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SmartBook - Instructor Overview

SmartBook personalizes learning for each student, adapting to pinpoint knowledge gaps and focus study on
the concepts that need it most. This guide walks you through a SmartBook assignment in Student View, from
starting the assignment to using Recharge, so you can see what your students experience.

Step 1: Go to Your Section Dashboard
Go to your section dashboard.
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Step 2: Switch to Student View
Click Student View.

%COmeCt New Experience €@ & m

Gonnect Wrting Assignment < Back to My Courses
Connect Writing

= ~  Manage Assignments [ cone e SRR
| Assignment Actions ~ || £1 Organize || 32 Fitter | ‘ﬁpload Syllabus |

Hileasa Notes s8  Chapter 1 Smartbook Assignment 3 Student progress

e © | Notstarted
( e s sortDate oue vate &3

August 19, 2026 August 31,2026 100.00 [ o Jmprogress

0 | completed

| Change Section w |
£ Student Roster
& Manage Instructors
M Course Materials
13 Instructor Resources

[ Media

l View Reports

' Launch Test Builder @




& connect

Step 3: Open the SmartBook Assignment

Click the arrow icon to begin the SmartBook assignment as a student.
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Step 4: Begin the Assignment
Click Begin.

Student view
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Step 5: Review the Assighnment Summary
The SmartBook assignment summary shows the due date, the duration (the estimated time to complete the
questions), and the number of concepts covered.

Student view *Some actions are not avallable In this mode, and assignment data Is not save

Exit Assignment X

Hi, Ann. Let's get started!

SmartBook Assignment | Chapter 1 Smartbook Assignment

Due Date Duration Content
8/31/26 24m 15
159 PM Estimated Concepts
Want to learn more before you answer questions? Familiar with the material and ready to start the

assignment?

Start Reading Start Questions.
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Step 6: Start Reading
Best practice is for students to select Start Reading. Students can select Start Questions if they have already
read the material.

< Retumn to instructor view Student view *Some actions are not available: n this mode, and assignment data Is not saved.

Exit Assignment X

Hi, Ann. Let's get started!

SmartBook Assignment | Chapter 1 Smartbook Assignment

Due Date Duration Content
8/31/26 24m 15
58P Estimated Concepts
Want to learn more before you answer questions? Familiar with the material and ready to start the

assignment?

Start Reading Start Questions.
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Step 7: Read the Highlighted Content

Students read the material in the eBook, paying close attention to the highlighted concepts. You choose these
highlighted areas when you create the assignment.

< Return to instructor view Student view s tions are not available n this mode, and

Exit Assignment X
[ To Questions
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1.1 The Characteristics of Life

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this section, you should be able to
1. Explain the basic characteristics common to all living organisms.
2. Distinguish between the levels of biological organization.

3. Summarize how the terms and ion relate to all living organisms.

4. Contrast chemical cycling and energy flow within an ecosystem.

As we explored in the chapter opener, life is diverse (2 Fig. 1.1). Life may be found everywhere on the planct, from thermal vents at the bottom of the ocean to
the coldest reaches of Antarctica. [Biology is the scientific study of life. Biologists study not onl iversity but also the characteristics shared by all living

organisms. These Tnciude levels of organization, the ability o acquire materials and energy, the ability to maintain an internal environment, the

ability o respond fo stimuli, the ability o reproduice and develop, and the ability to adapt and evolve fo changing conditions] By studying these characteristics,

We gain ISIZNt 1110 the COMPICX NATLIC Of 11, WHICK NEIPS s GIStNZUISh Detween VINg Organisms irom NORNVINg things. 10 The NExt SCCHions, we Wil explore
cach of these characteristics in more detail.

FR
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Step 8: Go to the Questions
Once students finish reading and feel confident in what they learned, they select To Questions to show their
understanding.

< Return to instructor view Student view

ot avallable In this made, and assignment datz

Exit Assignment X
To Questions

1.2 Evolution: The Core Concept of Biology

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this section, you should be able to

1. Define the term evolution.

2. Explain the process of natural selection and its relationship to evolutionary processes.

3. Summarize the general characteristics of the major classifications of life.

[Despite diversity in form, function, and lifestyle, organisms share the same basic characteristios. As mentioned, they are all composed of cells organized in a

similar manner. Their genes are composed of DNA, and they carry out the same metabolic reactions to acquire energy and maintain their organization. The
ity of Tvi

An evolutionary tree is like a family tree (B Fig. 1.6). Just as a family tree shows how a group of people have descended from one couple, an evolutionary tree
traces the ancestry of life on Earth to a common ancestor. One couple can have diverse children. and likewise a population ean be a common ancestor to several
other groups, each adapted to a particular st of environmental conditions. Evelution is the process in which populations change over time to adapt to their
environment and pass on these changes to the next generation, Evolution is considered the unifying concept of biology because it explains almost every aspect of
life. including life's tremendous diversity on our planet, life’s adaptations to the myriad environments it thrives in, and how living organisms arose from a single

ancestor. @
i Al e - -
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Step 9: Review the Assignment Tips
A pop-up box shows Assighment Tips for completing the SmartBook assignment. After reading the tips,
students click Got It.

Assignment Tips

« Complete the assignment by the due date to earn credit

« As you answer each question, choose how confident you feel
about your answer.

« It's okay to get questions wrong; your'll have a chance to try
again.

« The goal is to improve your accuracy over time and show
growth

Step 10: View the First Question
The first question appears along with the progress status.

nt view

00NN o of 15 Concepts completed (T @

Multiple Choice Question

Why is an outside source of materials and energy essential for all life forms?

O to maintain organization and carry out necessary activities
R TS D
O to protect themselves from predators

O s seitio svwianiiaiiat ehanges

(3) Need help? Review these concept resources.

Rate your confidence to submit your answer. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
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Step 11: Answer and Rate Confidence
SmartBook presents a variety of questions throughout the assignment. To submit each question, students
select an answer and rate their confidence level.

The confidence level does not affect their progress, but it encourages students to assess their own
understanding.

< Retumn to instructor view Student view *Some actions are not available: n this mode, and assignment data Is not saved.

[ et assignment x

(000N © 0f 15 Concepts compieted (i)

Multiple Choice Question

Why is an outside source of materials and energy essential for alllife forms?

O to maintain organization and carry out necessary activities
O to communicate with other organisms

© to protect themselves from predators

(O to adapt to environmental changes

(3) Need help? Review these concept resources.

Rate your confidence to submit your answer. ‘ High ‘ Medium ‘ Low | I Reading

© 2026 McGraw Hill. All Rights Reserved.  Privacy Center  Terms of Use

Step 12: Get Immediate Feedback

This is where SmartBook begins to adapt to each student. After answering a question, students get immediate
feedback on whether their answer is correct or incorrect.

If the answer is incorrect, SmartBook addresses the knowledge gap and directs the student to select a concept
resource to review.

< Retumn to instructor view Student view *Some actions are not avallable:In this mode, and assignment data Is not saved.

Me
Graw [ Exit Assignment X
it

metabolism

to communicate with other organisms

Reason: Communication with other organisms Is not the primary reason for neeciing external sources of energy and materials. The main reason is to maintain organization
and carry out necessary activities.

-]

to protect themselves from predators

Reason: While energy and materials are essential for survival, protection from predators is not the primary reason for needing external sources of energy and materials.

to adapt to environmental changes

Reason: Adapting to environmental changes may be a part of survival, but the fundamental need for materials and energy is to maintain organization and perform
essential activities.

Correct Answer

1o maintain organization and carry out necessary activities

) Select a concept resource to continue.

[# Clarify with Al Reader

3 Read About the Concept

©2026 McGraw Hill All Rights Reserved.  Privacy Center  Terms of Use
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Step 13: Clarify with Al Reader

If students select Clarify with Al Reader, Al Reader gives them opportunities to check their knowledge.

Student view

*Some actions are not avallable In this

ade, and assignment data Is

[ Exit Assignment. X
Why s an outside source of materials and energy essential for all life forms?

[ To Questions
= < » Aa  « AlReader (7) x
~ | Theuitimate source of energy for nearly all life on Earth is the sun. Plants and certain other organisms are able %

Al iffe, from singe cells to car

X organisms.

to capture solar energy and carry on photosynthesis. a process that transforms solar energy into the chen

al energy
of nutrient molecules (see () Seetion 6.1). For this reason. these organisms are commonty called producers. Animals

.| and plants get enerey by metabolizing (
Section 7.1).

Check My Knowledge
Fig. 1.3), or breaking down, the nutrient molecules made by the producers

What do foog-derived nutrient
molecules provide to living organisms?

They eliminate the need for

y replace the need for oxygen.

from using ATP.

Figure 1.3 Acquiring nutrient materials and energy. All

organisms, including this otter eating shellfish, require nutrients
and energy.

Kirsten Wahiquist/Shutierstock

The energy and chemical flow between organisms also defines how an ecosystem functions (

TPaset stk
Fig. 1.4). i
Within an ecosystem, chemical cycling and energy flow begin when producers, such as grasses, take in solar energy

and inorganic nutrients to produce food (organie nutrients) by photosynthesis. Chemical cycling (aqua arrows)
oceurs as chemicals move from one population to another in a food chain. until death and decomposition allow

et fin b sretrremindd fibhe s nnan snain. Hosrey (redsrmons® onfheotheshond s
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Step 14: View an Explanation
Students can select Explanation to view a different explanation from the eBook.

Student view *Some actions are not available In this mode, and assignment data Is
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Step 15: Simplify the Concept

Or, students can select Simplify to review a basic explanation of the concept.

Student view

Why s an outside source of materials and energy essential for all life forms?

The ultimate source of energy for nearly all life on Earth is the sun. Plants and certain other organisms are able

to capture solar energy and carry on photosynthesis. a process that transforms solar energy into the chen

and plants get energy by metabolizing (
Section 7.1).

Fig. 1.3), or breaking down, the nutrient molecules made by the produ

Figure 1.3 Acquiring nutrient materials and energy. All

organisms, including this otter eating shellfish, require nutrients
and energy.

Kirsten Wahiquist/Shutierstock

The energy and chemical flow between organisms also defines how an ecosystem functions (

Fig. 1.4).
Within an ecosystem, chemical cycling and energy flow begin when producers. such as grasses, take in solar energy

and inorganic nutrients to produce food (organie nutrients) by photosynthesis. Chemical cycling (aqua arrows)

oceurs as chemicals move from one population to another in a food chain, until death and decomposition allow

et fin b sretrremindd fibhe s nnan snain. Hosrey (redsrmons® onfheotheshond s
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Explanation

Step 16: Return to the Questions

Students select To Questions to continue answering questions.

Student view

*Some actions are not avallable in this

bde, and assignment data Is

Why is an outside source of materials and energy essential for all life forms?

>

g down, the nutrient molecules made by the producers

Section 7.1).

Figure 1.3 Acquiring nutrient materials and energy. All

organisms, including this otter eating shellfish, require nutrients
and energy.

Kirstan Wakhlquist/Shutterstock

The energy and chemical flow between organisms also defines how an ecosystem functions (2 Fig. 1.4). s

Within an ecosystem, chemical eyeling and energy flow begin when producers, such as grasses, take in solar energy
and inorganic nutrients to produce food (organic nutrients) by photosynthesis. Chemical cycling (aqua arrows)
occurs as chemicals move from one population to another in a food chain, until death and decomposition allow
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~ | The ultimate source of enerey for neariy all life on Earth is the sun. Plants and certain other organisms are able ">
to capture solar energy and carry on photosynthesis, a process that transforms solar energy into the chemical energy
of nutrient molecules (see Section 6.1). For this reason, these organisms are commonly called producers. Animals
. | and plants get enerey by metabolizing ({2 Fig. 1.3). or breal

[ Exit Assignment x

Aa  © Al Reader

Explanation

Living systems cannot stay organized on
their own; they must continually take in
matter and energy from the environment
Food supplies nutrient molecules that
serve two main roles: they can become
building blocks for cell parts, or they can
be broken down to release energy. That
energy is Used in metabolism, the full set
of chemical reactions in cells. In this way,
life depends on a constant input of
materials and energy to maintain structure,
perform work, and support basic functions.
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Step 17: Go to the Next Question

Students click Next Question to continue.

Student view *Some actions are not avallable In this mode, and assignment data Is

[ Exit Assignment X

DI000I0NN00000 © of 5 Concepts completed

Your Answer (@ incorect )

Why is an outside source of materials and energy essential for all life forms?

] Feedback

to maintain organization and carry out necessary activities

Reason: All life forms require an external source of materials and energy to maintain organization and perform essential activities such as growth, reproduction, and
metabolism
to communicate with other organisms

Reason: Communication with other organisms is not the primary reason for needing external sources of energy and materials. The main reason is to maintain organization

and carry out necessary activities

to protect themselves from predators

Reason: While energy and materials are essential for survival, protection from predators is not the primary reason for needing external sources of energy and materials.

to adapt to environmental changes

Reason: Adapting to environmental changes may be a part of survival, but the fundamental need for materials and energy is to maintain organization and perform

essential activities.

Correct Answer

to maintain organization and carry out necessary activities

Need heip? Review these concept resources.

Step 18: Track Progress

As students answer questions correctly, the progress indicator updates.

A concept moves to partially complete when the student answers one question for that concept correctly, and
to complete when the student answers two questions correctly.

Student view *Some actions are not avallable in this aved.

[ et assignment x

de, and assignment data is not

2 0f 15 Concepts completed (|

Multiple Choice Question

What suggests that all life on Earth is descended from a common ancestor?

O the presence of different metabolic reactions in organisms
O the unity of iving organisms
O the aersity of iving organisms

O the various forms and functions of living organisms

5) Need help? Review these concept resources.

Rto your confidenca o submit your answer. | Fig | | | [tow ) g vesang | ,
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Step 19: Complete the Assignment
Once all concepts are complete, students click Complete Assignment.

< Return to instructor view Student view

TNIRRIRININNY 25 ot 15 Concepts completed ()

Your Answer (@ corect )

Scientists report their findings to other scientists by publishing them in scientific  journal

) Feedback

Correct Answer

Field 1: journals, journal, or publications

5) Need help? Review these concept resources.

| Complete Assignment

I Reading
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Step 20: Review the Real-Time Reports

Real-time reports appear after each SmartBook assignment is completed. Students click View your
challenging concepts to review the concepts they struggled with most.

< Return to instructor view Student view

Great work, Ann! You've completed this assignment.

Your performance at a glance

Your Accuracy Your Confidence Your Challenging Concepts

Medium Knowledgeable 2
“You answered with 77% accuracy 76% correct answers with high confidence challenging concepts

out of 15 total concepts

View your confidence profile

Back o Assignments Start Recharge

© 2026 McGraw Hill. All Rights Reserved.  Privacy Center  Terms of Us:
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Step 21: Review Challenging Concepts

Students can review their most challenging concepts. Students click X to close the list.

Student view

Your Challenging Concepts

Challenging Concepts
Define biology.

Identify similarities among living organisms.

Step 22: Start Recharge

Once an assignment is complete or past its due date, the assignment enters Recharge Mode. Students can
choose to use it, but it is not required.

Students click Start Recharge to begin.

Student view

Great work, Ann! You've completed this assignment.

Your performance at a glance

Your Accuracy Your Confidence Your Challenging Concepts
Medium Knowledgeable 2
“You answered with 77% accuracy 76% correct answers with high confidence challenging concepts

out of 15 total concepts

View your challenging_concepts

Back to Assignments Start Recharge o

© 2026 McGraw Hill. All Rights Reserved. Privacy Center Terms of Use
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Step 23: Learn How Recharge Works

Recharge Mode is a personalized study mode that uses the student's performance on the original assignment
to prioritize areas that need reinforcement.

Students click Got It to close the How Recharge Works window.

Student view

How Recharge Works

+ Recharge is a personalized study mode that prioritizes areas
that need reinforcement

+ Recharge is continuous: wark for as long or as short as you
want, whenever you want.

+ Recharge does not affect your grade.

- Exit anytime.

Got It

Step 24: Start Recharge Questions
Click Start Questions to begin.

Student view

Welcome to Recharge ®

Your performance at a glance

Your Accuracy

Medium

Start Reading Start Questions

You answered with 77% accurac

Your Confidence

Knowledgeable

76% correct answers with high confidence

View your confidence profile

© 2026 McGraw Hill. All Rights Reserved. Privacy Center Terms of Use

Your Challenging Concepts

2

challenging concepts
out of 15 total concepts

View your challenging_concepts
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Step 25: Practice in Recharge
As students answer questions, they still get immediate feedback and additional resources to review. However,
Recharge does not have a progress tracker.

Students can use Recharge for as long as they want with no penalty.

<Return to inst e Student view

Graw| Recharge
L

Multiple Choice Question

What s the role of DNA in the development process of a multicellular organism?

O 1t regulates the oxygen levels in cells. ‘

O 1t supplies energy for cellular activities
O 1t provides the blueprint for gene expression.

O 1t provides the nutrients necessary for cell growtn

(3) Need help? Review these concept resources.

Rate your confidence to submit your answer. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ I Reading ‘
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