
Now you can help them gain the reading skills they need
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Introducing Reading for Information
Help students transition from 
learning to read to reading to learn
SRA’s Reading for Information	is	a	brand	new	supplemental	reading	program	designed	
for	students	in	Grades	2–6.	

The	type	of	instruction	given	between	Grades	2–6	makes	a	significant	impact	on	
children	–	it	is	during	this	time	that	they	begin	to	focus	on	informational	reading.	Up	
until	this	point,	they	have	learned	to	read,	in	most	cases,	primarily	through	exposure	to	
narrative	text.	

Reading for Information	presents	a	needed	transition	between	the	narrative	writing	in	
early	readers	and	the	expository	writing	in	textbooks.

How can I transition my students from reading narrative 
to reading informational text?

Students must 

understand informational 

text to comprehend  

Science and Social 

Studies passages they’ll 

find on state tests!

A flexible program 
designed for you!
•	Science	and	Social	Studies	content	to	

help	reinforce	state	standards

•	Leveled	Student	Readers	to	enable	
differentiating	instruction

•	English-Language	Learner	support

•	Flexible	lessons,	taught	in	any	sequence	
to	meet	curriculum	needs

•	Use	it	in	a	variety	of	classroom	settings:
-	Whole	class
-	Summer	school
-	After	school
-	Small	group	or	workshop
-	Individual	tutoring
-	Intervention2

•	In	Grades	2–4	you’ll	help	your	students	transition	from	reading	fiction	to	facts	
through	paired	readings.	Lessons	include	a	reading	in	a	familiar	narrative	format	
and	a	very	similar	reading	in	an	informational	format.

•	In	Grades	5–6	you’ll	coach	students	through	guided	and	independent	practice.	
Lessons	include	an	introductory	paragraph	that	helps	connect	the	lesson	to	
students’	prior	knowledge	and	spark	their	thinking.

Early	Elementary	 upper elementary

Learning	to	Read	 Reading to Learn

Fictional/Narrative	Reading	 informational Reading

help your students make these important transitions:
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Teach students solid strategies for  
reading informational text

StructuresStructures Teach	use	of	text structures,	such	as	cause	and	effect,	problem/solution,	description,	and	
compare/contrast.

FeaturesFeatures
text features	that	are	used	in	nonfiction	text	to	aid	comprehension	–	such	as	bulleted	lists,	
headings,	maps,	charts,	and	graphs	–	are	used	throughout	the	program	to	give	students	
practice	using	them.

VocabularyVocabulary Core	content	vocabulary	is	highlighted	throughout	the	selections	in	every	Student	Reader.

The	3 Key elements	are	taught	and	practiced	throughout	the	Student	Reader	text:

3

With	Reading for Information,	you’ll:

•	Teach	comprehension	skills	that	are	vital	to	success	in	the	classroom	and	on	
standardized	tests

•	Provide	reading	instruction	using	nonfiction	Science	and	Social	Studies	texts,	and	
give	students	experience	reading	in	these	subjects

•	Support	students	with	varying	abilities	–	including	those	above,	on,	or	below	
reading	level	and	English-Language	Learners

•	Familiarize	students	with	the	3 Key elements	that	appear	in	expository	text	and	
are	essential	to	content-area	reading

Science and Social Studies

Reading foR
infoRmation

Teacher's Resource

•  Create word-search, crossword, or jumble puzzles

•  Reinforce English terms using Spanish definitions

CD-ROM
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Reading foR
infoRmation
Science and Social Studies

Software Support Hotline
1-800-678-2747

Visit our Web site at
www.SRAonline.com/RFI

Science and Social Studies

Reading foR
infoRmation

Classroom Resource

•  Generate tests tailored to your students

•  Format tests to match your state standards

•  Customize questions to your students' needs

CD-ROM
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Reading foR
infoRmation
Science and Social Studies

Software Support Hotline
1-800-678-2747

Visit our Web site at
www.SRAonline.com/RFI

SRA	Reading for Information	uses	Science	
and	Social	Studies	content	to	teach	nonfiction	
reading	skills.



Student Materials

Student Readers
To	help	differentiate	instruction,	the	Student	Readers	are	leveled:	

=	Approaching	Level

=	On	Level

=	Above	Level

Each	of	these	three	levels	maintains	the	same	content	and	vocabulary,	
though	supporting	details	differ	so	students	can	learn	from	one	another.	
This	structure	promotes:

•	Level-appropriate	practice	for	each	individual

•	Independent	usage	by	students

•	Lively	whole-class	discussion	and	enrichment	through	synchronized	
vocabulary	and	content,	with	unique	supporting	details

Economics

Geography

Civics

HistoryLife Science
Earth Science

Physical Science
Health

Science Social Studies

Text	in	Reading for Information	is
based	on	these	Science	and	Social
Studies	themes:

Help	students	learn	and	practice	
key	comprehension-aiding	features	
found	in	informational	text,	such	
as	bulleted	lists,	headings,	maps,	
charts,	and	graphs.

Student	Reader

Teach	use	of	text	structures,	such	as	
cause	and	effect,	problem/solution,	
description,	and	compare/contrast,	
through	identification	of	signal	
words	and	organizational	patterns.4

Give	students	multiple	exposures	
to	the	academic	vocabulary	they	
need	to	ensure	comprehension	of	
Science,	Social	Studies,	and	other	
informational	text.	The	PuzzleMaker	
CD-ROM	provides	extra	practice	
with	vocabulary	words.

StructuresStructures FeaturesFeatures

VocabularyVocabulary

Student	Reader
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Interactive Skills Handbook
Consumable	resource	book	in	“Learn	It,	Try	It,	Practice	It,	Apply	It”	format	
thoroughly	prepares	students	and	increases	their	confidence.

Interactive	Skills	Handbook

22

Interactive Skills Handbook • Grade 4

Features

Interactive Skills Handbook • Grade 4

23

Features

Bar graphs and pictographs use shapes and pictures to

display and compare information.

A bar graph uses bars to show comparisons between two

or more things. A pictograph uses pictures to represent

amounts. A legend may be used to explain the graph.

Lesson 5 Graphs

Features

Graphs Lesson 5

Use the information in the pictograph to answer the

following questions.
Features

Learn It

Try It

1. How many home runs did James have?

a. 10
b. 2

c. 4

2. Which player hit more home runs than Fran but fewer

than Carrie?

a. Lyndon
b. Jian

c. James

3. Which player hit the most home runs?

a. Juanita
b. Lyndon

c. Carrie

This bar graph compares the distance that mud traveled in
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Lesson 5 Graphs

Features
Graphs Lesson 5

Features

Use the information in the box to complete the bargraph.        

Practice It

Use the information in the table to create a bar graphor a pictograph.

These cities belong on the graph. Write the names ofthe missing cities in the correct places on the graph.
Daytona Beach, FL (70) Yuma, AZ (74)

4. Which city has the highest average temperature?

5. How many cities have an average temperature of 72°F?

Month
Books Read

September
October
November
December
January
March
April

6
7
8
8
6
8
9

Average Number of Books Read
72

70
72 72

7474

77

Av
er

ag
e

Te
m

pe
ra

tu
re

 ºF

76

74

78

72

70

68

66

64

0

Cities

Warmest Cities in the United States

Corpus

Chris
ti,

TX

Orla
ndo, FL

Tampa, FL

Fort Myers, 
FL

Honolulu, H
I

3

Honolulu, HI

Answers will vary but should reflect data. A pictograph should
include a legend.

006-045_610338_RFI4ISHFeatures.i24-25   24-25

2/19/07   7:39:31 PM

24

Interactive Skills Handbook • Grade 4

Features

Interactive Skills Handbook • Grade 4

25

Features

Lesson 5 Graphs

Features

Graphs Lesson 5

Features
Use the information in the box to complete the bar

graph.        

Practice It

Use the information in the table to create a bar graph

or a pictograph.

These cities belong on the graph. Write the names of

the missing cities in the correct places on the graph.
Daytona Beach, FL (70) Yuma, AZ (74)

4. Which city has the highest average temperature?
5. How many cities have an average temperature of 72°F?

Month

Books Read
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NovemberDecemberJanuary
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6
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Average Number of Books Read
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Cities

Warmest Cities in the United States

Corpus
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X

Orlando, FL

Tampa, FL

Fort Myers, FL

Honolulu, HI

3

Honolulu, HI

Answers will vary but should reflect data. A pictograph should

include a legend.
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From	guided	reading	through	independent	practice,	students	learn	and	use	
skills	in	various	contexts.
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SECTION1 What Makes a Region?

T he United States is a big country with many regions. A 
region is an area with common features that set it apart 

from other areas. People who study geography study all 
aspects of different regions. Geography is the study of Earth, 

including land, people, and places. 

One way that a region may be unique is its geology. 
Geology is the study of the history of Earth’s rocks, soil, and 
minerals. Another way a region may be unique is its resources. 

Studying Regions
What is the environment like in your region? An 

environment is the surroundings in which people, plants, and 
animals live. Do you live in the country, like Juan did? Or do 
you live in a city or town? What is the geography like where 
you live? As you read about each region, think about how the 

region where you live is 
the same as or different 
from the regions being 
described. 

The United States can be divided into five regions. Each region 
shares some things in common, such as landforms and crops.

98 Reading for Information

How would living in the Rocky 
Mountains be different from 
living in your region? How 
would it be similar?

Student	Reader



Fun 
Facts!

Fun 
Facts!Getting Started

Objects in Outer Space

Unit Objectives
3 Key Elements:

VocabularyVocabulary  Students will learn key science and 
academic words.

FeaturesFeatures  Students will understand the purpose of 
diagrams and how to read them.

StructuresStructures  Students will be able to identify and 
understand cause-and-eff ect text.

Unit Vocabulary
Science  Academic
outer space  revolve 
planet   
telescope 
star 
phase  

Genre:  
Narrative and expository text

Comprehension Skill:  
Questioning

1 Focus
Preparing to Read
In this unit students will read about children who learn about space while gazing 
at the stars. They will also learn about the diff erent bodies in space and how they 
move. 

Connecting Prior Knowledge
• Use the Fun Facts! to start a discussion about outer space. Ask 

students if they know what Jupiter is (Jupiter is a planet). What 
other planets do they know about? 

• Ask students questions such as the following: Do they know what 
a star is? What does the sun look like? What does the moon look 
like? Can they imagine what the sky would look like if Earth had 
63 moons?

• Ask students whether they have ever looked through a telescope 
or been to a planetarium. Ask them to share their experiences. 

•  Earth has one moon, 
but Jupiter has 
63 moons!

•  The sun is so big that 
if it were hollow you 
could fi ll it with one 
million Earths!

32 33

 On Level  Above Level Approaching Level

Unit Overview

Background Information

= Approaching Level 

= On Level 

= Above Level

Ability Level Key

Materials:

The 3 Key Elements of this unit are vocabulary, diagrams, and 

cause-and-eff ect text. Students will apply these elements as they 

read about the diff erences between planets and stars, the motions of 

planets and the moon, and why the moon goes through phases.  This 

introduction to the basics of astronomy helps students begin to think 

about the solar system.

Student Readers
• Objects in the Sky  

• Looking at Outer Space 
• Exploring Outer Space 

Activity Masters #1–4, 
pp. 72–75
Interactive Skills 
Handbook, pp. 18–21, 
pp. 46–53, pp. 94–97

Objects in the Sky
Earth Science

READING FOR
INFORMATION

Looking at
Outer Space

Earth Science

READING FOR
INFORMATION

Exploring
Outer Space

Earth Science

READING FOR
INFORMATION

Teacher’s Guide
Grade 6

Reading foR
infoRmation

Science and Social Studies

Includes:

1. Easy to use three-step lesson plan

2. Differentiated Instruction Strategies

3. English Language Learner Activities

4. Reproducible Blackline Activity Masters

6

Teacher’s Guide
R

i

= Approaching Level

= On Level
= Above Level

Ability Level Key2 Teach
Prereading ActivitiesWhole Group Use the following activities with all students tointroduce the 3 Key Elements of the unit.

VocabularyVocabulary
• Science Have the class brainstorm ways of using the 

approaching-level science words in sentences. Ask them to
try to use at least two or all three science words in the same 
sentence. Then lead a discussion on how the words relate to
one another. For example: “You can use a telescope to look at 
a planet in outer space.”

• Academic Reinforce the academic word revolve by standing 
in front of the class and choosing a volunteer to walk around
you in a circle. Help students name examples of things that 
revolve—a baseball player running bases, a tetherball, a 
person running around a track, a person roller or ice skating in 
a rink, race cars racing around a track, and so on.

FeaturesFeatures
• Diagrams Have students look at the diagram on page 4 of 

their reader. Explain that diagrams are drawings that contain
information. Ask them what this diagram shows (the solar 
system). Ask volunteers to describe the diagram.

StructuresStructures
• Cause and Effect

ect
ask, Have you ever been late for school in the morning? What
caused this to happen?• Tell students that a cause is why something happens and 

ect happens because of a cause. Write an example of a 
cause on the board, such as, It is hot outside. Ask students toects (we went swimming, we went to the 

ect such as,
School was cancelled,

erent
causes (it was a snow day, holiday, or summer vacation).• For additional support, tell the class that signal words such as 

because, if…then, and as a result,
ect.

5 min5 min

5 min5 min

10 min10 min

Assign the Reading
• Distribute the Student Readers for this lesson based on students’

reading levels, and havestudents begin reading.• Encourage students to pay attention to
vocabulary, diagrams,and cause-and-e�ecttext as they read.34

For more
practice with• vocabulary, use Activity Master#1, page 72.

• diagrams, use Activity Master#2, page 73.
• ect, use ActivityMaster #3, page 74.

26-49_610341_RFI3TGscience.indd   34-35

Reusable Activity Masters are 
included in the Teacher’s Guide
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Earth Science

Earth Science

Words to Know 

outer space the area beyond Earth’s air 

planet any one of the eight large bodies that orbit 

the sun 

telescope a tool that makes things look brighter and 

closer

revolve to move around another object

1.  Use vocabulary words from the box to complete 

the following sentence.

We used a 

 to look into 

 and saw a 

 .

2. Circle the pictures below that show something 

you would find in outer space. 

Diagrams 

Read the diagram. Then answer the questions.

Parts of a Tooth  

Features

72 Reading for Information • Grade 3 

Earth Science • Activity Master 1 • Vocabulary

Earth Science • Activity Master 2 • Text Features  

Reading for Information • Grade 3 73

Vocabulary

1. What is the top layer of a tooth called? 

 

2. How many parts of a tooth does this diagram 

show? 

 

3. What is the title
 of this diagram? 

 

4. What is the layer under the enamel called?   

 

Dentin

Pulp

Enamel

3. Name something that revolves around something 

else.

068-083_610341_RFI3TGsci_BLM.ind72-73   72-73
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Cause and Eff ect

Read the sentences below. Then fill in the empty 

box with the correct information.

1. Richard guessed the number of jelly beans in the 

jar, so he won $10. 

Earth Science

Earth Science

Earth Science • Activity Master 4 • English Language Learners  
Reading for Information • Grade 3 75

74 Reading for Information • Grade 3 
Earth Science • Activity Master 3 • Text Structures

Structures

Objects in Outer Space

Write the word from the box that goes with each 

picture. Cut out the pictures. Put the pictures 

in order from largest object to smallest object. 

Paste them on construction paper.

ELL

2. If Inez babysits for her aunt, then she has to 

prepare supper for the children.

Cause

Effect

Cause

Effect

  sun moon planet telescope

✂
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Earth Science
Earth ScienceWords to Know 

outer space the area beyond Earth’s air 
planet any one of the eight large bodies that orbit the sun 

telescope a tool that makes things look brighter and closer

revolve to move around another object

1.  Use vocabulary words from the box to complete the following sentence.
We used a  to look into 

 and saw a  .
2. Circle the pictures below that show something you would find in outer space. 

Diagrams 
Read the diagram. Then answer the questions.

Parts of a Tooth  

Features

72 Reading for Information • Grade 3 Earth Science • Activity Master 1 • Vocabulary
Earth Science • Activity Master 2 • Text Features  Reading for Information • Grade 3 73

Vocabulary

1. What is the top layer of a tooth called? 
 

2. How many parts of a tooth does this diagram show? 

 

3. What is the title of this diagram? 
 

4. What is the layer under the enamel called?   
 

Dentin

Pulp

Enamel

3. Name something that revolves around something else.

068-083_610341_RFI3TGsci_BLM.ind72-73   72-73

2/9/07   6:35:00 PM

Name

Date

Co
py

rig
ht

 ©
 S

RA
/M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill
. 

Name

Date

Co
py

rig
ht

 ©
 S

RA
/M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill
. 

Cause and Eff ectRead the sentences below. Then fill in the empty 

box with the correct information.

1. Richard guessed the number of jelly beans in the 

jar, so he won $10. 

Earth Science

Earth Science

Earth Science • Activity Master 4 • English Language Learners  
Reading for Information • Grade 3 75

74 Reading for Information • Grade 3 

Earth Science • Activity Master 3 • Text Structures

Structures

Objects in Outer Space
Write the word from the box that goes with each 

picture. Cut out the pictures. Put the pictures 

in order from largest object to smallest object. 

Paste them on construction paper.

ELL

2. If Inez babysits for her aunt, then she has to 

prepare supper for the children.

Cause

Effect

Cause

Effect

  sun
moon

planet
telescope

✂
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Science and Social Studies

Reading foR
infoRmation

Teacher's Resource

•  Create word-search, crossword, or jumble puzzles

•  Reinforce English terms using Spanish definitions

CD-ROM

Science and Social Studies

Reading foR
infoRmation

Classroom Resource

•  Generate tests tailored to your students

•  Format tests to match your state standards

•  Customize questions to your students' needs

CD-ROM

 Teacher’s Guide
• Provides flexibility for your classroom setting, using one unit per week 

• Features “Focus, Teach, Review and Assess” instructional design

• Includes Activity Masters (blackline masters) with answers

Present lessons with content-rich 
program components

Teacher Materials

Technology Support

• ExamView® Assessment CD-ROM
• Generate tests in the format 

you need 

• Save time with pre-made  
Unit Tests

• PuzzleMaker CD-ROM
• Easily create word-search, 

crossword, or jumble puzzles

• Reinforce all the content 
vocabulary terms in a fun way

6

2  Teach 
Includes instructional strategies 
and tools for:

• Guided Reading

• Reader’s Workshop

• Differentiating Instruction

• English-Language Learners

• Additional lessons on genres 
and comprehension skills

1 Focus 
Introduces the lesson and includes a 
Getting Started activity that uses Fun 
Facts to connect the lesson content 
to students’ prior knowledge.

3  Review and Assess 
Provides suggestions for monitoring 
progress and assessment with easy-to-
use references that help you check for 
understanding and measure student 
learning.
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Skills Practice ...................

6

7

Extending the LessonSmall Group  Use the following lessons to customize your instruction according 
to your students’ needs.

Reader’s Workshop: Focus on Genre• Narrative and Expository Text  Show students specifi c examples of narrative and expository passages in their readers. Point out that both types of writing can give important information. Have students use a bookmark to show the place in the book where the genre changes.• Retelling  Ask students to read the books in pairs. Have them read the narrative section 

and then retell the story verbally to their partners in their own words. Tell them to read the expository section and take notes on what they have learned about early Native American life. 
• Connecting  Have students list ways that the two genres helped them learn about Native American life.

Diff erentiating Instruction:  English Language Learners• Interact  Have students look at the photographs and drawings in their Student Readers. Have students use sticky notes to mark photos or drawings that show Native American traditions. As a class, discuss the Native American traditions that students identify.

• Draw and Discuss  Give each student a piece of drawing paper. Have each student draw a picture of a family tradition. Ask students to share their drawings with the class.  Assign ELL Activity Master #4Complete the activity together or assign it as independent work.

• Explain that monitoring means asking yourself questions to check that you understand what you have read. Clarifying means searching for answers to decide whether the answers you thought of were right. 
• Have students read the fi rst two pages of their Student Readers. When students are fi nished reading, have them write three questions about what they have read. Point 

out that the questions should identify things that are important to the readers. Review their questions and answers.• Questions that reinforce monitoring and clarifying can be found in the Student Readers on the following pages: • Approaching Level 8, 9, 11, 12 • On Level 8, 10, 12, 15
 • Above Level 10, 15

To assess student progress in the 3 Key Elements, use the ExamView® Assessment Suite CD-ROM to create a custom test or administer the prepared Leveled Unit Tests.

Comprehension Skill: Monitoring and Clarifying C time lines, see pages 42–45.C description, see pages 62–69.C monitoring and clarifying, see pages 86–89.

Use the PuzzleMaker CD-ROM to create fun interactive activities that measure student mastery of the unit vocabulary.

3 Review and AssessMonitor Progress
Use the Activity Masters and Interactive Skills Handbook pages to 
monitor progress and to review.

Assessment
To assess student learning in this unit, use the following resources.

For more practice with

Teach Continued

= Approaching Level 

= On Level 
= Above Level

Ability Level Key

Activity Master 4, page 55

Activity Master 3, page 54

Activity Master 1, page 52
Activity Master 2,  page 53
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Words To Know
custom the usual way of doing thingsNative Americans the people who lived in America before Europeans arrived 

source where something comes fromtradition something handed down from one group of people to another  
Draw a line to match each picture with its source. 

History

Which of the images above did Native Americans use?

Read the activities listed below. Write custom if the activity is a custom. Write tradition if the 
activity is a tradition.
1. The Garcia family washes their dog every Saturday 

in the summer. 
 

2. Jay’s grandmother still makes thumbprint cookies the 
way her mother taught her. 52 Reading for Information • Grade 3 

History • Activity Master 1 • Vocabulary

factory

tree
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Description
Look at the square below and imagine what else 
it could be. Add curves, lines, and colors until the box looks like something that interests you. 
Then write a caption for your picture.

54 Reading for Information • Grade 3 
History • Activity Master 3 • Text Structures

Name

Date
History

Rewrite each sentence using descriptive words 
to create a picture for your reader.1. The boy found a dog.

 

 

2. She wore a hat.
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Time Lines
Read the following passage. Then write each of 
Juan’s classes in the correct place on the time line.

Name

Date
History

Juan is a new third-grade student. He has no idea what time each of his classes start. Iris tries to help him. She says, “We have art at two o’clock in the afternoon. Reading is at nine o’clock in the morning. At twelve o’clock, we eat lunch. We have geography before art, at one o’clock. Math is at ten 
o’clock, right after reading. And we have science at 
eleven o’clock.”

Juan is still a little confused. Iris says, “I will make a time line for you so it will be easier to understand the order.” 

History • Activity Master 2 • Text Features 
Reading for Information • Grade 3 53
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Native Americans
Place a checkmark next to the objects settlers 
might have found in Native American villages.

History • Activity Master 4 • English Language Learners  Reading for Information • Grade 3 55

Name

Date
History

Draw a picture of what you think a Native American tradition might be like. 



each Grade Level includes the following components:

*Additional	handbooks	or	readers	are	available	for	purchase	to	address	larger	classes.

Reading for Information	helps	you	teach	lifelong	skills.	When	you	teach	students	
skills	in	informational	and	nonfiction	reading,	you	are	preparing	them	for	success	
with	subject	area	texts	throughout	their	academic	careers.	Even	more	importantly,	
you	are	giving	them	a	foundation	of	skills	they	will	need	throughout	their	lives.

Give your students the skills to 
succeed in all subject areas

7

Make a difference 
for your students 

Contact us today to learn more:
•	Visit	SRAonline.com	today	for	samples	you	can	

download	instantly

•	Send	in	the	attached	postage-paid	reply	card	
today

Teachers can 
help  

with visual c
ues

Children who
 do not know

 

how to read a
 map or who d

o 

not realize t
hat captions 

can contain 
additional 

information  –
  and therefor

e 

skip them  –  ma
y flounder, 

unless teache
rs help.

StudieS Show:

(Collier)

Components
Library Package Classroom Package
Designed	for	pull-out	or	

tutoring	sessions
Designed	for	a	class	of	18

Student	Reader

Student	Reader

Student	Reader

Teacher’s	Guide

Annotated	Interactive	Skills	Handbook

examView®	CD-ROM

PuzzleMaker	CD-ROM

1	each	of	8	themed	readers* 6	each	of	8	themed	readers*

Interactive	Skills	Handbook Package	of	3* Package	of	18*

1	each	of	8	themed	readers* 6	each	of	8	themed	readers*

1	each	of	8	themed	readers* 6	each	of	8	themed	readers*

c
c

c
c

c

c
c
c

Fun 
Facts!

Fun 
Facts!Getting Started

Objects in Outer Space

Unit Objectives
3 Key Elements:

VocabularyVocabulary  Students will learn key science and 
academic words.

FeaturesFeatures  Students will understand the purpose of 
diagrams and how to read them.

StructuresStructures  Students will be able to identify and 
understand cause-and-eff ect text.

Unit Vocabulary
Science  Academic
outer space  revolve 
planet   
telescope 
star 
phase  

Genre:  
Narrative and expository text

Comprehension Skill:  
Questioning

1 Focus
Preparing to Read
In this unit students will read about children who learn about space while gazing 
at the stars. They will also learn about the diff erent bodies in space and how they 
move. 

Connecting Prior Knowledge
• Use the Fun Facts! to start a discussion about outer space. Ask 

students if they know what Jupiter is (Jupiter is a planet). What 
other planets do they know about? 

• Ask students questions such as the following: Do they know what 
a star is? What does the sun look like? What does the moon look 
like? Can they imagine what the sky would look like if Earth had 
63 moons?

• Ask students whether they have ever looked through a telescope 
or been to a planetarium. Ask them to share their experiences. 

•  Earth has one moon, 
but Jupiter has 
63 moons!

•  The sun is so big that 
if it were hollow you 
could fi ll it with one 
million Earths!

32 33

 On Level  Above Level Approaching Level

Unit Overview

Background Information

= Approaching Level 

= On Level 

= Above Level

Ability Level Key

Materials:

The 3 Key Elements of this unit are vocabulary, diagrams, and 

cause-and-eff ect text. Students will apply these elements as they 

read about the diff erences between planets and stars, the motions of 

planets and the moon, and why the moon goes through phases.  This 

introduction to the basics of astronomy helps students begin to think 

about the solar system.

Student Readers
• Objects in the Sky  

• Looking at Outer Space 
• Exploring Outer Space 

Activity Masters #1–4, 
pp. 72–75
Interactive Skills 
Handbook, pp. 18–21, 
pp. 46–53, pp. 94–97

Objects in the Sky
Earth Science

READING FOR
INFORMATION

Looking at
Outer Space

Earth Science

READING FOR
INFORMATION

Exploring
Outer Space

Earth Science

READING FOR
INFORMATION

Teacher’s Guide
Grade 6

Reading foR
infoRmation

Science and Social Studies

Includes:

1. Easy to use three-step lesson plan

2. Differentiated Instruction Strategies

3. English Language Learner Activities

4. Reproducible Blackline Activity Masters

6

Teacher’s Guide
R

i

= Approaching Level

= On Level
= Above Level

Ability Level Key2 Teach
Prereading ActivitiesWhole Group Use the following activities with all students tointroduce the 3 Key Elements of the unit.

VocabularyVocabulary
• Science Have the class brainstorm ways of using the 

approaching-level science words in sentences. Ask them to
try to use at least two or all three science words in the same 
sentence. Then lead a discussion on how the words relate to
one another. For example: “You can use a telescope to look at 
a planet in outer space.”

• Academic Reinforce the academic word revolve by standing 
in front of the class and choosing a volunteer to walk around
you in a circle. Help students name examples of things that 
revolve—a baseball player running bases, a tetherball, a 
person running around a track, a person roller or ice skating in 
a rink, race cars racing around a track, and so on.

FeaturesFeatures
• Diagrams Have students look at the diagram on page 4 of 

their reader. Explain that diagrams are drawings that contain
information. Ask them what this diagram shows (the solar 
system). Ask volunteers to describe the diagram.

StructuresStructures
• Cause and Effect

ect
ask, Have you ever been late for school in the morning? What
caused this to happen?• Tell students that a cause is why something happens and 

ect happens because of a cause. Write an example of a 
cause on the board, such as, It is hot outside. Ask students toects (we went swimming, we went to the 

ect such as,
School was cancelled,

erent
causes (it was a snow day, holiday, or summer vacation).• For additional support, tell the class that signal words such as 

because, if…then, and as a result,
ect.

5 min5 min

5 min5 min

10 min10 min

Assign the Reading
• Distribute the Student Readers for this lesson based on students’

reading levels, and havestudents begin reading.• Encourage students to pay attention to
vocabulary, diagrams,and cause-and-e�ecttext as they read.34

For more
practice with• vocabulary, use Activity Master#1, page 72.

• diagrams, use Activity Master#2, page 73.
• ect, use ActivityMaster #3, page 74.

26-49_610341_RFI3TGscience.indd   34-35

Reusable	Activity	Masters	are	
included	in	the	Teacher’s	Guide
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Earth Science

Earth Science

Words to Know 

outer space the area beyond Earth’s air 

planet any one of the eight large bodies that orbit 

the sun 

telescope a tool that makes things look brighter and 

closer

revolve to move around another object

1.  Use vocabulary words from the box to complete 

the following sentence.

We used a 

 to look into 

 and saw a 

 .

2. Circle the pictures below that show something 

you would find in outer space. 

Diagrams 

Read the diagram. Then answer the questions.

Parts of a Tooth  

Features

72 Reading for Information • Grade 3 

Earth Science • Activity Master 1 • Vocabulary

Earth Science • Activity Master 2 • Text Features  

Reading for Information • Grade 3 73

Vocabulary

1. What is the top layer of a tooth called? 

 

2. How many parts of a tooth does this diagram 

show? 

 

3. What is the title
 of this diagram? 

 

4. What is the layer under the enamel called?   

 

Dentin

Pulp

Enamel

3. Name something that revolves around something 

else.

068-083_610341_RFI3TGsci_BLM.ind72-73   72-73

2/9/07   6:35:00 PM
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Cause and Eff ect

Read the sentences below. Then fill in the empty 

box with the correct information.

1. Richard guessed the number of jelly beans in the 

jar, so he won $10. 

Earth Science

Earth Science

Earth Science • Activity Master 4 • English Language Learners  
Reading for Information • Grade 3 75

74 Reading for Information • Grade 3 
Earth Science • Activity Master 3 • Text Structures

Structures

Objects in Outer Space

Write the word from the box that goes with each 

picture. Cut out the pictures. Put the pictures 

in order from largest object to smallest object. 

Paste them on construction paper.

ELL

2. If Inez babysits for her aunt, then she has to 

prepare supper for the children.

Cause

Effect

Cause

Effect

  sun moon planet telescope

✂

068-083_610341_RFI3TGsci_BLM.ind74-75   74-75
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Earth Science
Earth ScienceWords to Know 

outer space the area beyond Earth’s air 
planet any one of the eight large bodies that orbit the sun 

telescope a tool that makes things look brighter and closer

revolve to move around another object

1.  Use vocabulary words from the box to complete the following sentence.
We used a  to look into 

 and saw a  .
2. Circle the pictures below that show something you would find in outer space. 

Diagrams 
Read the diagram. Then answer the questions.

Parts of a Tooth  

Features

72 Reading for Information • Grade 3 Earth Science • Activity Master 1 • Vocabulary
Earth Science • Activity Master 2 • Text Features  Reading for Information • Grade 3 73

Vocabulary

1. What is the top layer of a tooth called? 
 

2. How many parts of a tooth does this diagram show? 

 

3. What is the title of this diagram? 
 

4. What is the layer under the enamel called?   
 

Dentin

Pulp

Enamel

3. Name something that revolves around something else.

068-083_610341_RFI3TGsci_BLM.ind72-73   72-73

2/9/07   6:35:00 PM
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Cause and Eff ectRead the sentences below. Then fill in the empty 

box with the correct information.

1. Richard guessed the number of jelly beans in the 

jar, so he won $10. 

Earth Science

Earth Science

Earth Science • Activity Master 4 • English Language Learners  
Reading for Information • Grade 3 75

74 Reading for Information • Grade 3 

Earth Science • Activity Master 3 • Text Structures

Structures

Objects in Outer Space
Write the word from the box that goes with each 

picture. Cut out the pictures. Put the pictures 

in order from largest object to smallest object. 

Paste them on construction paper.

ELL

2. If Inez babysits for her aunt, then she has to 

prepare supper for the children.

Cause

Effect

Cause

Effect

  sun
moon

planet
telescope

✂

068-083_610341_RFI3TGsci_BLM.ind74-75   74-75

2/9/07   6:35:02 PM

Science and Social Studies

Reading foR
infoRmation

Teacher's Resource

•  Create word-search, crossword, or jumble puzzles

•  Reinforce English terms using Spanish definitions

CD-ROM

Science and Social Studies

Reading foR
infoRmation

Classroom Resource

•  Generate tests tailored to your students

•  Format tests to match your state standards

•  Customize questions to your students' needs

CD-ROM

 Teacher’s Guide
•	Provides	flexibility	for	your	classroom	setting,	using	one	unit	per	week	

•	Features	“Focus,	Teach,	Review	and	Assess”	instructional	design

•	Includes	Activity	Masters	(blackline	masters)	with	answers

Present lessons with content-rich 
program components

Teacher Materials

Technology Support

• ExamView® Assessment CD-ROM
•	Generate	tests	in	the	format	

you	need	

•	Save	time	with	pre-made		
Unit	Tests

• PuzzleMaker CD-ROM
•	Easily	create	word-search,	

crossword,	or	jumble	puzzles

•	Reinforce	all	the	content	
vocabulary	terms	in	a	fun	way

6

2  teach 
Includes	instructional	strategies	
and	tools	for:

•	Guided	Reading

•	Reader’s	Workshop

•	Differentiating	Instruction

•	English-Language	Learners

•	Additional	lessons	on	genres	
and	comprehension	skills

1 Focus 
Introduces	the	lesson	and	includes	
a	Getting	Started	activity	that	
uses	Fun	Facts	to	connect	the	
lesson	content	to	students’	prior	

3  Review and Assess 
Provides	suggestions	for	monitoring	
progress	and	assessment	with	easy-to-
use	references	that	help	you	check	for	
understanding	and	measure	student	
learning.
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Software Support Hotline
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Visit our Web site at
www.SRAonline.com/RFI
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Skills Practice ...................

6

7

Extending the LessonSmall Group  Use the following lessons to customize your instruction according 
to your students’ needs.

Reader’s Workshop: Focus on Genre• Narrative and Expository Text  Show students specifi c examples of narrative and expository passages in their readers. Point out that both types of writing can give important information. Have students use a bookmark to show the place in the book where the genre changes.• Retelling  Ask students to read the books in pairs. Have them read the narrative section 

and then retell the story verbally to their partners in their own words. Tell them to read the expository section and take notes on what they have learned about early Native American life. 
• Connecting  Have students list ways that the two genres helped them learn about Native American life.

Diff erentiating Instruction:  English Language Learners• Interact  Have students look at the photographs and drawings in their Student Readers. Have students use sticky notes to mark photos or drawings that show Native American traditions. As a class, discuss the Native American traditions that students identify.

• Draw and Discuss  Give each student a piece of drawing paper. Have each student draw a picture of a family tradition. Ask students to share their drawings with the class.  Assign ELL Activity Master #4Complete the activity together or assign it as independent work.

• Explain that monitoring means asking yourself questions to check that you understand what you have read. Clarifying means searching for answers to decide whether the answers you thought of were right. 
• Have students read the fi rst two pages of their Student Readers. When students are fi nished reading, have them write three questions about what they have read. Point 

out that the questions should identify things that are important to the readers. Review their questions and answers.• Questions that reinforce monitoring and clarifying can be found in the Student Readers on the following pages: • Approaching Level 8, 9, 11, 12 • On Level 8, 10, 12, 15
 • Above Level 10, 15

To assess student progress in the 3 Key Elements, use the ExamView® Assessment Suite CD-ROM to create a custom test or administer the prepared Leveled Unit Tests.

Comprehension Skill: Monitoring and Clarifying C time lines, see pages 42–45.C description, see pages 62–69.C monitoring and clarifying, see pages 86–89.

Use the PuzzleMaker CD-ROM to create fun interactive activities that measure student mastery of the unit vocabulary.

3 Review and AssessMonitor Progress
Use the Activity Masters and Interactive Skills Handbook pages to 
monitor progress and to review.

Assessment
To assess student learning in this unit, use the following resources.

For more practice with

Teach Continued

= Approaching Level 

= On Level 
= Above Level

Ability Level Key

Activity Master 4, page 55

Activity Master 3, page 54

Activity Master 1, page 52
Activity Master 2,  page 53
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Words To Know
custom the usual way of doing thingsNative Americans the people who lived in America before Europeans arrived 

source where something comes fromtradition something handed down from one group of people to another  
Draw a line to match each picture with its source. 

History

Which of the images above did Native Americans use?

Read the activities listed below. Write custom if the activity is a custom. Write tradition if the 
activity is a tradition.
1. The Garcia family washes their dog every Saturday 

in the summer. 
 

2. Jay’s grandmother still makes thumbprint cookies the 
way her mother taught her. 52 Reading for Information • Grade 3 

History • Activity Master 1 • Vocabulary

factory

tree

Co
py

rig
ht

 ©
 S

RA
/M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill
. 

Description
Look at the square below and imagine what else 
it could be. Add curves, lines, and colors until the box looks like something that interests you. 
Then write a caption for your picture.

54 Reading for Information • Grade 3 
History • Activity Master 3 • Text Structures

Name

Date
History

Rewrite each sentence using descriptive words 
to create a picture for your reader.1. The boy found a dog.

 

 

2. She wore a hat.
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Time Lines
Read the following passage. Then write each of 
Juan’s classes in the correct place on the time line.

Name

Date
History

Juan is a new third-grade student. He has no idea what time each of his classes start. Iris tries to help him. She says, “We have art at two o’clock in the afternoon. Reading is at nine o’clock in the morning. At twelve o’clock, we eat lunch. We have geography before art, at one o’clock. Math is at ten 
o’clock, right after reading. And we have science at 
eleven o’clock.”

Juan is still a little confused. Iris says, “I will make a time line for you so it will be easier to understand the order.” 

History • Activity Master 2 • Text Features 
Reading for Information • Grade 3 53
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Native Americans
Place a checkmark next to the objects settlers 
might have found in Native American villages.

History • Activity Master 4 • English Language Learners  Reading for Information • Grade 3 55

Name

Date
History

Draw a picture of what you think a Native American tradition might be like. 



12600 Deerfield Parkway
Alpharetta, GA 30004-6130

•	 Transitions	students	from	learning	to	read	to	reading	to	learn	through	eight	themes:

Teach informational reading strategies through 
Science and Social Studies content

R80001926 
0507

1-800-201-7103
Resources and ordering information at SRAonline.com

SRAonline.com

Visit	our	site	for	more	
information	and	to	

download	sample	lessons

 

•	 Helps	you	teach	vocabulary	vital	to	success	on	standardized	tests	

•	 Features	a	flexible	format	that	works	in	a	variety	of	classroom	settings

•	 Aids	in	differentiating	instruction	with	leveled	Student	Readers	and	Activity	Masters

•	 Provides	support	for	ELL	students

	 Reading	foR	
infoRmation

Grades 2–6

Economics

Geography

Civics

HistoryLife Science
Earth Science

Physical Science
Health

Science Social Studies
StudieS Show

:

(Chall,	Jacobs	&	Baldwin)

Students who are not 
introduced to 

informational text 

early on often see a 

“fourth grade slump” 

in achievement test 
results.

SM
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43219, 1-800-468-5850 ext. 6835, go to http://preferences.mheducation.com, or visit our Web site at:  
www.mcgraw-hill.com/privacy.html.

I’dliketolearnmoreaboutReading for Information.Please
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I’d like to help my students gain needed 
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