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Sharpen Advantage is the responsible AI learning solution institutions need to increase 
retention and lower DFW rates. Educators get tools to identify students’ knowledge

gaps and intervene early. Using vetted content from Sharpen’s growing library, 
administrators scale student success while students get AI study tools that promote 

learning, not loopholes.

Faculty Orientation: 
What is Sharpen Advantage?

Sharpen Advantage delivers a solution to:

Improve student 
outcomes & lower 

DFW rates

Customize 
your course 

content

Identify knowledge 
gaps for early 
intervention

Scale academic 
support
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Gain real-time, actionable insights into student 
learning to intervene early and often.

Faculty can use the Radar dashboard to track 
student engagement in Sharpen, identify class 
trends and common learning gaps, analyze Sharpen 
performance, and review effective analytics for 
individual students, courses, or cohorts.

Radar

What is the Faculty Experience: 

Use Creator to create and share your own custom 
course materials with your students.

Add your own videos, quizzes, flashcards, and 
other studey tools to a playlist. You can also use 
Sharpen’s AI content generator to build multiple 
choice questions or flashcards.

Creator

Select a prebuilt Playlist from the Sharpen library 
or create a custom Playlist for your students.

As students work through the Playlist, you can 
monitor their activity in the Radar dashboard. 
Use Radar metrics to quickly adjust Playlists and 
remediate student knowledge gaps.

Playlist
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5-Step Onboarding Checklist

1 Pair your course to Sharpen Advantage

Follow the instructions provided by your Customer Success representative to
pair your LMS course with Sharpen Advantage. This will generate a 
registration link in your LMS that students can use to register for Sharpen. Be 
sure to do this before the course starts so your students can register for 
Sharpen and start studying on the first day of class.

2 Publish a Playlist

Publish and share a Playlist with study materials related to your course content. 
You can use one of Sharpen’s 180 preconfigured Playlists, edit an existing 
Playlist, or create your own Playlist. Be sure to publish the Playlist before 
students register for Sharpen so they are directed to the content you selected.

3 Tell students to register for Sharpen and start studying

Walk students through the student registration PowerPoint deck on the first 
day of class so they know how to register for Sharpen and what they can 
do in the app. Encourage students to register for Sharpen on the first day of 
class so they can start studying your Playlist.

4 Check student progress in Radar weekly

Monitor student performance in real time and identify those who are at
risk. The Radar dashboard provides actionable insights into student
performance, engagement, and trends at the individual, course, and
cohort levels.

5 Use Creator to deliver custom content

Use Sharpen’s Creator tools to build or upload custom quizzes, summaries, 
videos, and more to share with your students. Sharpen’s GenAI Creator 
tools also let you quickly create multiple-choice questions and flashcards by 
entering a prompt. You can add content you make with Creator to any Playlist 
and publish it to your class.
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Instructors: Please place the following Sharpen information and registration instructions in your syllabus.
Share the LMS registration instructions with your students if you paired your LMS course with Sharpen
Advantage. If you did not pair your LMS course with Sharpen Advantage and your students will access
Sharpen directly at www.studysharpen.com, share the No LMS registration instructions.

This course uses Sharpen, a personalized study and exam prep app. Throughout the term, you’ll use 
Sharpen to reinforce course concepts through quizzes, flashcards, videos, and other AIpowered, 
interactive study tools. Please follow the registration instructions below on the first day of class.

Syllabus language

1.	 On the first day of class, register for Sharpen by clicking the Sharpen launch link in your LMS. 
If you do not yet have a McGraw Hill account, you will be prompted to create one.Download 
the Sharpen app to your Android or iOS smartphone to access your study content anytime, 
anywhere.

2.	 Sharpen will open in a new tab. Accept the Terms and Conditions to complete registration. 
You should then see the Playlist view with the Playlist shared by your instructor.

3.	 Once you complete Steps 1 and 2, you have completed Sharpen registration and can start 
studying.

4.	 To return to Sharpen, use the same LMS link, visit www.studysharpen.com, or download the 
Sharpen mobile

 
app from the Apple App Store or Google Play. Always sign in with your school 

email address.

1.	 On your computer, go to www.studysharpen.com and click Sign in.

2.	 Enter your school email address and then check your inbox for the 6-digit login verification code.

3.	 Enter the code and accept the Sharpen Terms and Conditions to complete registration. You should 
then see the Playlist view with the Playlist shared by your instructor.

4.	 Once you’ve registered, you can come back to the Sharpen web app at www.studysharpen.com 
on your computer or tablet anytime to study. You can also study on the go by downloading the 
Sharpen mobile app from the Apple App Store or Google Play. Always sign in with your school 
email address.

LMS instructions

No LMS registration instructions

http://www.studysharpen.com
http://www.studysharpen.com
http://www.studysharpen.com
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Users without vision or with limited vision

Sharpen provides alternative text, screen reader compatibility, and non-visual 
interactions. The app is fully usable without color perception and has no flashing 
content to minimize photosensitive seizure triggers.

Users without hearing or with limited hearing

All audio/video content uses captions, transcripts, and other accessibility adaptations. 
The application does not require speech for use, navigation, or interaction. Captions 
are displayed with synchronized audio and positioned to avoid obscuring information. 
Caption and audio synchronization is maintained across all playback modes and a 
transcript is provided as an alternative.

Users with limited reach and strength

All functionality is accessible via keyboard-only navigation and works with assistive 
technologies provided by the browser or operating system. Sharpen does not require 
fine motor controls or simultaneous actions to use.

Privacy concerns

All privacy controls are accessible with assistive technologies. Users can 
independently manage privacy settings and use standard privacy controls, such as 
connecting a headset for private screen reader listening. Sharpen’s log-in process 
requires users to enter an email address and a code sent via email for verification. 
Users are not required to remember or manage passwords.

Sharpen’s web app has completed third-party technical accessibility evaluations designed to validate the 
overall user experience. We are sharing a summary of the evaluation for your reference. An Accessibility 
Conformance Report (ACR) for Sharpen’s web app is available upon request. 

Sharpen App Accessibility Overview

automated testing tools, manual checks, screen reader testing, and native assistive technology user testing.

The evaluation used a combination of methods:
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5 Study Tools inside Sharpen

Videos deep-dive into 
individual concepts. 

Students can change the 
video speed and turn the 

transcript on and off.

Flashcards help students 
tackle terminology. They 

can tap to see definitions, 
swipe right to move 

forward, or click “remind 
me” to review terms again 

later.

Summaries give brief 
chapter overviews with 

visuals and text students 
can play out loud.

Quiz Bank is Sharpen’s 
exam prep feature. 

As students complete 
quizzes they see scores, 

earn awards, and get 
study tips to improve.

Guided Solutions offer 
practice calculations with 

detailed explanations. This 
feature is available in select 

quantitative courses.

3-5 Minute 
Concept Videos

Visual Chapter 
Summaries

Hundreds of 
Flashcards

Robust 
Quiz Bank

Step-by-Step 
Guided Solutions

Students receive a customized playlist 
from their instructor with personalized 
study activities. Students can take quizzes, 
watch videos, or ask questions through Ask 
Sharpen, their own AI-powered study buddy.

Playlist

What is the Student Experience: 

Remember
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Sharpen gives students cutting-edge AI features to power their learning. These AI tools apply 
innovative technology to help students meet their academic goals in a structure instructors can trust.

Sharpen and AI: How does Artificial 
Intelligence work in Sharpen?

As students complete activities, Sharpen’s AI engine Improve 
analyzes their progress and recommends study activities to 
tackle their knowledge gaps. Improve also shows students’ 
strengths and badges for completed activities. During the 
term, students get prompts to review recommended activities 
and improve their Sharpen scores.

Sharpen’s Improve Feature

Ask Sharpen is students’ AI study buddy! Students prompt Ask Sharpen and it 
finds or generates content by learning objectives related to students’ queries. 
Students prompt Ask Sharpen and it finds or generates content based on 
learning objectives related to their queries.

Ask Sharpen: the AI Study Buddy

Once students register for Sharpen in their LMS, they can 
access Sharpen however is easiest for them. They can 
open Sharpen from their LMS, log into Sharpen’s web app 
at studysharpen.com on a computer or tablet, or download 
the or download the iOS or Android mobile app.

Sharpen lets students choose how, when, 
and where they want to study.

Students can open Ask Sharpen from their Playlist or by tapping this icon 
wherever they see it in the app.

Ask Sharpen shares content from verified, trusted McGraw Hill sources 
and from external resources. Externally-sourced content is clearly labeled 
for instructors and students.

Remember


