
The Future Is Now
BRING SOCIAL STUDIES  
TO LIFE WITH  
AUGMENTED REALITY
McGraw Hill and Verizon have partnered to create McGraw Hill AR, 
an augmented reality app combining proven content with powerful 
technology to engage your students in unique and impactful ways. 

With McGraw Hill AR, your social studies students can become time 
travelers, immersing themselves in the past by exploring events, 
making choices, and simulating strategies.  

These engaging, bite-size experiences promote deep conceptual 
learning and provide a great complement to your McGraw Hill Social 
Studies curriculum. 

Each activity is standards-aligned and offers a consistent approach:

 ■ Observe: Students watch a narrated animation.

 ■  Explore: Students interact with 3D objects and experiment at 
their own pace.

 ■  Evaluate: Students apply their knowledge by answering 
interactive questions. 

Lesson Plans & Worksheets
Create a free account on Verizon Innovative Learning HQ to access 
the lesson plans. There are also student worksheets that correlate 
to the activities in the app, as well as Enrichment and Extension 
activities. Make sure to bookmark this link for the McGraw Hill AR 
lesson plans within the portal.

How to Access the App
Download the free app to any Apple or Android tablet or smartphone.

Social Studies Topics in  
McGraw Hill AR

• Parthenon

• Vikings

• Silk Road

• Trench Warfare

• Space Race (incl. group activity)

• Industrial Revolution

• Westward Expansion

• Boston Massacre

AR
Social Studies

 https://www.verizon.com/learning/mcgraw-hill
https://www.verizon.com/learning/mcgraw-hill


McGraw Hill AR Correlations to U.S. and World History
Social Studies

U.S. & World History Topics & Lessons

Parthenon
App | Web | Lesson Plan

World History: Voices and Perspectives 
Topic 5: Ancient Greece
Lesson 8: Greek Achievements

World History: Voices and Perspectives
Topic 11: Medieval Europe
Lesson 1: Introducing Medieval Europe
Lesson 2: The Early Middle Ages

Vikings
App | Web | Lesson Plan

World History: Voices and Perspectives
Topic 17: The Age of Exploration and Trade 1400 to 1750 
Lesson 1: Introducing the Age of Exploration and Trade
Lesson 2: The Age of Exploration

Silk Road
App | Web | Lesson Plan

World History: Voices and Perspectives
Topic 19: The Modern World 1914 to Today 
Lesson 2: World War ITrench Warfare

App | Web | Lesson Plan United States History: Voices and Perspectives
Topic 13: Expansion and War 
Lesson 6: The United States and World War I

United States History: Voices and Perspectives
Topic 16: The Cold War
Lesson 5: Kennedy’s Foreign Policy 

Space Race
App | Web | Lesson Plan

United States History: Voices and Perspectives
Topic 12: New Industry and a Changing Society
Lesson 1: Introducing New Industry and a Changing Society
Lesson 3: Inventions Change Society

Industrial Revolution 
App | Web | Lesson Plan

United States History: Voices and Perspectives
Topic 7: Political and Geographic Changes
Lesson 1: Introducing Political and Geographic Changes
Lesson 5: The Oregon Country and Manifest Destiny

Westward Expansion
App | Web | Lesson Plan

United States History: Voices and Perspectives
Topic 4: The American Revolution
Lesson 3: No Taxation Without Representation

Boston Massacre
App | Web | Lesson Plan

McGraw Hill AR can be used in direct support of lessons noted below. However, please see the Content Progression Chart for an 
exploration of how to use the app for other grade levels with modifications. NOTE: If you’re on a mobile device with McGraw Hill AR 
downloaded, click on App to go right to that activity.

McGraw Hill AR Activity

https://www.mheducationar.com/?activityID=parthenon
https://www.mharonline.com/activity/parthenon
https://www.verizon.com/learning/lesson-plans/lessons/The-Parthenon/1266
https://www.mheducationar.com/?activityID=vikingship
https://www.mharonline.com/activity/vikingship
https://www.verizon.com/learning/lesson-plans/lessons/The-Vikings/1210
https://mheducationar.com?activityID=silkroad
https://www.mharonline.com/activity/silkroad
https://www.verizon.com/learning/lesson-plans/lessons/The-Silk-Road/1275
https://mheducationar.com?activityID=trenchwarfare
https://www.mharonline.com/activity/trenchwarfare
https://www.verizon.com/learning/lesson-plans/lessons/Trench-Warfare/1267
https://mheducationar.com?activityID=spacerace
https://www.mharonline.com/activity/spacerace
https://www.verizon.com/learning/lesson-plans/lessons/Space-Race/1265
https://mheducationar.com?activityID=industrialrevolution
https://www.mharonline.com/activity/industrialrevolution
https://www.verizon.com/learning/lesson-plans/lessons/Industrial-Revolution/1276
https://www.mheducationar.com/?activityID=oregontrail
https://www.mharonline.com/activity/oregontrail
https://www.verizon.com/learning/lesson-plans/lessons/Westward-Expansion/1268
https://www.mheducationar.com/?activityID=bostonmassacre
https://www.mharonline.com/activity/bostonmassacre
https://www.verizon.com/learning/lesson-plans/lessons/The-Boston-Massacre/1211


McGraw Hill AR Content Progressions Across Social Studies
Social Studies

McGraw Hill 
AR  

Activity
Description Social Studies 

K-2
Social Studies  

3-5
Social Studies 

6-8
Social Studies 

9-12

Westward 
Expansion 

Simulate how pioneers 
prepared to migrate west to 
survive the Oregon Trail.

Modification: 
Do not use 
passage or 
answer evaluate 
questions that 
cover passage.

✓ ✓

Space Race

Learn the developments 
that fueled the competition 
between the U.S. and 
Soviet Union during the 
cold war.

Modification: 
Do not use 
passage or 
answer evaluate 
questions that 
cover passage.

✓ ✓

Vikings
Explore a Viking ship to 
learn how their technology 
impacted the world.

✓ ✓

Industrial 
Revolution

Simulate working on 
an assembly line to 
understand the realities of 
factory work.

Modification: 
Do not use 
passage or 
answer evaluate 
questions that 
cover passage.

✓ ✓

Parthenon
Build the Parthenon piece 
by piece to learn about 
its amazing structure and 
symbolism.

✓ ✓

Silk Road

Learn how Silk Road 
played an essential role 
in interactions between 
the East and the West by 
trading common items on a 
simulated route.

✓ ✓

Trench Warfare
Simulate an attack on an 
enemy trench to learn strat-
egies of trench warfare.

✓ ✓

Boston Massacre
Witness first-hand accounts 
to explore different 
perspectives of the event.

Modification: 
Do not use in 
grades 3 and 4.

Instructions altered  
for lower grade bands

Original instructions can 
be used for these grade 
bands

These grade bands may 
be too advanced for this 
activity

The activity may be 
too advanced for these 
grade bands




