Mona explains.
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Miles is still confused. “But they don’t have mouths
to chew food!”

“Plants don’t have to chew food. They need water
and light to grow. Do you see the sunlight on that
leaf? The Sun is helping the plant to grow.”

“Aha! And the rain shower this morning helped
it grow.”

“I think you’ve got it, Miles!”

\




| A baby needs food

W to live and grow. |

A living t
changes.
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Living things grow.

You were small when you were a baby. Now
you are much bigger, and you look and act

different, too. You have more hair. You have
teeth. You can talk.

15



What Plants Need

A plant is a living thing that has leaves
and roots. Plants grow and change. Trees,
bushes, and grass are plants. Plants also
need things so they can live and grow.

A need is something you must have in
order to live.



A plant needs water,
light, and air.

A plant needs
water to live
and grow.

Plants get nutrients from the soil. A nutrient

is something that living things need to

grow. A plant also needs water, light, and

air. Water is a clear liquid that makes up

rain. Light is something that lets you see.

Plants get light from the Sun. A plant uses

air, or gases around us that you can’t see,

4 to stay alive. 17




Plants Are Food

Some animals get their food from
plants. Rabbits like to eat flowers.
Deer eat the bark off trees

in winter.

Cows eat
grass for food.
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Evelyn Jo Johnson/McGraw-Hill Education

A caterpillar crawls onto a leaf.
It chews on the leaf when

it is hungry. That leaf is the
caterpillar’s breakfast!

Insects eat leaves
for food.
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Animals live in nature.

What Animals Need

Animals are living things, too. An M
is a living thing that is not a plant.

Animals move around and eat plants
or other animals as food.

Animals live
at the zoo.

(bkgd) Holly Hildreth/McGraw-Hill Education; (inset) Jessi Walker/McGraw-Hill Education
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Animals need food to survive, or live and grow.
Food has nutrients in it that helps animals live
and grow. Different kinds of food are needed by
different types of animals.

Animals live
as pets.
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Animals Are Food

Animals get food from other living things.
Some animals get their food by eating
other animals.

Birds eat worms
for food.

Fish eat smaller
fish for food.

(t) ©Dave Cole/Alamy; (b) Purestock/SuperStock




Frogs and other animals
eat insects for food.

Frogs and insects are both animals. A frog sits
on a log. When an insect passes by, he sticks
his tongue far out to catch the insect. That
insect is the frog’s dinner!

Oktay Ortakcioglu/Vetta/Getty Images
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Discussion Questions
| Fiction

» Is Miles a living thing?

» According to Aunt Mona, what do living things do?

» Are plants living things?

» What is an example of a living thing?

o What do animals need to survive?

» How have you changed from when you
were a baby?

Putting It All Together

» What pattern do you see between Miles on
page 10 and the caterpillars on page 19?

» How are you and Miles alike? How are you
different?
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